
A Conqtemporary Classîc

Thle word is out: Monitreal's
Louis Lortie is one of the finest
pianists around today. Since
lie won first prize at the pres-
tiglous Busoni Competition in
1984, Lortie's international
career lias taken a quantum
leap.
A pianist of wide and various
abilities, lie displays great
rhytlimic f reedom, immense
contrass and an appealing
exuberance. But best of ail,
Lortie makes lis piano sing
- sometimes at tlie heiglit
of its power and at other
times in an almost seductive
whisper. To do ail tliis requires
ân uincommon command of

from critics and audience
alike. Later tliat year, lie took
tlie goîd medal at tlie Busoni
Competition in ltaly.

Since that time, Lortie lias
iaunclied a career that is truly
international in scope. In
addition to regular orchestral
appearances and recitais in
lis native Canada, Lortie lias

Lortie, now 30, consistently
gives performances that are
liailed the world over. "'Spine-
tingling," wrote London's
Geoffrey Norris in tlie Te/e-
graph. ''One of tliose thrilling
occasions when technique,
artistic imagination and an
obvious love for the music aIl
came together in a reading
of rare refinement and
distinction."-

much as a virtuoso and lie
manifests the rare quality of
commanding an audience's
silent and undivided
attention."-

But rave reviews are juSt haif
the story. From London and
Beijing to New York and
Milan, Lortie's brilliance
always succeeds in stunning
the crowds that assemble to
hear him play. Yet Lortie is
not sliowy. If anything, this
artist deals In cool, etfortless
undersiatement and knows
just how to capture the imagi-
nation of lis listeners without
resorting to flashy, flam-
boyant tricks.


