" thelr extinetion or alteration

_nimetéen counmties,
" four of them I think, If the entire annual
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requirements of the people or mis-ap-
plied in the support of institutions which
have become obsolete, or officers whose
gervices have ceased to be necessary.

It would seem ‘that the tendency of
governmental actlion is to revert to the
0ld plan, namely, that all these charges
shall be paid directly by the people. This
statute of 1846 is being continually re-
vised and altered in that direction, and
it is quite reasonable to suppose that a
couple more revisions will wipe it out of
existence. It becomes imperative on the
people to look more and more closely in-
to the expenditure of the money thus
drawn from them. By the way, is this
growing practice of reviging the statutes
a safe one? Is the legislature supposad to
eriticize and consider every section of the
laws which are presented to it in a huge
volume or two? And if not, does it not
follow that the revised statute book may
contain ideas and even enactments that
the legislature should not, and perhaps
Wwould not, endorse?

There is a very cogent expression in
one of Edmund Burke's speeches which
might possibly apply. “The people have
noe interest in mis- fovernment, if they err
It Is never by design, but by mistake, but
it is far otherwise with governments,
they may err by design as well as by
mistake.” Byt to proceed. The second
question as to the necessity in the pub-
lic Interest of the retention of our fee sys-
tem is I think fully aunswered in the nega-
tive,

The third question—the possibility of

, 18 now to
be considered. We have in thls proviace

_fcurteenr superior court judges, and it is,

with many, a matter of wonder how they
get through with the mass of work
which devolves upon them. Let us turn
uow to amnother feature in judicial at-
Iairs, county judges. We have one of them
in every county in the province, and in
two. There are sixty-

judicial labor of the whole lot wasg lump-
€d, it is very doubtful If it would approach
the labour of the lourteen men above
spoken of.

The quarter sessions and county court
are ready to depart, they are even now
in artieulo mortis, and the fragment of
business which still appertains to them
can be easily disposed of, the so called
County judges criminal court, with ab-
solute jurisdiction ip all cases triable now
at quarter sessions, aided by judicious ap-
pointments of police magistrates to aet
as they now do, would meet al} the re-
guirements of the country in respect to
minor criminal offences; and there does

Dot seem to be any good reason why a

Judge could not work a circuit of three
or four counties or even more. In this way
the province might be parcelled out, so
to say, among fourteen men. The same
mode of procedure would equally apply
to division ecourvs. apa thus twenty-eight
or thirty men, or perhaps less, would do
the work of the whole sixty-four.

Let the county, under the provisions or
the statute, give the sheriff a fair remun-
eration for his actual services in connect-
ion with criminal justice, Wlthout‘. fees,
leaving him his elvil service fees as he now
has them. In our day and In a democrat-
f¢ country, such as ours Is and is nkelsr
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to be, nobody expects that an official is
to grow rich—cocked hats and javelin
men are quite out of place among us.

The 2lerk of the peace is the clerk of
the court of quarter sessions. If the court
goes, the clerk should go also; the trifl-
Ing amount of business which comes to
him now In connection with eriminal mat-
ters, should be done by his alter ego the
county attorney, now, it is using two
men to do not bhalf of one man’s work.

A great deal of the apparent work or
business of this offlce is in no sense of
any use or benefit to the public. The nec-
essary work is closely connected with the
action of the county couneil and should
be pald for by salary through that body.
Thke county court—surely eleven cases {(or
twice that number) in five years, could
be got rid of with the help of the division
court.

Having thus got vrid of one half of our
juries, for pity’s sake let the other, and
really essential, half, be selected in some
way less expensive and more in ac-
ecordance with ' common sense than the
idea which is at the bottom of the pre-
sent method, namely, that the position of
a man on the assessment roll is the actual
measure of lis intelligence and fitness.

Another remark apd I have done. It
is quite evident that there is a feeling of
unrest ahd dissatisfaction with the pre-
sent stat»é of affalrs generally in our eoun-
try. If there are existing evils, and we
&0 not doubt their existence, what is the
remedy? We are the freest people on the
tace of the earth. Our laws are just what
we choose to make them. If we find them
to be bad or ineffective, we can repeal or
alter them. If they are good we should
see that they are honestly and faithfully
executed. This is' the duty of every man.
It is the part of a fool and coward to fold
his hands in his difficulties and say, “I
will give up.” It is the part of an honest
upright man to look his difficulties square
in the face and say, “I will contend with
them and overcome them.”

