
among individuals is flot quite so central.

Whv We Trust

Monegrnanbehavior is consistent with Hume's argument about oui natural
selfshnss.Hume provided the basis for much of contemporary pu~blic choice. It is

irratQonal to contribute to the provision of a public good. It is always more profitable to be a
free rider (Oison, 1965). More generâlly, it neyer makes sense for people to cooperate in
any way wherever there are mixed motives. If you can gain at someone else's expense, as in

P risnr IDiknima games, defection is always the dominant strategy.
Hume spelled out why: 1 caii do little to prevent you from, reneging on me later on.

If we mae bidn agreements that would link my conunitments to yours, we coiZld resolve
collective acinproblems. Without someone to enforce this contract, you cannot rest easy

tha Iwil flfllmy obligain For a promise is just "cheap talk" (Crawford and Sobel,
1982). It ot me nothing to make a promise. You will rcgiethat I have ventured littie

anddisoun te vlueof y ommtmet i yur w stiaton of the costs and benefits of
cooeain

If youhave10 incentive to contribute to a collective good, you have no reason to
behavemorally in other realms. Why should you keep your promises? Why, apart from any

coneqencs f gttng auhtwold ourefai frm teain? You wouldn't. Moral
behvir i te smegeri problem as contributing to a collective good. Someone who

dent watt eya tax to build a bridge would seek to fidways of chetn on taxes to
PSYfo t ohpolm revolve arourn4 trust. If you trust so n, you will believe

hi/hr cheap talk." You could resolve collective action dlma:People who trust others
aremoe lkey o coprat i Pisoer' Dlemagaines (1)sth 1960). People night

cOnribteif he beiee tatothrswill pay their share. They uea smarguideline for
morl bhavortheGolen ule Dounto otliers~ as you would have them do utyou.

Pubicchocehas taken multiple paths to acutfrhow we get to coeain
Twoconern m hee. neempasieslife exprecs ,the other vaues. 1 believe that

bot ae ssntalto udrtadn why people choeto behave norally. Bohexplaain


