PREAMBLE

The Parties to this Agreement,

Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of A New International Economic Order; the Integrated
Programme for Commodities; A New Partnership for Development: the
Cartagena Commitment and the relevant objectives contained in the Spirit
of Cartagena,

Recalling the International Tropical Timber Agreement, 1983, and
recognizing the work of the International Tropical Timber Organization
and its achievements since its inception, including a strategy for
achieving international trade in tropical timber from sustainably
managed sources,

Recalling further the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, the Non-Legally Binding Authoritative Statement of

Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation and
Sustainable Development of all Types of Forests, and the relevant
Chapters of Agenda 21 as adopted by the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development in June 1992, in Rio de Janeiro; the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change; and the Convention on
Biological Diversity, ;

Recognizing the importance of timber to the economies of countrién
with tﬁngpraucing forests,

Purther recognizing the need to promote and apply comparable and
appropriate guidelines and criteria for the management, conservation and

sustainable development of all types of timber-producing forests,

Taking into account the linkages of tropical timber trade and the
international timber market and the need for taking a global perspective

in order to improve transparency in the international timber market,

Noting the commitment of all members, made in Bali, Indonesia, in
May 1990, to achieve exports of tropical timber products from
sustainably managed sources by the year 2000 and recognizing
Principle 10 of the Non-Legally Binding Authoritative Statement of
Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation and
Sustainable Development of all Types of Forests which states that new
and additional financial resources should be provided to developing
countries to enable them to sustainably manage, conserve and develop
their forests, including through afforestation, reforestation and
combatting deforestation and forest and land degradation,



