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ear to all applications for establishing a colony on the

Oregon river ? Some of the members of that honora-

ble house of legislation know that the district in ques-

tion is a boisterous and inclement region, with less

to eat, less to warm the traveller, and to cook with,

than at the mouth of any other known river in the

United States. We deem the mouth of the river St.

Lawrence as eligible a spot for a settlement of peltry

merchants as the mouth of the Columbia. When
Lewis and Clarke were on that river, they had not

a single fair day in two months. They were
drenched with rain day and night ; and what added
to their comfortless condition was the incessant

high winds, which drove the waves furiously into

the Columbia river with the tide ; and on its ebb,

raised such commotion, and such a chopping sea,

that the travellers dared not venture upon it in their

boats; yet the Indians did, and managed their

canoes with a dexterity which the explorers greatly

admired, but could not imitate. The boisterous

Pacific was among the new discoveries of our

American adventurers. Had their expedition been

to the warm climate of Africa, or to South America,

they would have been sure of plenty to eat ; but in

the western region, between the Rocky Mountains

and the great river of the W^est, the case is far

otherwise.

It is devoutly to be wished that truth may pre-

vail respecting those distant regions. Indeed the

sacred cause of humanity calls loudly on its votaries

to disabuse the people dwelling on these Atlantic

shores respecting the Oregon paradise, lest our

farmers' sons and young mechanics should, in every

sense of the phrase, stray from home, and go they

know not whither,— to seek they know not what.
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