
quality-produced "television" programns from around the world are made available, over

the World-Wide Web, though obviously varying in content and sophistication. Radio

broadcasts are following a parallel trajectory. Should the "integration" of media continue

to the point that the Web subsumes television and radio entirely (a realistic prospect), the

point of continuing broadcasting regulations would seemn negligible. The public

broadcaster would be but a whisper ini an arena of screams.

From the perspective of this collective image, then, the primary "threat" that the

Internet poses is its potential undermining of collective national identities. The primary

object of security is presumed to be "the nation" -- the imagined community of people

who share a distinct language or ethnicity. 0f the four collective images under study

here, this collective image is the one with the least visible support. Several countries (or

ministries and departments within these countries), such as Canada, France, Iran, Iraq,

Germany, Vietnam, China, Syria, and Myanmar have made officiai pronounicements that

showed a sense of concern about threats to cultural identity in the Internet environment. 2

With some, such as Canada and France for example, the sense of concemn seems clearly


