
,"\

-I

45V COMPARATIVE VIEW OF''"''
'

couragement, in regard to promotion and

rank, as the refpe£live obje£ls are fulifilled,

is given to the commander and his followers.

' No expence has been fpared towards pro-

curing fuch afi apparatus and indruments as

are neeeffiry for this expedition. '

''^"'"

For the purpofe alfo of elucidating' the

natural hlftory of thofe diflant regions, ' at

prefent fo imperfctfhly known, the com-

mander is accompanied by Monfieur Patrin,

an eminent French naturalirt:, feme time re-

fident at Irkutfk, who is fuiniflied witir fuch

excellent inftrudious as are mofl: calculated

to forward the object of his miffion.' '^^9'*

Captain Billings fet out fiom St. Pet-eVf-

burgh on this expedition in the lattei' end of

.1785. He arrived at Ii'kutfls. in March, i;^86.

'and at Okot(k in July of the fame yc^ar,

frorh wbence he propofed inllantly- to take

iiis departure for the Kbvyma. Tc is not In-

deed improbable, that, before the pi'cfent

period, he may have lifccriaincd the longitude

and latitude of the mouth of the Kovvma :

and thus have determined one important fa(£l,

^"relative to the precifs d (lance between tl'^e

Kf<^vyma and Cape North. The length of
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