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laws. This would certainly be an inconvenient and dan-

gerous tbeory ta be acted uiponl under some circumstances

and in some States of the Union.

w HATEVER the historian of the future may have ta

record as the final conclusion in regard ta the
character of Emperor William of Germany, and as the

net resuits of his reign, the young Emperor is certainly

introducing some valuable reforms in an apparently

judiciaus way. Militarism, even thougb we admit it ta
be a necessary evil, is unquestionably the bane of Germany.

The stimulation of the military spirit has been the aim of

legisiation for generations past, and the present Emperor

bas been supposed ta be even more pronounced than any

af bis predecessars in bis entbusiasm for tbe army and al

tbings military. Be that as it may, some of bis recent

rescripts are admirably adapted ta improve the tone and

spirit of the profession and, tbrougb it, of the nation. One

of the evils whichbhas sprung up in cannection witb the

German military system bas been a tendency ta aristocra-

tisni in the selection of officers. Many of the officers' corps
are said ta be as exclusive as were certain regiments of tbe

British army before the abolition of purchase, whicb is

saying a good deal. This exclusiveness bas in Germany

been attained partly by regulations requiring certain money

qualifications in candidates for admission, the standard

varying in different brancbes of the army. A recent d'ere

of the Emperor bas flxed a certain reasonable maximum

as the qualification for a candidate. By thip means

families in moderate circumstances are placed on an equality

in point of eligibility witb those of noble birtb. Another

decree whicb bids fair ta be still more widely beneficial is

that farbidding duelling between officers, except witb tbe

consent of a milîtary court of bonour. This restriction
will have an effect far beyond the limits of the army.

Connected witb the cultivation of the military feeling,

wbicb is a înarked feature of the German educational

system, is the deplorable prevalence of duelling amang the

students at the universities and bigb scbools. According

ta the penal cade duelling' is forbidden, and punishable
witb imprisonmient ; but yet every officer on the active

list, and those belonging ta the reserve, have ta choose be-
tween accepting a challenge and quitting the service. In

spite af existing laws it is also regarded in many civilian

circles in Germany as a moral crime to refuse a challenge.
If duelling between afficers is cbecked there is little doubt

that also thase civilians wbo believe that a man's bonour

can anly be cleared by the sword will adopt an opinion
wbicb. is mare compatible witb the spirit of aur century.

By sucb practical measures as these Emperar William is

just naw putting at fault the pragnostications af those
wbo bave hitherto represented bim as hare-brained and

incapable.

INTEMPERA NUE.

w ~HATEVER may be aur opinion as ta, the beat ways
o f promoting the cause of temperance, there can be

no difference of opinion witb respect ta the supreme im-

portance of the wark. iDrinking is not only a great evil
in itself ; tut it is an accompaniment, an exaggerator, and

a cause of a great many other evils. A drunken people

mit be a degraded people; and a saciety which is distin-
guished by sobriety will generally be industriaus, prasper-

aus, and happy.
It is, then, witb no small surprise and sarraw that we

learn from the recent Budget speech of the Englisb Chan-
cellor of the Excliequer that there bas recently been a great

increase of drinking in the United Kingdom. Il'Comment-
ing upon the grass revenue fromn alcobolic beverages of

£C29,265,000," we are told, IlMr. Goscben said the figures

sliowed a universal rush ta the beer barrel, the spirit bottle,
and the wine decanter. Everybody seemed bent an toast-

ing the national prasperity and increasing the revenue. It
was a circumstance that must be deplored."

Mr. Gosclien attributes the increase of drinking ta the

increase of national prosperity.-and be bas grounds for lis
opinion. But this is not the wbole reasan. It is not merely
that the poarer classes bave spent a considerable amount
of their increased wages in this manner. It can hardly be
douboted that, for same reasan ai other, bath in England
and in this country the ardour of the temperance crusade
bas greatly abated. A few years ago a cansiderable num-
ber of men of aIl classes were wearing the bine ribbon at
their button.bole ; at the present moment it lias disappeared.
Sarne few years back a large number of men of ail classes
had become total abstainers ; at the present moment

many of tbemn have ceased ta, be so.

There must be some reason for this altered state of
tbings, apart from the increased prosperity of England or
Canada; and it may be well, in the interest of the tem-
perance movement, ta try ta ascertain tbemn. Perbaps we
ouglit ta begin by noting the fact, as ta some extent, the
effect of' mere reaction. About ton or twelve years agoaa
great wave of excitement passed over England, sweeping
all sorts and conditions of men into the temperance fold.
This work was accamplisbed principally by the Churcli of
England Temperance Society. The aristocratic Churcli
bad at first loaked somewliat coldly on the teetotal lecturers
and their work. But at last a number of the clergy and
laity resolved ta wipe away that wbiclb tbey rcgarded as a
reproacli. Founding their society upon the double basis
of total abstinence and temperance, tbey were able ta
enlist the sympatby and beip of many wbo would bave
notbing ta do witb teetotalism.

