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The reason we were allocating additional funds to implement
a national strategy for the elimination of aboriginal tuberculo-
sis was because the decrease in rates had stalled. There remains
a number of active TB cases in older people who continue to
harbour tuberculosis and who become infectious as they get
older and suffer from other diseases and debilitating conditions.

The government has been spending $1 million per year to
address this problem and has allocated an additional $2.8
million over the next three years.

While the spread of TB to other people is facilitated by
overcrowding and other personal and environmental conditions,
the main way to eliminate the disease from the population is to
find active cases at an early stage and treat them before the

bacterium is spread to contacts, particularly young children who
are especially susceptible.

The strategy which this department in partnership with First
Nations communities is putting in place aims to reduce the
incidence of TB to less than 20 per 100,000 by the year 2000 and
to eliminate the disease by the year 2010.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Pursuant to Standing
Order 38, the motion to adjourn the House is now deemed to
have been adopted. Accordingly the House stands adjourned
until tomorrow at 10 a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24.

(The House adjourned at 6.18 p.m.)




