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Lessons From The Police Strikes
In a very interesting article on Police strikes the Arn-

enican City presents the question very clearly as it affects
the conlmunlty.

The strikes of policemen are flot isolateti outbreaks, but
symptoms of long-standing grievances to which American
cities muet give heed.

The occasion of the Boston strike was the suspension
by the Police Commissioner of nineteen poicemnen, all offl-
cers in, and organizers of, a police union formed ln de-
,fiance of his express orders, which were su@ported. by the
Mayor and the Governor. Our rentiers are doubtless fam-
Mlar with the story of violence, pillage, and loss of lfe
that ensued when the protection of the police ceaseti andi
crimiinals Rfocked to the city to make the most of their op-
Portunities. This wasý checked 'only by the determlned
action of Governor Coolidige by means of the state militla
and the organization of a volunteer police force madie Up
Of courageous, public-spirited citizens.
WPrier to the Boston affair, the Commrissioners of the
District of Columbia had refuseti to permit the organization
Of a union of police lu Washinlgtonl, a position in whlch
they were subsequently uphelti by President Wilson, la the
followlng words-

"I amn desirous as you are, of deallng with the police
force in the most Juet and geflerous way, but 1 think that
any association of the police force of the Capital City, or
of any great city, whose object Is to bring pressure upon
the public of the' comýnunity such as wlll endanger the
Public pence 'or embara'ss the maintenance of order shoulti
in no case be countenanceti or permitted."

At the Presldent's suggestion, action on the grievances
of the Washington police was deferred pending hie return
to Washington and- the Industrial Conference of October
6.

About the same time the police anti firemen of Macon,
Gla., refused to yleld to the demands of the local Civil Ser-
vice COrnmlssion to tiisband their unions. The police, ac-
cording to press reports, hooted the order, andi the memi-
bers o! the firemen's union announced that they would
.1only be put out with guns." Two chiefs of police have
failed to compel obedience and have resigneti. The case

bat conditions in both thie police andi
en far frorn ideal, anti that the ex-
rme at present prices, the restriction
nce, anti, in many cities, the tieduc-
for pension funti dues, ara particular-
Shlgh cost of living. Moreover. it le4
the salaries paid te) policemen andi

is, as well as to teachers and other
i, tiigraceful commentary upon our
,e to the falthful service cuetomarily
pIoyees.
Listice Of many of tniese claims, are
Lthe police andi firemen have sought

"The fact that the policemen's union (ini Washington)
le bound by a "no-strike' provision la an earnest of the In-
tention of Its members not to resort to a strIke as a weap-
on of compelling lis demands, but If It he affiliated with
with other organizations which do contemplate the use of
a strîke in an emergency, every member of the police force
who ls a mnember of the union would be Ilable to the charge,
however falsely made, of favoritisrn ln the performance
o! duty ln the event of industrial trouble Involvlng the
organizadtion with whlch It le affillated."

A policeman Is mornlly obligated by bis oath of office
to asslst In the preservation of law and order, As such,
ît Is lnconceivable that hie coulti serve two masters, one of
which, by its very nature, must ever represent, not ail the
people, but a class. A police department, cannot fulfilI
its duty to the public If is members are eubject, even to
the slightest degree, to the direction 6f ani organization
outside the department not responsIble to the public. The
absolute subordina:tlýn o! armnedi force z. civil authority
as representatIve of ail the people has bean a fundamental
belle! of the Amnerican people since the adoption of the
Constitution. It cannot be compromised, for It le the very
essence of security to persons and property, and any
change byý which a separate and Inevitable confllctîng
alleglance, would be Introduceti to lesseft the direct re-
sponsibillty of the police to the people wot'Id be intolerable.

8.-The right of the police to utrikee,-Preident Wilson,
In hits speech at Helena, Mont., on September 11, set forth
the only possible nwer to this question when he saiti:

III wnnt to say this-that a strike, o! thepolicemen of a
grent City, leaving that city at the mercy of an army or
thugs, is a crime againet civIlization.

"In my *judgment the obligation of a policeman le as
sncred andi direct as the obligation of a soldier. Hle Is a
public servant, not a prIvate employee, andi the whole
honior o! the community Is In hie bande. He hias no rIght
te prefer any private advantage to the public safety.

'Il hope that that lesson will be burneti In s0 that It will
neyer again be forgotten, because the pride of America
is that it can exercise self-control."

That b-is position Is heartily concurred in by thoughtfui
clty employes ie evident from the followIng resolution
aiop)teti by 643 officere of the New Yoile City Pire De-
partinent on September 15:

"The memLbersý of the uniforxn4d force of the Pire De-
partaient b)eing public, officiais serving as a force of pub-
lic safety, we believe that nny nttenxpt o! an organIzeti ef-
fort on the part of such fore to engage in a strike under
a!ny circumTnts.nres woulti be akin te mutlnY andi tesertion
o! poste ln time of danger. which would net only result in
an undue menace to the lives and propertv of the citizene
of the clty, but would also be an unlawful proceeding anti
a crime againet civilization andi governn-ent."

The Honor Legion (1,100 stroug) of the New York Police
Ilepartment on October 1 jadojteti a similar resolution.
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