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MONTREAL MUSEUM ACQUIRES GOTHIC TREASURE

The most valuable purchase in the 111-year
;tory of The Montrea.l Museum of Fine Arts - a
perb sixteenth-century sculpture by the Late
thic German master Tilmann Riemenschneider -

s announced last month.
Although the cost of the sculpture was flot dis-

>sed, 18 months of the Museum's endowment in-
'ne were committed to the purchase. In addition,
rt of the cost was donated by the sculpture 's
mer owner, Professar L.V. Randali, of Montreal,
honorary vIice-president of the Museum.

Carter said. "The quality of the object, the unusual
nature of the sculpture, itself a model, the absence
flot only in Montreal but in Canada of any piece of
Late Gothic sculpture of comparable quality and the
revenues to be estimated from endowment, ail com-
posed part of but not the full answers to the
challenge.

Though the Museum set a precedent by com-
mitting endowment incarne for 18 months, it is con-
vinced that, with such an addition as this, it has
taken an important step towards the enhancement of
its collection and the goals of the Museum.

Sir Kenneth Clark, author of the celebrated tele-
vision series and book Civilisation, calîs Reimensch-
neider "one - perhaps the best - of many German
carvers in the Late Gothic style".

The work, farmerly in public and private collec-
tions in Munich, Frankfurt, Chelsea, Berne and
Montreal, depicts the Martyrized St. Sebastian. It
'<markedly emphasizes the fragility of person" and
features "a formai perfection and new sense of
beauty".

Said Mr. Carter:
"The fleeting smile gives an expression of

pathos ta Riemenschneider's model which has a
haunting beauty and nobility of form separating it
from those il inspired and transcending the limita-
tions of the medium with the delicacy of its carving
andl perfection to surface."

iartyr of the early Church, is said
la Narbonne, in Gaul in 255 and to


