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on the subi ect and that hie gave expression
to tliem in the Walker theatre in Winnipeg
on January 18. 1 have taken the trouble to
read carefully the report of that meeting as
it is found in the Wes8tern Producer of Jan-
uary 26, and I find myseif very heartily in
agreement with many of the statements made
by the hon. member, but I find nothing what-
soever wbich in my opinion justifies either the
assertion or the belief that an entirely new
social order is necessary in order to remedy
such evils as tbose te whicb the hion, gentle-
man referred. I arn going to quote two or
three of the statements that lie made. He
said specifically:

Someone asks, tell us exactly wliat yen wouid
do if you were in powetr. I do not think it
is really possible for anyone te answer such a
question. Events are moving so, rapidly both
lune and ini other countries that no one can tell
precisely what should be done at any given
moment in the future.

0f course, everyone knows that the hion.
member could not tell exactly what hie would
do, and it wo-uld be unreasonable to ask him
to do so, but hie could and hie sbould tell
the members of this bouse something of tbe
metliods that hie would employ to effeet the
improvements lie had in view. Be might at
least give us a broad outline and perhaps
some of the major details of his scheme.
Among other subjeets I would suggest lie
should tell us bow lie would proceed with
the public utilities at present owncd and
operated by private corporations. Would hie
expropriate them? If se, would hie comýpen-
sate the present owners or would hie con-
fiscate their interests? If lie would coin-
pensate, on wliat basis would lie make
sýettlement.

What is bis plan with regard to the principal
and interest of tbe bonded indebtedness cf
Canada? What is bis plan with regard to
tbese bondbeldcrs resident witbout the Do-
minion of Canada as well as those domiciled
witbin? Tben, tbe hion. member proposes,
among other things, te take ever the owvner-
sbip and control of natural resources; te
guarantee security cf tenure cf land; in some
way te previde for the adjustment of debts;
te fix heurs of labeur and, if necessary, te
limit them; te fix rates of wages te soime
extent, and te previde crep insurance. Ail
ef these m>tters are referred te in the speech
made bx' the heon. member for Battle River
(Mr. Spencer).

But. Mr. Speaker, if I understand correctly
the British North America Act ail of tbose
subjeets, by virtue cf that act, are und'er the
*iurisdictien cf the provinces. Tbe hion. mem-
ber should tell us how lic intends to impIe-

[Mr. Butcher.]

ment his platform in tbese respects. Especially
would wve like te know how lie would proceed
if the provinces, liaving sole jurisdictien in
tbese matters, decide te repudiate bis riglit te
interfere. Would hie say, "We will in any
event pass laws, and will preceed te enforce
tbem." If lie weuld enforce tliem, how would
lie proceed te do se? These are just a few
matters in cenneetien with whicb tbe lieuse
sbould bave definite information, before lien.
members are asked to appreve of the resolu-
tien. A little later in lis speech lie stated:

First of ail there is the grewiag rece nition
that we cannlot preceed along the o.I hap~ azard
lices.

With this wc must couple bis fermer state-
ment:

Events are moving se rapidly beth here and
in ot1ier ceuntries that ne one c"uld tell
precisely wbhat should be done at any given
moment.

It would appear that under the new system
we wouîd merely proceed along new liapliazard
lines, instead of along eld haphazard lines.
Fromn what I liad licard, I tliougbt the bion.
member bad proposed te meuld and control
events, instead of liaving events contrel and
mould us. If I bave read correctly the state-
ments by lion. members wc are under their
plan te become the masters of our ewn
destiny, net the victims of circumstanees. Then
the lion. member said:

Before a doctor ventures te prescribe hie
makzes a tborough study of the system and of
the bistory of the case.

I am net a dector, but I presume bis state-
ment is true, as far as it goes. I suggest
liowever that it is net tlie wliele trutb. Before
a decter prescribes lie very carefully studies
remedies as welî as diseases. Be leares the
effeet cf drugs. I imagine lie dees net pre-
scribe the use cf a new medicine until lie has
a precedent, that is the experience of others
te guide him for se doing. In a prescription
of bis ewn cempiling, lie makes use of ne.
drugs with the effect cf whicb bie is net
familiar. Then, again, the lion. member said:

0ur wbeat grewing in the west bas been huilt,
up on an expert basis. We canneot possihly
consume in Canada ail the wheat that is pro-
dîîced. If we market abroad we must meet
coiepetitien. Obviously the enly possible solu-
tien is either te eut down the eosts or te raise
prices or both.

We are ail agreed upon tbat. We must
remember bowever and admit tbat prices are
determined in purcbasing countries and are
based upon the law of supply and demand.

Tberefore we cannet centrol tbe price. We
still bave tbe pessibility of affecting it by
inflation, and I must state tbat the hion.
member did refer te the possibility of a sliglit


