
Article 3

Mercury supply sources and trade

1. For the purposes of this Article:

(a) References to “mercury” include mixtures of mercury with other substances, including 
alloys of mercury, with a mercury concentration of at least 95 per cent by weight; and

(b) “Mercury compounds” means mercury (I) chloride (known also as calomel), 
mercury (II) oxide, mercury (II) sulphate, mercury (II) nitrate, cinnabar and mercury sulphide.

2. The provisions of this Article shall not apply to:

(a) Quantities of mercury or mercury compounds to be used for laboratory-scale research or 
as a reference standard; or

(b) Naturally occurring trace quantities of mercury or mercury compounds present in such 
products as non-mercury metals, ores, or mineral products, including coal, or products derived 
from these materials, and unintentional trace quantities in chemical products; or

(c) Mercury-added products.

3. Each Party shall not allow primary mercury mining that was not being conducted within its 
territory at the date of entry into force of the Convention for it.

4. Each Party shall only allow primary mercury mining that was being conducted within its 
territory at the date of entry into force of the Convention for it for a period of up to fifteen years 
after that date. During this period, mercury from such mining shall only be used in manufacturing 
of mercury-added products in accordance with Article 4, in manufacturing processes in 
accordance with Article 5, or be disposed in accordance with Article 11, using operations which 
do not lead to recovery, recycling, reclamation, direct re-use or alternative uses.

5. Each Party shall:

(a) Endeavour to identify individual stocks of mercury or mercury compounds exceeding 
50 metric tons, as well as sources of mercury supply generating stocks exceeding 10 metric tons 
per year, that are located within its territory;

(b) Take measures to ensure that, where the Party determines that excess mercury from the 
decommissioning of chlor-alkali facilities is available, such mercury is disposed of in accordance 
with the guidelines for environmentally sound management referred to in paragraph 3 (a) of 
Article 11, using operations that do not lead to recovery, recycling, reclamation, direct re-use or 
alternative uses.
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