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t6 the native and acq-jircd virtues of a heart rich ia

moral excellence.

Above eighteen years ago he had attained the rank
of Captain in the 1 7th regiment, under General Monck-
ton, and flood full in the way of higher preferment

5

having borne a (hare in all the labors of our American
wars, and the rcdudlion of Canada. Ill fated region!

fhort-fightcd mortals I Little did he forefce the fcenes

which that land had dill in rcferve for him ! Little did

thofe generous Americans, who then ftoed by his fide,

think that they were aflifting to fubdue a country, which
would one day be held up over us, as a greater fcourge

in the hands of fiiends, than ever it was in the hands
of enemies

!

Had fuch a thought then entered our hearts, we
Ihould have darted with indignation from the deed of
horror. Our heroifm would have appeared madnefa
and parracide I The lifted fteel would have dropped
fr©m the warrior's arm I The ax and the hoe from the

laborer's grafp ! America would have weeped through

all her forefts ; and her well cultivated fields retuled to

yield farther fuftcnance to her infatuated Ibns !

But far different were our thoughts at that time.

We confidered ourlelves as co-operating with our bre-

thren for the glory of the empire j to enable them to

fecure our common peace and liberty ; to humanize,

adorn, anJ dignify, with Britilh privileges, a vaft Con-
tinent ; to becoms ftrong in our ftrength, happy in our

happinefs ; and to derive that from our aff.-Aion, which
iio force can extort from a free people j aid which the

tnlferab'e and opprcffcd cannot give ! >

And thefe, too, were the fentiments of our lamented

H'jro; for he had formed an early attachment, amount-
ing even to an enthufiaftic love, for this country ! The
woodland and the plain -, the face of Nature, grand,

venerable, and yet rejoicing in her prime ; our mighty
rivers, dcfccnding in vaft cacarafts through wild and

flliggy mountains, or gliding in filcnt majcfty through
e^.x_ C ' fcrtiw
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