The aims of the society were so admirable, its metbods
were s0 reasonable, that Bisbops patronizcd the work,
parisb clergymen tbrew tbemseives into it with entbusiasm,
and clergy and laity alike scoured the country, and addressed
crowded meetings, whicb were no langer made up rnerely,
as was the case witb most of the carlier mavements, of
the poorer and labouring classes, but of the mriddle classes,
the upper classes, and the aristocracy.

That there shoulci be temporary reactian from sucli a
movemeut was, bumanly speaking, inevitahle. 13ut this is
nat the wliole explanation of the matter. A number of
persans, persuaded by the aratary of the temperance oratars
that it was quite safe for any one ta adopt the total ab-
stinence piatform, did s0 with great zeal ; and some of
tbem discovercd that it was impassible for tbem ta con-
tinue total abstainers witb dýue regard ta their bealtb and
comfort. These were generally treated as hacksliders, and
their co-operatian was lost. Sa far, bowever, we have
specifled occurrences wbicb miglit bave been expected.
But there is warse to corne.

The dual basis, of whicb we bave spoken, was un-
doubtedly the means of attracting ta the temperance work
a number of moderate minded men who liad found it im-
possible ta preacli the universal duty of total abstinence.
But bardly bad the alliance been formed wben these
moderato mon found tbemselves treated as lukewarm and
half.bearted, and found tbemselves deliberately and elabor-
ately sneered at a"lmoderato drinkers " wba, in the view
of the extreme men among thoea, wore regarded as being no
better than drunkards, and sometimos a good deal warse.

Now, we are far from denying the important service
rendered the cause of temporance even by fanaticism ; but
its disadvantages are conspicuausly groat. Nat anly doos it
fail ta attract large classes of mon, but it alienates many of
those wbo miglit be mast effectual fllow-workers in the cause.
And this bas actually takon place ta a large extent. There
are many men-we happen ta know this fact, it is no matter
of guess and speculation-there are a good many men wbo
formerly were willing ta give their help in temperance
work, by speaking an platforms, by preaching, and by
keeping tho subjoct beforo peaple's minda in ather ways,
wbo now refuse ta take any part in this work, not only
becauso tbey do not care ta listen ta, sneers ta whicb tbcy
can mako no reply, but bocauso tbey wero forced ta listen
ta, and seem ta concur in, statemonts whicli tbey regarded
as untonablo.

It could not be otborwise. Wben the Oburcli of Eng-
land Tomporanco Society frankly accepted the dual basis,
and persans wba did not regard total abstinence as a duty
found tbemselvos able ta forward its aims, it was inevitablo
that tbey should faîl away wben tbe platformi of the sacioty
was abandanod. And the loss of their sympatby is nat
merely a reduction of the numerical strengtb of the saciety,
but it becomes a farce working in an opposite direction.

Some years aga a saciety cailed the Liberal Temperance
Society was foundod in the city of Taronto, mainly, wo
tbink, tbrough the instrumentality of Professor Goidwin
Smith. This sacioty did some roaliy useful work in various
ways; but we have not beard of it for some time. If anly
the Cburcb of England Society could be frankly worked
on its avowed principles, porbaps that would be the best
passible agency ; and we would suggest that the more
moderato mon who are or bave been its members sbould
take the mattor in hand and soo if tbey eannot revive its
work. A fow yoars ago great meetings were held in
Toronto ; but, tbraugh the causes ta wbicb we have
referrod and perbaps for otber reasans, interest in its work
has flagged. Is it toa late ta make the endeavour ta
impart new lifo ta its work ? Let roasonablo men be as
resoluto as tho fanatics, and the victary of trutb and
common sense may yet lie won,

Among the causes of the decreaiie in temperance we
auglit perbaps ta bave mentioned the bypocrisy fostered
by the denunciation of ail use of alcobol in any form.
When secret drinking is substituted for the open use of
beverages deomed lawful, it is net difficult ta see wbat the
resuit will be. Who does not know of men who would
shako their beads with seeniing, horror if it were suggostcd
that tbey sbould drink a glass of aie with their meals, wlio,
as any one can see, bave been having their glass in private?
Wbat must be, the effeet of sucli hypocrisy i The degrada-
tien of the moral tone of ail who are in any way concerned
in it. And, when we begin ta apportion the blamne, we
must nat assigu it entireiy ta the poor weakiing wbo eau-
not abstain from stimulants, yet dare not confess it ; nor
yet altogether ta the fanatic who honestly believes that a
man cannat ho a good man unless lie is a total abstainer;
but aiso, and perbaps largely, to that large class ofme
wbo believe the moderate use of aicohai ta be lawfui, and
who tbemselves use it lawfully, and yet have not the
courage openly ta avaw and defend their position.

