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The House resumed from March 28 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-68, an act respecting firearms and other
NAYS weapons, be read the second time and referred to a committee;
and of the amendment.
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unfortunate that I cannot give the speech I wanted to give today
because the government has just invoked a form of closure,
something that its members spoke out against very strongly in
the last Parliament. I am going to speak out against that very
thing right now.

® (1530)

Canadians feel very strongly about the whole issue of gun
control. In particular, many people across the country are
opposed to the whole idea of registration.

In my judgment, this is an extremely cynical and political
move. Just before a break when MPs are going back to their
ridings to consult with their constituents, the government in-
vokes a form of closure. This prevents Canadians from having
the full input and type of discussion they should have on an issue
which is so important to them. The government is playing
politics with this issue and I want to speak about that in a larger
context right now.

As I mentioned, people feel very strongly about this issue.
The country in many respects is split along rural and urban lines.
I can see this whole issue being extremely divisive down the
road if it is not handled properly.

That is why Reform has offered a very good reasoned amend-
ment to split the bill in two. It would give people a chance to
vote on the proposals that would bring in tougher sentences for
crimes committed with the illegal use of firearms. That is
something many Canadians agree with.

Where people differ from the government is on the whole idea
of registration. If the government was going to be absolutely fair
about this, it would recognize that there are two separate issues
here and Canadians should have a right to vote on them
separately.

I want to talk for a moment about the whole process leading up
to where we are today. As a starting point, before the govermn-



