
.47 The only Jrawback of cible, a shiort-term limitation, is mn respect of acce-s
and timinig. Information provided bv Tclcomi shows câble o the home would not
bc aallable before 1994 and tlien would be availabie only progressively.2s This
choice. of usîng cable as il becomes available as the only miechanism does not
satisfy the criterion of universality of --wcebs and timing.
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4.48 In these circumstances the options are to use MQDS in conjunicton with
either satellite or cabie, or both, so that ail the selection criteria cari be satisfie4.
It should be recognised that MDS is only a stop-gap solution which wilI have to
g;ive way to cable when it becomnes available. It is clear froni the table on
comparative adivantages of ctelivery sysiemrs thaL cable should be ihe pay tv
delivery systemi in the long-terrm. The suiperioriîy of cabJe is recogniseci by almost
everyone. Care shold bc taken noct w put ini place short-cerm rneasures which
inhibit the introduction of cable. The use of indirect broadciisting by satellite with
MDS as the prirnary method of delivering pay tv, particularly with 'soft eanry'
pricing an~d long-term contracts for satellite delivery (sec paragraph 71.10), would
inhibit the introduction of cable. Therefore. the committee cloes no[ support the
sateltitelMDS optùim of primary delivery for pay lv.

4.49 'There wilJ be areas of Australia that cannot be serviced by cable-MDS.
Frr rhp-çP irpi, the vçren that is best able to meet the criteria should be chosen.

Committee recorin


