
The focus on illegal transfers of small arms and other weapons is reflected in recent
initiatives at the OAS to develop the Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing and

Trafflicking ofFirearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other Related Materials (1997) and a
Model Regulation for the Control of International Movement of Firearms, their Parts and

Components and their Ammunition. (A draft Regional Agreement for Mutual Legal Assistance

With Respect to Illegal Trafficking in Weapons (1996) has also been elaborated by the Central
American Security Commission.) He pointed out that the Model Regulation (adopted ini Peru in
November 1997) is a set of guidelines to govern the import, export and mn-transit movement of
ail commercially traded firearms. The guidelines do flot apply to governent-to-government
transfers of military small arms. The Convention contains measures to encourage and facilitate
enhanced cooperation among OAS countries in dealing with illicit transnational trafficking
associated with firearms, their parts and components, ammunition and explosives.

Nations initiatives, and regionaily-based initiatives. A base upon wflîcf tuture worK ana
enhanced international cooperation can be build exists. However, unless existing initiatives are

implemented, they have the potentiai to create a faise sense of security. "Formai agreements are,
in themselves, incapable of curbing the negative effects of the proliferation of firearmns in the

Hemisphere. They must lead to concrete, concerted actions byjurisdictions.Y Therefore, efforts

should be directed to trying to implement already existing instruments rather than adopting new

Conventions. In conclusion hie reminded participants that progress at the international level
depends on the progress achieved domesticaily.


