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QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE said--Mr.
Speaker, You mentioned a case of an hon,
member of this House, the other evening,
vho had voted inadvertently before lie

had taken the oath that he was required
to take by law. I said at the time I did
not think it would be competent for you,

Bon. Mr. Cauchon.

,(sir, to strike the name off the roll. I
have since examined similar cases occur-
ring ni England, and I did not find that
the naie was struck off ; but in one case,
-I will furnish the reference to hon.
gentlemen opposite-the voting without
having taken the oath was held to operate
as vacating the seat, and a new wiit was
moved for inmediately.

Mr. McCALLUM---The seat is vacant
now.

lon. Mr. MACKENZIE-The hon.
meimber for Monck says the seat is vacant
now; but I think the lion. gentleman is quite
capable of fllling both seats. I was about
to say, Mr. SPEAKER, that in that parti-
cular case, and it is the only case I have
been able to find, a motion was made for
the issue of a new writ, and inmediately
following it was a motion to introduce a
Bill of Indenity. The lion. gentleman
lias undoubtedly subjected himself to the
penalties imposed by law upon such mem-
bers as sit anid vote without having taken
the oath prescribed by law, and my
impression is at present (and I state it
subject to the opinion of the louse which
I invite) that we cannot strike the name
off the division list. We must consider
that the division might have been one
carried by a majority of one, or it might
have been carried by the casting vote of
the SPEAKER; it might have, therefore,
been an important division, and we have
to consider what the effect would be if the
vote were struck off sucli a division as
that.' As the naine does not appear to
hiave been struck off in the Englisi louse
of Comnons, I propose, subject as I say to
the opinion of old mnembers of the House
who have though t over this question, simply
to have a Bill of indeîmnitv introduced that
will be held to cover any wrong the hon'.
gentleman has counitted in the premises.

Right Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDON-
ALI) hoped the lon. First Minister would
be kind enough to hand over the case
which was a startling one, and he would
take the earliest opportunity of looking
into it. It w ould be an unfortunate cir-
cumstance, and one which the House would
deplore, if an inadvertance of that kind
should compel any lion. member to vacate
his seat. He thought the correct course
to pursue was to introduce a Bill of indem-
nity, so as to protect the hon. member
froi the possibility of an action. The case
ought to be examined by members of the

3 -21