We are vastly mistaken if we for a mom-
ent suppose that the recuperative ener-
gies ol a young country, such as ours,
could be stopped or stayed by slight de-
rangements or dlfficulties in the method
or mode of government. Nothing but con-
duct on the part of the people of the most
radically destructive character in which
they themselves must be involved, would

prevent the progress of thig country in'

the present day.

I have had personal contact with all
the difficulties with which our country has
had to deal for over sixty years, and my
confidence in its future is not in the least
shaken. I can look back upon all the pol-
Itical difficulties which culminated in the
month of December 1887, and the vast
exodus of our people consequent thereon,
which continued to aifect us for years,
Yyet, the recuperative enefgy of our coun-
try was such in the meantime, that we
lived through the terrible financial crisis
ol 1847, and though teartully scorched,
were not killed. Again In 1857 the wolt
was at the door; but for the last thirty
years our troubles have been trifles.

I cannot express the disgust I feel for
the craven, cowardly soul who seeks to
undermine, and if passible,
conntry; who, (carried away by some fool-
ish theory of government as in his opinion

t
‘alleging he was elected to crusade fof

destroy his -

[May 19th, 1893

it ought to be conducted, or
only true foundation of happiness borses
people i3 the price of barley oOF pat-
or some such chimera) is prepared wnasﬂ
ter, sell or give away this fair hel;s :
upon the face of which he himself g
greatest and worst blot.
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Nothing ean be more instructivé o

more important since it comes
every man’s bosom and business ?hﬁ a
curious evolution now rapidly takmg}:
in the Labour question. The latter ;‘veﬂ
coming purely pdlitical sociallsm. ‘
strike, whether futile or serious, Is 8t P

that ¢
for the -

G. H. GRIERSON: | -

pre 88° -
ent seized as the pretext to organi?

o

T
advanee the programme and the © yegt, o

Ceps . o om
“th>  so:ial revoiution. The m

a strike of any importance is declaré®
is at once commanded and directed be :
socialist deputy, who, wearng the 1B
nin of h's lezisaltive ofice, h&r“ng,m
the pecple to federate, in order 0 m;}
the tyrant eapitalists to their knees 26
wring from  them the eompensatior '
rather than the reforms, due to’'the Wodm
ing man. It is thus that Deputy B“?e
has taken charge of the strike at A®

I

u26

noe
social revolution in every part of Ff’:ﬂse'

and his cobireres ought to aet li.ke

and aid-the zommon cause by their P ‘

ence and theair experience. Mew
At ‘Angers, it is an anarchist, 00®

T
nler, that leads the strikists; the 18

they
do not exactly know what redress

f.
have to demaad from their employers: :ﬁzy
have been ordered to “go out,” and ;O‘
obey the password. The labour ‘?m
or trade syndicates, have besides
technical ‘
ministrative body, which manipulat®® e
organization for political ends
coming el:ctions. This anything b ot
cult organization is illegal; its &

mis
breaks the law, but how cure the gk

o
chief ?  The triumph of the Belgian Ws&mg‘ .

ing classes has stimulated the e’
classes in France to insist on the “mo’

Federate! {ederate! federate!
the order of the day, for French 18V
ists command-the ejectoral votes am .
making of the laws can be consedU®™’

committees, a collateral .

Such “"
ouf’

s .

o8

commanded. That mode of action i$ “;lwy
genial to the French temperament, alte
loves a concrete probleni and a d¢
and logical deduction.

Perhaps the most dangerous forﬂlm
socialism is that championed by the €9

de Mun. This deputy Is the official {e"ea,-*«'

sentative in
about “Christian Sozlalism.,” He ho8
returned from Rome, and asserts

private conversations with Leb XL

fro’

France of the Pope’s l;uﬁt; ‘

an® |
the latter desires the Comte to tr¥ O

re-establish “God in French mstit“‘iy0 n?fb
How—by relying on the people? ‘;
the present, asserts M. de Mun, t‘he,c
has been too closely bound up With
governing, the drawing-room clasﬂes;, !
clergy must go to the people, ¢a8" .

sy
their lot with them, and gain thelf h®

t
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pathies, as in the case of Ireland & o

¢
Pro
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United States. Only the Comte I8 .
paring two very unilke things ; the & b
in France have no sympathy with o
clergy, and in matters religlous &fec o
foundly inditierent. Gambetta’s war

g 18
“Clericalism, that’s the enemy!
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fresh and omnipoteat In France st

ure? ;
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