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beein acquired by liand corporaione, rail-
way coinpanies, and so on. The good home-
eteads wbich attracted people tie the West
ini the first iulace hasve been pretty
well exhausted, altbiough there -are no doubt
stili many acres of good homestead land in
north Saskatchewan and in the Peace River
country. It seema to me, however, that
the poljcy of the Government should be to
settie successfully thoee lands that are in
the vicixiity of tewns, with schools, a rail-
road, and other conveniences. It is better
worth a mana while te pay for land of
that kind than to go a long distance away
and get land for n-othing, providing of
course the terme of payment are made easy.
The difficulty of wh.ich I have se-en so many
instances is net so much the cost of the
land, as the termes of payment. A man
may be unfortunate and be put back for a
year or two, but if he is able to meet hie
payments he will remain. I have found
farmers a very optimistie class of people.
1 have known some te. be hailed out com-
pletely, and just as, soon as they could get
on the land again they would have teams
out ploughing for next year's crop, and
then go and work with the team for somie-
body else te earn enough money to carry
them over the winter. 1 have known aome
of them hailed out two summéfa running.
The people who. settie in the West want
te make homes for themnselves and, with
an eye te the future, they are willing to put
up with a great many hardships if only
they can make both ends meet. That is
the class of people we want in the West,
whether they are soldiers or not. We ahould
do everything we can fer the soldier, but
1 do flot see why this other class of good
settiers should not be included in a plan
for settling the older parts of the country,
even if the settlers have te pay for the
land. But they should not have to pay
fer it on the short terms that are now ai-
lowed. 1 have known many cases where
~good -settiers, with good outfits, have bought
good land. They would have to make a
fir.st payment down, and sometimes it would
be three years before fŽ'ere'would be any
return, and their capital would be ail eaien
up. A great xnany ef these men have left
their farine altogether, and others have
rented them on tenant shares. They could
not make the farme their own, because the
payments were not spread over a sufficient
number of years. The provincial govern-
ment of Saskatchewan has--taken this mat-
ter up te a certain extent, but I think it
is* a matter for the Dominion Government
te deal with. It would not require any

new railways to develop these lands in the
vicinity of the tewns. The Government
could gradually expropriate the lands, and
seli them to bona, fide settiers on long
terme. I do not think there are
many lands that are purchased from
speculators in less than six payments.
I have made a little caleulation. I have
put ordinary good liand at $20 an acre, six
payments,, 6 per cent interest. Without
going into details a man would have te
pay in live yearýs a first payment down of
$533, witih the interest addedt eaoh year.
Altogether in the five years he would have
to pay $3,8M.20 on the six-payment plan.
If the payments were spread over 25 years
at the same interest and the same price,
in the five years lhe would have to pay
only $1,754.68, or a différence of $2,083.52.
0f course, under the twenty-five payment
plan he would still have a lot of payments
te mak-e at tihe end of the five years, but
he would be able te make them. It is the
first kew years, when nothing is coming
in, that eats up hais capital.

With regard to returned soldiers and set-
tiers generally I would zay, let them make
a first payment de*n te show they are
bona fide settlera, then for tihe next couple
of years let them pay the intereat only..
This would not cost the country anything.
Land bonds cou.ld be sold, I suppose, and
if a -man were te give Up his land-I do
not suppose many would-somebody else
would take it up asnd woek it. I do Ûot
think there would be the slightest chsarge
on the country. Do not confiscate these
lands by any means, but gradually expro-
priýate Vhem. At the same time ne apecu-
latorshould be allowed te unload lands on
to the Geverument; there aheuld be ne
favouritism of any kînd; the matter should.
be handieci in a business-like way. If this
plan were caxried out, then, if a settier
liad. a bad yea.r, he, would not have a heavy
payýment te make and ceuld carry on. I
ghould say aff or about eight or ton years
au ordinarily sucoessful settler could start
making definito payments.

Mr. CURRIE: That is previded for in eub-
section 6 of section 6 of the Bill.

Mr. MACNUTT: I did not read the Bill
tbrough. If if is provided for I arn endors-
ing what is ini the Bill. If the hon. member
has no objection I will continue tor endorse
it. This is not a new idea. Two or throe
yeairs ago, when I first tjiought of it, I be-
lieve if was fairly original. With regard te
soldi:ýers particularly, and with regard to
any 8ettlers, I would make it easy for them


