
PANEL ON INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

"INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND RESOIJRCE MANAGEMENT:
TRENDS FOR THE FUTURE"

1. Speakers

Silvia Maciunas (moderator), Owen Saunders, Dr. Darren Goetze, and His Exceliency Philemon
Yang

2. Overview

The Panel's focus, was to discuss the future development of international environinental law.
There lias been significant movement to negotiate multilateral treaties that are geared towards, the
convservation of resources. The aim of preserving the environent could at times be at odds
with other international regimes, such as trade treaties. A clear understanding of various
overlapping interests is required to better facilitate the creation of international environental
Iaw.

3. Discussion

Owen Saunders discussed issues surrounding transboundary water. Water is an intimiate part of
culture throughout the world. lIn particular, it is an integral part of the Canadian identity. Thus
Canada lias made significant contributions to the development of Water Law. Mr. Saunders
raised two aspects of water's legal regime that menit discussion. First, transboundary water
historically has playcd an imnportant rote in the bilateral relationship between Canada and the
U.S. The 1909 Boundary Water Treaty was the central focus of the relationship between the two
countries. The treaty was visionary as it deait with issues such as watercourse and shed riparian
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