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to devote sdVeral of the most respectable members of the company to hie

.

vengeance, and to proceed against him at law would have been mere
mockery, inasmuch as, not having had the opportunity of consummating
his design, no adequate punishment could be inflicted on him. Conse-
quently, it was determined to take him into the woods and Lynch him

—

which is a mode of punishment provided for such as become obnoxious

in a manner which the law cannot reach. He was immediately carried

out under a guard, attended by a crowd of respectable citizens—tied

to a tree—punished with stripes—tarred and feathered, and ordered to

leave the city in forty-eight hours. In the meantime, one of his com-
rades, the Lucifer of his gang, had been endeavouring to rally and arm
his confederates for the purpose of rescuing him—which, however, he
failed to accomplish.

" Having thus aggravated the whole band of these desperadoes, and
feeling no security against their vrngeance, the citizens met at night in

the court-house, in a large number,.and there passed the following reso-.

lutions :

—

" Resolved, That a notice be given to all professional gamblers, that

the citizens of Vicksburg are resolved to exclude them from this place and
its vicinity ; and that twenty-four hours' notice be given them to leave

the place.

*' Resolved, That all persons permitting faro-dealing in' their houses,

be also notified that they will be prosecuted therefor.

^'Resolved, That one hundred copies of the foregoing resolutions be
printed and stuck up a,t the corners of the streets—and that this publi-

cation be deemed a notice.

" On Sunday morning, one of these notices was posted at the corners

of each square of the city. During that day (the 5th) a nnajority of the

gang, terrified by the threats of the citizens, dispersed in different direc-

tions, without making any opposition. It was sincerely hoped that the

remainder would follow their example and thus prevent a bloody ter--

mination of the strife which had commenced. On the morning of the

6th, the military corps, followed by a file of several hundred citizens,

inarched to each suspected house, and sending in an examining com-
mittee, dragged out every faro-table and other gambling {^paratus that

could be found. At length they approached a house which was occupied

by one of the most profligate of the gang, whose name was North, and in

which it was understood that a garrison of armed men had been station-

ed. All hoped that these wretches would be intimidated by the superior

numbers of iheir assailants, and surrender themselves at discretion rather

than attempt a desperate defence. The house being surrounded, the

back door was burst open, when four or five shots were fired from the

interior, one of which instantly killed Dr. Hugh S. Bodley, a citizen uni-

versally beloved and respected. The interior was so dark that the vil-

lains could not be seen ; but several of the citizens, guided by the flash,

of their guns, returned their fiie. A yell from one of the party an-

nounced that one of the shots had been effectual, and; by this time a
crowd of citizens^ their indignation overcoming all othec feelings, burst

open every door of the building, and dragged into the light those whahad
QOt been wounded.

"North, the ringleader, whothad contrived this desperate plot, could;

not be found in the building, but was apprehended if a citizen, while

attempting, in company with another, to make his escape at a place not

far distant. Himself, with the rest of the prisoners, was then conducted

in nUnce to the scaffold. One of them, not having been in the building

hefiNce it was attacked, nor appearing to be coQcern«d with the xffHit ««•
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