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CONVOCATION.

The annuai Convocation of University Coilege loses none of its
Popularity. This year the numiber of invited guests who sought
admission to the hall seemed greater than ever, and miany were
obliged to remain outside. The students xvere mach quieter than
usuai, and there was very littie unseemly bebavior. It was, indeed,
rather a puty to, hear so little choruis singing hbMween the speeches.
Convocation Day is one of the fexv stuclents' days, and no one is
desirous of inter ferin.- rith their characteristic proceedings, so
long as they conduct thern w ith due decorunl.

The first item on the programme w'as the presentation t0 the
President of students who had attained special academical distinc-
tion. As the naines have appeared in the cbiily press, wre omit
them here. Since the abolition of medais and sc hioiir,,hips by the
Senate, the Cou-ncil have beeri endea\ oçring« te, substitute sîrnllar
awards in thc College, by means of private beriefactions. These
mnedals and scholarships were presented for the tirst tinme this year.
It is significant of the difficulty of obtaining fiist-class honours in
the graduating year, under the nexv standard, tbat, in each depart-
ment, there was oniy one candidate entitird to receive the medal.
The absence of Miss Balmer, who graduatcd first in Modern
Languages, and of Mr. G. Chambers, who stood first iii the final
examination in the Chemistry departmrent, wvas commented upon.
No medals were anncunccd as wvon in these clepartiments. WV. H.
C. Kerr, Esq., M.A., wbo bias eiidow'ed a medaI in Ciassics, deli-
vered a lengtliy speech on the occasion of the firsi presentation nf it,
in wbich be enlogizeci the former Professor of Classics, Dr. McCaul.

The chief interest of Convocation, howver, centred in the ad-
dresses of the Revs. Drs. Potts and Nelles, the former the General
Educational Secretary 10 the Metbodist Conference, tbe latter
President of Victoria College, Cobourg. lDr. Plotts delivered a
short address, in wvhich hce expressed bis gmt at pleas me at bcing
present in his officiai capacity 10 express in public, on this, the flmst
opportunity, the satisfaction of the Methodist Church that Victoria
was about to join th federation of Colieges affiliated to the Univer-
sity of Toronto, and to make its home in Queen's Park. He
stated bis belief that the educative power of Victoria College svould
be greatly increased throughi this affiliation, and took it as an
omen of the increased -efflciency of the Methodmst Churcb tun supply
the educational requiremcints of its own people.

Dr. Nelles followed in a highiy eulogistic and eloquent stmain.
He referred to the great pleasure il gave him to stand upon the
same platforrn with the bionoured President nf Univers~ity Collrge,
as a fellow workem and ally in the cause of univemsity education.
He congratulated the Methodist Chui-cb and Victor a College that
iwas in the near future to work side by side wiîb University

College in the comiron cause nf higber education. Dr. Nelles
spoke very hopefully of the future of bis own coilege. He modestly
referred to its achievements in the past, and pmedicted mauch
greater resulîs ini the future. The doctor then spuke at lemigîl upun
the attitude of the Provincial Govcrnmenî towards the Provincial
University, and urged very strongly the necessity of immediate
expenditure. The professoriate staff hie described as altogether
Iiadequate to the requiremeuts of tbe large and ever increasing
ilumbers of students attending the University. A hall of sufficient
size to answem aIl purposes was a crying necessity, and hie boped
the Government would give the mnatter immediate atention. Duri1ýg
Dr. Nelles' speech severai rather unseemly remnarks were made by
a few recalcitrants at the back of tbe hall. Visitors, at least,
should be safe from interruption and annoyance. fI was no in
the best possible wste for a humorously disposed individual to cali
out .A-mnen in ultra-clerical style at the end of one of the doctor's
Periods.

Dr. Wilson then delivered bis annual address, vh ich bias been
very fully reported in the daiiy paliers, and needs no recapitulation
here. The President spoke with that unpretending eloquence
Ilhich always characterizes bis addresses, irnd bie was listened to
1>ith careful attention, even by the gentlemien in the rear. He
colitteously welcomed Victoria College, and took the oppnrtuniîy
of dsclaimîng tbe inuendo tbat it would be practically reduced to
the level of a theological coilege. For bis own part lie was glad
that Victoria had corne into fedemation as an Arts college, and
hOPed that with greaîîy increased appliances, il wouid do still better
work than it had doue in the past. Before closing, Dr. Wilson
publiciy thanked the friends of University College who had
generously contributed miedais, scholarsbips and prîzes te, supply
the ioss occasioned by the expropriation of scbolarsbip funds.

