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Chrisliiiiirt, iHriiusc they liavi' interior iiitrlloctual lijj;lit. This ap-

poars (ionspicuoiisly in llu! spiritual world. This liirlit llu-v (h'rivc

tVoin the liberty oi'speakiii},' and \vrilin<,', and theirhy tllinlvin^^"

rhillip de Coniniinos expressed iiiniself thus:

"Now, in niv opinion, amonj; all tiu' soveivijiutics I know in the

world, that in which the public <,^ood is best attended to, and the least

violence exercised on the j)eople, is that of England."

I.aniartine, in his History of the Girondists, although often attack-

iug the policy of Great Britain, pays tribute to the greatness of the

Empire and the grandeur of the character of its statesmen. He

writes:

" In England the mind a long time free had |)roduced sound

morals. The aristocracy considered itself sufficiently strong never

to become persecuting again.

"England had been intellectually the model of nations and the

envv of the reflecting universe. iS'ature and its institutions had

conferred u])on it men worthy of its laws."

Grosley, struck with amazement, exclaims:

" Property in England is a thing sacred which the laws protect

from all encroachment, not only from engineers, inspectors, and

other people of that stamp, but from the king himself."

" In England," says Helvetiusi, " the peoi)le are respected ;
every

citi/en caii take some part in the management of affairs and authors

are allowed to enlighten the public respecting their own interest."

And Brissot, who had made these matters his esi)ccial study, cries

out:

"Admirable constitution! which can only be disparaged either

by men Avho know it not or else by tongues bridled in slavery."

" The English nation," says Voltaire, " is the only one on earth

which, by resisting its kings, has sncceded in lessening their power.

How I love the boldness of the English! How I love men who say

what they think !

"

"The English," says LeBlanc, " are willing to have a king, pro-

vided they are not bound to obey him."

" For forins of guvornmcnt let fools contest,

Wliatever's best administered is best."

Although the converse is believed to be the fact, no country or

government yields more readily and implicitly than England to


