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go and fifh for pearls, began to build larger

barks : and in them, without any apprchenfion,

to fail to the oppofire coafl:, to trade for

pearls, but much more to fifli for them ; em-
ploying the Californians who lived along the

fliorc, and generally by compulfion, though

they never made them any allowance. Th^
foldiers and feamen of the garrifon were feveral

times urgent with father Salva-Tierra, that

•they might be allowed to dive j but the father,

in order to put a flop to the evil, abfolutely

refufed to grant the leaft privilege of that

kind.

This caufed great difcontent among them,

many demanded their difcharge, and all com-

plained. The father, however, continued

unlhaken in his intention, on no account to

admit them to dive for pearls.

He was confirmed in this opinion, by a

particular, incident. He had fent a bark to the

neighbouring ifland of Carmen, which made a

longer ftay than the fervice required. The fa-

ther fufpefted that they fpent their time in di-

ving, and he afterwards had private intelligence

that his fufpicions were well founded. The
father was highly difpleafed at it, but the gar-

rifon being very thin, on account of the many

difcharges for the fame oflfence, he deliberated

with himfelf, whether he fhould likewife dif-

charge


