
12. The Rt. Hon. Lord Callaghan of Cardiff KG, ACOPS' President and a former Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, applauded the United Nations' decision to deciare
1998 to be International Year of the Oceans and stressed the important role that
NGOs such as ACOPS had to play in bringing home the message of protection of the
oceans and their resources. He also thanked Congressman Cuit Weldon, ACOPS'
Vice-President from the USA, for his role in the promotion of the concept of ocean
security, both nationally and globally.

13. Dr. Manio Soares, Chairman of the IWCO, expressed the view that it was essential for
mankind to form a new relationship with the environment, especially with regard to
future generations. as it progresses towards the third millennium. He hoped that by
being visionary in objectives and pragmatic in approach, both the beauty of the
oceans and their resources could be more fully availabie for the benefit of mankind.
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