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MIr. LISTER. I do not think it can ibe repeated
too often. It ought to ibe poinded into the Gov-
ernmtent day iand night in order that the country
may undii erstand.L it. We do not expect to have
aiy effect at all upon the ;ov-ermnent. We think,
1 usie a Comioil xpression, it is like pouring
ivater on a duck s back to talk to the Gover'înment
abolit conomy.

Mi'. (UIMET. It will have somie effect on the
pubbic at large.

Mr. LISTER. \ e hand to-uay au i>tance of it.
Notwithstanlin-g the fact that yout sent your
$ecretarv of state up there to hanîlle the boodle,
ve carriel the constituence (if North P>ertl. We

knaow whi den the Secretary of State goes. what influ-
ence e iqcarries ;witlh himi, and lie didt naot go up
there thuis tinie without the necessary influence,
but iii spite of all that influence we have carriel
North iPerth : w;e carried it by an increaseil mjor-
ity iotwitlhstaiitlnig all the eftforts put forth. not-
witlhstýimdiing the little subscriptions you got frot
certain senators in the other C(hamiaber tu take into
Nortl 1Perth. I suppose it is understood that
these things are ail secret, that the outside public
know nothing about it. But there is a little bird
that whispers the secret, and notwitlhstanding all
the efforts yOu put forth, an hlonest main lias been
elected there to-day.

Mr. OUIMET. AI a (disliones man ias been
defeated, I suppose.

-Mr. LI.STE R. I am not saying anything about
the otier reitlemian. I do niot know him : but I
say that dishonîest maucns were resorted to to elect
hii.

Mr. DEIPUTY SPEAKER. Keep to the (Iues-
tion.

Mr. LISTER. The lion. Minister says that this
woi scandalous is used too often. I say it is a
scandalous prostitution( of the power of this Gov-
ernment, putting up these buildings in smîall places
whîere tie revenue does not warrant it. He is
putting themn iii siall places where ample acecom-
modatioii could be obtained at a comparatively
smîall expense that would answer all public pur-
poses. 1-ut it is niot the object to meet the public
necessities iii maaaking tiiese publie expenditure.,.
The object is obvious, and thlat is to have patronage
iii order that support mnay be gathered about the
Governmaeut. This building, the Minister savs, lias
been commenced. Having beei conmenced I sup-
pose it must be carried oni; but let the hon. gen-
tieman uiderstand that if any more such unider-
takings as have beeu submittel by his predecessor
and himiiself in the way of public buildings, are
brought forward, they will lie viuo-ously opposed,
<op>posed as stronîgly as it is possible to oppose thenin
Iv tiis side of the House. I believe that in makinu
tiis statemient, I echo the sentiment of ·every
memîber on this side of the House, that this systein
of petty bribery throughout the coustituencies
riYust be stopped. If vou iwant to buy up consti-
tuencies, put y6ur hiands downà in vo·ur pockets like
men and buy them, but you shall not purchase
thei at the expense of the country at large.

Mr. MULOCK. I am sorry the Ministerof Public
Works has spoken as lhe lias of the hon. nember
for Lambtnk (Mr. Lister), who I think was quite
within both his riglhts and the amenities of the
debate when he addressed the committee as he did.

Mr. LISTER.

I understand the Minister has nowv placed himiself
superior to Parliament, and lias declared tlhat the
resolution of two years ago has no bearing on hii.
I w-as nîot in the Chaniber at the time lie gave
expression to thuat new doctrine.

Mr. OUIM ET, How can you say I did so?
Mr. M ULOCK. i1liave been toldi that the MMin-

ister said le does not consider that. resolutioni
buîindin on him.n

M r. OUIMET. Hear-say evidence iii not good.
NIr. 3ULOCK. Wlat is the Ninister s opinion

on tlhat re.solition ? We are engiaiedl in the iuport-
anît work of adimiumisterimg as ecionmical as pos-
sible, public monev. andi here we haive evidence
repeated. item after item, that publie lmoney' is
beimly wasted, poureinto) the province of the
Mi""ster for what he calls public benefit, but which
he wlii not pledge hIimaself hefore the public to say is
going to at taim tiat end. \\ hen real honîest demnands
are made on the public exchequer for consideration,
the applicants are told there is no ionev. A short
timlie ago a req 1uisition iwas imade oi the Postiistetr
General by the letter carriers. Vhat was the an-
swer'' The Governieut have got no mnoney. They
didi not say :We are spending so ameh mniey for
corrupt purpsies in erecting post offices and other
buildngsîwhich arenut wanted,thîat wecainot afiord
to pay an honest day of work iwith an lionest day's
pay. The Governmient are paying the letter car-
riers of Toronto 8360 a year. a pair of boots and a
suit of clothes, and they think this is enuough to
live on. lo men wvhiose worik is aost onerous,
the excuse for denying their honest claim was prac-
ticallv that the Uovernment required so much of
the public mouey for boole. We liave had sieveral
illustrations. This policy is beinîg pursued in the
Maritime Provinces. We were told that it is ne-
cessary to rediuce the staff on1 the Intercolomial
Railway by a great mîany hundreds, because the
resources (of the countr'V cannot afford the present
outlay. At the sanme time w-e discover that the
Governmiaent have acquired a lIrge property inm the
city of St. Johi at a fabulous price, inro>viug a
'questionable transaction. Here agaim, to-it.ht, we
are farishied with aniother reason fori denying
(Goveirxunment employés honest pay for labour
r-endf:ered. Could thiere he anythiîg more unfair
ani more discreditable ? The hon. nienber t.hinks
these men in the service are boudi huanid asnd foot
to support the (;overmnient, are slaves, in fact,
bondanen, und, thierefore, muîust support rini
at any cost -; it is not necessary even to
do justice to tien, because ut a umomient's
notice thîey mighîtlit be dischariged. Lack of funds is
given as the excuse for not payimg thiese menpro-
perly for thue services they lhave rendered, and at
the sane tune mioney is being thirown away. mîoney
collected froma these very public servants by taxa-
tion, and expended for ilegal purposes in order to
erect public buildings and thus secuare political
support. I cannot conceive of any greater abuse
of power thianî that illustrated by these Very trans-
actions that this connittee have been compelled
to cousider to-ight. A Gosvernmeint treatig the
taxes of the people which have been collected from
the people for the people's good as their own
noney, as anmeans of fortifying thenselves in office,

forgetting they are trustees sinmply of thiose funds
for the public-if we properly framned the criminal
code we would make it applicable to those guilty
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