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at their peril, how far were the two
nations from the possibility of going to
war over a question of seals? The argu-
ment in question fails too, to take account
of the moral ditficulties, the human passions
and prejudices involved. Tt is not a ques-
tion of what the two governmente could
do but of what they would do. The fact
that notwithstanding the presence and in-
fluenc: of the arbitrators from other nat.
ions, the United States and Canadian
representatives of the DBoard respectively
voted yea and nay on the question of
regulations which were the prodact of the
best wisdom of all concerned, and which
made a verdict possible, may suffice to show
how much probability there was that a
mixed commission could have been formel,
or could have reached an agreement if form-
ed. In view of such considerations we see
no reason to hesitate to regard the Paris
decision as a triumph of the principle of
international arbitration.

The prospect for the unconditional re.
peal of the Sherman Silver Act by the
United States Congress are probably bright-
ening. The progress of events makes it
more clear that this is the one thing that
must be done. The attempts to secure
conditions, such as the fixing of a new ratio
between gold and silver, seem really to be
helping on the President’s policy of uncon-
ditional repeal,by showing the impossibility
of agreement upon any such ratio. The
proposal of Senator Bland and a few sup-
porters to change the ratio from one to 16
to one to 20 is dsnounced by the populists,
who say that that or any other change of
ratio would be a giving away of the whole
principle for which they are contending.
They want & larger volume of circulation,
not a larger silver dollar. The change of
ratio proposed would, they say, and the ar-
gument suggests volumes, add one-forth to
the national debt and to all private debts,
Lven if the opposition of the populists, who
are not very strong in v'oting power, were
disregarded and the principle of a change
of ratio conceded by the pro-silver leaders,
their cause would be pretty sure to suffer
shipwreck in the attempt to determine
what the new ratio should be. Perhaps
the chief danger to the cause of repeal now
ariges or may yet ariso from the fact that
the tension of the financial situation has
been somewhat relaxed by the change which
has taken place in the direction of the gold
current and the return of a considerable sum
from England and other European coun-

tries. Some are ready to infer, that as the
monetary situation has begun to improve
without the repeal of the Silver Act, the ro-
peal of that Act cannot b > the sine qua non it
has been represented to be—a hasty and
unwarranted conclusion of course, since it
is pretty clear that the prospect of the re-
penl of that Act is one of the chief in-
fluences in promoting a return of British
capital, and any change in the situation
which would make repeal doubtful would
quickly check the inflow and reverse the
current of foreign gold.

Curiously suggestive is the statement of
Mr. Edison, reported in the Review of
Reviews, to the effext that he hates the
products of his own inventive brain—-when
once they have talen shape and passed in-
to general use. “ Anything I have begun,”
he is quoted as saying, “is always on my
mind, and I am not easy while away from
it until it is finished, and then I hats it”
And again, in response to an ejaculation of
the astonishel and incredulous reporter :
*“ Whea it is all done and is & success, !
can’c brar the sight of it. I haven’t used
a telephone in ton years, and 1 would go
out of my way any day to miss an incan-
descent light.” Strange a3 the fact may at
first soem, it becomes far less surprising on
a little reflection and comparison with in-
dividual experience. It would be interest-
ing to learn the mental history of various
individuals in regard to such matters.
There would, we fancy, be found to be no
lack of sympathy and similarity with Mr.
Edison’s experience. What hard-working
journalist, for instance, does not often turn
with a tired feeling, which is not far re-
moved from disgust, or even loathing, from
the printed representation of that which
may have cost him much toil and weariness.
No doubt the same thing is constantly tak-
ing plaze in the minds of other workers as
they come in contact with the finished pro-
ducts of their industry. The old adage,
*familiarity breeds contempt,” has a new
application in such cases. And yet thers
must be many exceptions, or what becomes
of the stories we have 8o often heard of the
delight which authors and others have
taken in the work of their own brains or
hands. As we have said, a chapter of ex-
periences, drawn from living, representative
men and women, in this regard would be
full of interest. Here is a chance for some
industrious interviewer in want of a job.
It he should find Mr. Edison’s case char-
acteristic of many, and should feel the need



