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Liberal principles; why they are opposing
the Government construction of that line,
when it would, beyond a doubt, be a pay-
ing investment to this country.

denounced it in the past. Let them explain
why they are turning their backs upon the
west and sbandoning us to a stupendous
monopoly. And let them explain, above all,
why when their conduct is questioned, they

éhe can take the House

into his confidence

'for a moment and tell us when the tariff
.will be brought down.

Let them

explain why they are mnot opposing mono-. .
poly in regard to this matter as they have ?;ei_h%fab;?;:g cg,f Fingy?néa?ie&%tthf }ﬁ?e

The PRIME MINISTER (Mr. Laurier).

‘reason to believe that he will be in a posi-

bhave only torrents of abuse to turn upon
the perseon who thinks it his public duty -

to call attention to the matter. Sir, until
these matters are cleared up, I have no fear
in standing in this House or any place else

tion to make that announcement on Mon-
day.

THE FRANCHISE ACT.

The SOLICITOR GENERAL (Mr. Fitz-

‘patrick) moved second reading of Bill (No.

-to

in public and stating what 1 have stated ;
and I am perfectly willing that the gemeral
puthlic should judge who is the liar and the.

slanderer.

I can tell the * Globe ” that I de not intend
to be prevented from doing my duty by any
methods of blackguarding that they may in-
dulge in. If vilification coming from the
hirelings of

out in matters of this kind, I should not be
here to-day.
hitherto and I will oppose it and denounce

During the elections of last June, 1 foughr
for what I thought to be best for the mono-
poly-cursed masses of the west. [ have
their cornfidence, and do not intend to betray
it even in the altered atmosphere of this
Parliamentary chamber. Whatever I might
be inclined to do under ordinary circum-

stances, these are most extraordinary cir-| gome changes in the franchise law.

cumstances ; when I see that fair western!naq:5 to have been admitted on all sides and

province with all its wealth threatered witn
complete subjugation to monopely, I consider
I would be unworthy of a seat in this House,
I would be untrue to the interests of the peo-
ple I represent if I did not cry out against
the impending calamity and denounce those
who are endeavouring to profit by the ruin
of my province. My duty is clear; I have
taken a stand and I intead to keep it, whe-
ther it pleases the * Globe” or any person
else or not. I take the stand that seems tn
me to be dictated by my duty in the in-
terest of my constituents, of my province
and of the couatry generally ;
ready and willing at any time that my
constituents should have an opportuniiy of
saying whether they endorse my action and
conduct upon this matter, or whether they
prefer the despicable attitude taken by the

“ Globe.” I beg to move the adjournment

of the House.
Motion to adjourn, negatived.

THE TARIFF.

Mr. FOSTER. Before the Orders of the

Day are called, I would Mke to ask the
leader of the Government, as 1 do not see
the Finance Minister (Mr. Fielding) here, if

I have opposed monopoly parg will be impressed with the necessity

all who, to my mind, are coquetting with it.;zamd wisdom of censolidating the law upon

and T am

7) to consolidate and amend the law relating
the election of members of the
House of Commons. He said: In my ex-
planation at the time of introducing this
Bill, I stated that the object was, in the
first place, to consolidate the present law
with reference to Dominion elections, and

-that in the consolidation will he found cer-

nuynopolists and a corrupted

press could have deterred me from speaking . gjactions finds it necessary to consult four-

tain amendments. When I state that at
the present time one who wishes to under-
stand the law with reference to Dominion

-teen or fifteen different statutes. bon. mem-

this subject. This Bill provides for the re-

"peal of the Franchise Act of 1885 and the

i substitution of provincial franchises,

pro-
vincial lists and previncial polling divisions.
With reference to this particular part of
the Bill, I take it for granted that it is
almost universally admitted that the time
has arrived when it is necessary to make
That ap-

the only question which it was at all neces-
sary to discuss is as to the direction that
these should take. The Franchise Aet of 1885
was found to be cumbersome and expensive,
expensive not only to the state—and that

will be accepted by hon. members when

I say that since that law came imto force in
1885 an expenditure of over a million dol-
lars has been incurred under it by the state
—but also to those whko had occasion to
take part in political matters, I think I

fcan venture to assert that eagh revision

of the tariff that took place involved an
expenditure of from $200 to $300 by every
member of this House. Not only were the

public subjected to this inconvenience and

expense, but we also found that we were
deprived of a real genuine voters' list at
the time of elections. I think it will be
found the three elections that have taken
place since 1885 were held on voters’ lists
that were two years old. I think, though I
am not positive, that in one case it was
foand that the voters’ list was almost three

years old when the elections took place.

It seems, as I have said, to be universally
admitted that some change is necessary.
‘What we have now to consider is what sys-
tem shall be adopted in place of the cum-