LONDON LETTER.

ONCE upon a timee there lived in Dorsetshire not far
from the sea some country folk of tlie naine of Russell,

wbosc forbears the R,'oze.s are an the Battle Rail (says Mr.
Fraude) as baving cone with the Conqueror froin Nor-
mandy. The heir oif the bouse had made the Grand Tour,
bad seen strange places and learnt strange lauguages, and
now was at home again amang the beautiful heatberlands,
quiet and undemonstrative, 1 thiuk, rather self-centred,
wbase opinion I amn sure the neiglibours would bave been
wise in foiiowiug. Ho was no doubt content for a wbiie,
after bis wanderings, ta stroîl about the meadows near
Barwick, or ta walk over ta see bis relations at Kingston-
Russell (this grey Tudor manor-bouse atiil in possession of
the Russell family was used by Mr. Julian Sturgis for the
sene in bis clever Corubili stary "lMy Poor Xife "), or ta
Wolverton wbere lived bis cousin Sir Thomnas Trenchard.
However, Dorsetshire could nat have contented Mr.
Russell long. There must have came a day of course
wben lie wouid agaiu bave taken bis life in bis owu bands,
as lie had donc before in the matter of dangerous travelling
in foreigu parts, and wauld bad ridden up ta Landau
away froma the fields amongst wbich as the Frenchi proverb
says anc grows se quickiy aId, ta Landau wbere ambition's
dreams can bc fulfilled, and knowiedge and culture
laboriousiy gained would ho appreciated by a king wbo
kuew the wortb of bath. But that good luck whicb anoner
or later knocks at least once at al aur doors came speedily
inta the courtyard of the Russell's mansion-bause in the
guise of a messenger from over the hilis at Wolverton, ta
heg Mr. John Russelof bis cbarity ta came ta the aid of
bis cousin Sir Thomas. For a dreadful thing bad bap.
pened ta Sir Thomas. A sea-sick Archduke, bis wife and
bouseboid of fareigu servants, beating down the Channel
on their way from the Lowlands ta Spain, bad put in at
Weymouth for a breathing space; and, as Sir Thomas
Trenchard was the great man of that part of the caast, it
was ctiquette that lie sbouid bid tbem lodge at the Hall
till sucli time as the gale abated and their higlinesses felt
fit ta proceed. Think of the impossibility of trying ta
make out wbat on eartb these Spaniards were saying, and
of the difficulty of gatting tbom ta understand one's bas-
pitable intentions, and thon anc can imagine the pleasure
witb which John Russell, of Barwick, was greeted wben
ho arrived and couid act as interpreter between the guests
and the hast.

The contrary wind whistling, among the fitpping, creak-
ing sails of the Arcbduke's cumbersame vessel proved a
very wind af good fortune ta John Russell wbo bad
watcbod the branches snap in the woods, or liad listened
ta the wild soughing among the bare trocs tbrough that
wintry day witb no knowledge that witb every gust a
Golden Argosy was caming nearer and nearer, nearer and
nearer, and soon would bo within bis siglit. The Cliesil
Beach by Portland Bill is still dreaded by seamon in a
storm. For safety the Arcliduke puts inta Weyînoutb, a
mile or twa this side of the bar of grinding stanes whicb
stretches out ta the island ; and the wind lulis;, and
Russell rides out ta Wolverton Hall; and the first act in
the young country gentleman's life is aver.

Weli, the rest of the story is like a fairy tale. Tbey
tell yeu Arcliduke Piip liked bis interpretor so well that
whon the king sent fromn Windsor ta beg for a visit fram
the fareigu prince, Mr. Russell travelled in the train of
lis lligbness. That once at Court-wbere, according ta
Bacon, for most of the timne the monarcb sat in bis count-
ing bouse caunting out bis money-he proved so excellent
a courtier that a place was found for him in the Royal
Housebold in whicb ho remained in variaus capacities for
flfty years in tbe most eventful period of modern Engiish
bistary. The sbrewd, perscvering, clearbeaded young man
froma Dorsetshire married a sensible wife, one of the ladies
about Catherine of Arragon, and wba, na doubt, holped
lier lord witb the best of good council, and rulod ber
family with a rod of iran. She brouglit as ber dowry
beautiful Chencys, wbere yen may see to-day the manor-
bouse tbey built in whicb. the busband and wife spont
summer holidays twonty miles from town, and tried ta
forget the grawing cares and responsibilitios of Baron
Russell, of the Earl of Bedford, of the awnor of Woburn
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