
IN AMERICA.

rospcTtcd by the irn^'orKnleublo parties that distract

that unhappy nation ?

My (losin; is, amon^^ other objects of this work,

to sliow where and by whom republicanism was

introduced into this continent, what its founda-

tions are, how they W(;rc laid, and what provision

has been made for its support and contimi-

ancc. Having? <i:iven a narrative of its oriji^in,

growth, and maturity, which can alone be com-

piled from provincial annals, I shall (uuleavour to

explain brictly the com])licate(l mechanism and

simple action of the American federal constitution,

and the balances and checks that have been so

skilfully contrived by the great stjitesmen who con-

structed it ; and also to point out the wonderful

combination of accidental causes that contributed

to its success, and the ability, unity, energy, and

practical skill of the people, who work the machine

and keep it in order and repair. Th(; question

has often been asked why may not this form of

government be copied and adopted in England or

France ? The answer is to be found in every part

of tliis history. It will be necessary most care-

fullv to ascertain whether those thinjrs which have

tended to its success in America exist, or can by

any possibility be created in Europe. Its develop-

ment must be traced step by step, day by day,

from one event to another, and one generation and

institution to another. Due weight must be at-


