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@ Canadians will for some time be preoccupled with the implications of the new North’ 3
- American military command. There will likely be better opp ortunities for Dutch Canad1an
' initiatives outside of Europe rather than inside it. B L AR

e From a Dutch perspecuve cooperauon \mth Canada outsxde Europe gets hand1capped
' by Ottawa s hablt of cuttlng spend1ng on ODA 5 ; R :

- e From' a Canadlan perspectlve Canadas access to the EU, and hence its ablhty to
cooperate’ fully with the Netherlands, is likely to be affected negatlvely by new visa
 tequitements in the Schengen group, limiting Canadians to three-monthis maximum of
visa-free entry; nevertheless, since 11 September there may be more potenual for bllateral
» efforts on Thlrd Pﬂlar items.

. Perhaps Workmg together on a )omt threat assessment, say on WMD mlght prove
B Worth domg? '

e Apother possiblie fa_rea for ‘cooperation';:‘ the Carlbbean riegion.; '

CLOSING REMARKS

From the Dutch s1de Prof. Siccama obsetved that much of the focus of the
“seminar over the 1 two days had been the US i in the aftermath of 11 September which led

'~ him to remark upon a ma]or d1fference between Canada and the Netherlands: the former
‘was part of America's "strategic space " the latter was not. By implication, Canada's ability

- to influence US thinking had risen, while the Netherlands' had declined. Indeed,
~ compared with the height of the Cold War, when all reinforcements destined for the
" Central Front would have had to pass through Belgian and Dutch potts, you could even

say that Dutch strategic standing vis-a-vis the US had changed "drasﬁca]ly " 5
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- Less explicitasa focus of the dlscus51on was a theme that intruded several times at’
- the margins of the debate: the question of Europe's. finalité. This, suggested Prof.
- Siccama, would have gteat beating on the quality of Dutch-Canadian relations in the
* future. The EU's future constitutional order was more likely to reflect French and British,
rather than German, preferences, in that it was doubtful that future constitutional order
would much resemble "federalism." As for the Nethetlands, "we have to admit that we
- have abandoned the supranational, federal position ourselves." Only Germany and
- Belgtum appeared today still to be commltted to a federal Europe
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