THz VARSITY aiso may be allnwerl to welcome the new afflliated
cOllege, and to extend to it hearty congratulation upon its present
remnovai to the centre of learning and efinement in this cnuntry.
We bave every confidence in the future of the University to wbicb
we owe our existence. We believe it is destined to rank among
the first educationai forces in the world. As the tide ni civilisation
moves with slow but certain step from the nid world to the new;
and as even now this continent stands in the full light of the wisdom
of the past, and gathers power for the wisdom of its own bereafier,
our University, even now in the forefmont, bas a future before
it which is not to be bounded, but by the fancy of prophetic vision.
To this University does Victoria corne ; of it may she prove herself
a worthy mnember.

COMMUNICATIONS.
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SI R,, I think it righit that the facts set forth in the letters fvom
the Coilege Counicil read at the firstilmeetinglof thle Liî-r -r y Society,
should be pmesented promîuent)y to the notice of aIl stuclents. As
no (oubt there are niany wbio did not bear the letter mead, it miay
be weii to recounit bere the position of tire Council in the niatter.
It wii be remernbered iRai we were refused hast yeam the use of Con-
vocation Hall for public meetings, and as a consequence it followed
that strained relations subsisted betwecn tbe Society and the Count-
cil until the close of the year.

In the letter 1 bave spoken of above, the Collegc Council bas
condescencied to expiain, and it at once becornes apparent that like
most other misu-nderstandmngs, this had at botîomn nothing bat wbat
will comrmend itself to the gond sense of ail. The Council bias de-
cided to allow the Society tîme use of Convocation Hall as of nid,
wishing the students, at the samne time, to bear in mmid the follow-
ing statement of fact. The insumance comipanies wbich have risks
on the buildings have notified the Counicil tbat shouid a tire occur
while students are in the vaults or otherwise about tbe buildings
at illegai boums, the risks wiil bie invalid.

This speaks for itself ; and it is to be hoped that it will menit the
attention it deserves. STUDENT.

THE LITERARY SOCIETY.
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SISis,-Steps xvere taken lu the Liîerary and Scientific Society.
during the past year lonking to a course of lectures to be delivered
under the auspices of that Society. A committee was appointed
and meported that the season xvas then su late that it was practically
impossible that year to secure desirable lectures. Sti11 later again
the Politicai and Science Club were in treaty with Henry George.
The Litery Society took action n the report presented armd ap-
pointed a committee to sit during tbe summier and niake what pre-
iiminary arrangements were necessamy. By tbis the matter w'ould
be in a sufficient state of forrvardness at the opening of the active
ivork of the Society, to ensure a good course of lectures during tbe
winter.

The students of every Amierican College womthy of tbe name
manage to secure for their course a very respectable lecture talent.
Tbere is an institution cailiug itself the Redpath Lyceurn Bureau,
Boston, U. S. A., througbi wbose agency, even at ibis late day, it
.might bie possible to comtplete a course. The Society could readily
provide a series even froiu amnong Canadiami men cf letîc-rs and
science. The matter should not be allowed 10 drop, an enterpris-
ing effort on the part of the Society wouid place the success of the
movement beyond doubt.

The nevemfailing objection 10 any new departure, Wili it interfere
with the conversazinne ? will be sure to be urged. But our body of
students ought to be able to support more than one College event
during tbe year. VERIT AS.

THE TUG 0F WAR.
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SIRS,-In tbe language oif liret Harte's Truthful Jamues, 1 would
rise to exclaim sadly,

WAhat is tis tirai I sec,
My eyer (Io I doubt ?

wVbicl il S prn//iing t0 Ie,
Or is visions about?

Is our civilization a [aillure,
Or is the Caucasian played nut ?

For I can hardly believe the evidence of my senses-did four
fresbmen, unhaied at that, draw after thein ignominiousîy, witb a
degrading rope, four seniors,-four seninrs,-foum fourth year men,
and among them the Mu//i of residence? Four seniors drawn
mu//a re/uc/an/es, like Virgil's bull !

I tossed on my bed in sleepless unmest, multitudinous tboughts
sumging tbrougb my brain aIl Thursday nigbt. 0 trunmpery, o
Moses !' 1 exclainîed. Have tRe seniors lost all the Roman vigour
of their predecessors ? Are they not the heirs of glaoits traditions?
Are the times wofully changed, that they cannot hoid their own
against the invading bordes nf the unhazed ? " Let them nI lay
that flattering function to their sole," as a great author bas said.

And tbis is why I mise bo reonrk, tearfully, as befome,
What is tIiiý tirr I sýec,
My eyes do 1 doribt ?

XVhici mis putzi liig to Imle,
Or is visions about?

Is omur civilization a failLire,
Or jr the Caricasian playe'i out ?
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