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A serious question arises as to the iest mnethods of dealing with this
nuisance. In the 6irat place, it should be clearly understood, and, on al
occasions inaintained, that such a "lprofession " is nlot " respectable." If
those who follow it cannot be touched by iaw-and, wu think, in the
exercise of it, they might sometimes be touched by law-tht'y cali at least
be affected by publie opinion. Let theta know that houest men will have
nothing to do with theni, that their very caliing exeludes tbern front al
decent society, and a tirst stop will be taken to abate the nuisance.

Another thing might well be donle. Wbien àt was known that any niait
eînployed a private detective hie aiglit be vîsited with social ostracîsni,
or, as boys used to say, lie might be sent to CJoventry. Tlie receiver is as
bad as the thief ; the employer who requires unlawful work is as guilty as
the man who does it. Hie is more guilty ; since the otlier inan does it for
a living and shelters himiseif under the plea titat the responsibility rests
upon those wbo eniploy bim to do things which, after ail, are not illegal.
If it were dacided that the eniployment of this kind of labour was as dis-
honourable as chleating' at cards or any of those things which make a niait
to, be despised by bis fellow-mien, we should bo on tîte way to amenduient.
We mighit nlot, ail at once, get rid of the mnischief. People would continue
to do this, like other unlawful things, on the sly. But there would always
be the danger of being found out. 'l'lie employer rnight find blis agent
Ilbought " by another as unscrupulous as himiself, and ultimately sucli
work would be avoided by ail who rctitined tuie sliite.st degree of self
respect.

0f course the evil goes deeper, and the remnedy should also go to Élie
root and source fromn which it proceeds. The love of tittle-tattle and
gossip and scandal, the vulgar curiosity, the busy-body prying-all these
things, not to speak of envy, hatred, malice, and uncbaritableness-these
are the evils which. explain ail tie rest. But these things are for the,
teacher and preacher of ethics aîîd religion to deal with. Our own sugges-
tions have simple reference to social life and duty.

A MOUD.

My soul is like a dim, unbounded sea,
That feels the sky iii ail its breadth and length,
Holda every star in its unfathomied strength,

And lies wide open to inliuity.

Mine is the splendour of the sunrise, mle
The unimagined .glory of the uloon;
Upon my breast bloons-dies-the tlower of nioon,

And sunset turns îny waters into wine.

I have forgot that hate and death caîî be;
I have forgot that I have ever sinined ;
I feel the strong uplifting of the wind,

And hear its deep and dteathless iaelody.
A. ETIIELWYN XVErHnIAÂLD.

TH1E PULPIT ADMONVISHIED.

THE "liberty of prophesying " is a very precious possession, valuable
not merely to, the clergy, but equally to the laity. ln fact, if the puipit
is not flee, it is worthless; it is worse than worthless. It dues not merely
fail to, publiât the truth, it continus îuen in error. Whoun the preacher
ceases to bo a Vox iDei and becomes a Vox Populi-whichi, after ail, are
not absolutely identical, when ho beconies the mere ceho of the opinions
and prejudices of bis congregation, then hie is undoubtediy a curse and
not a blessing.

0f course there are limits to, this liberty, as there are to ail other kinds
of liberty. For example, preachers should noever induige la personalities,shoulfi neyer prahat ,niidas a, evn when a subjeet is suggeted
as sometimes happens, by the conduct of soine particular person, it shouid
lie treated in sudi. a way as to îaake its application generai, and so as not
te draw attention to, any cite hearer in particular. It is also desirable
that the toue of a teacher towards his Itearers slîould be syînpathetic,
kiudly, respectful. On the, other hand, there must be apparent exceptions
te, those methods. We do not say real exceptions ; but a preacher will
hardly be able, in addressing his people, to obey the apostolie command
te "lrebuke themt sharply " without appearing, to be, for the moment,
without the Ilmilk of huinan kindness." If we add that there are certain
subjects, which, by commun consent, are banished fromt the pulpit, we have
perliapa saifi euough on its restraints.

There are, bowever, certain olher subjects upon which it is not only
the privilege, but the daty of the preacher to, discourse; and we may say,
generally, that these are the subjeets which are treated lu the New Testa-
ment. If there is a grace, a vit-tue, a duty which is commended to (Jhris-
tians by an inspired apostie, then it is the duty of ail Christian ministers
to e ommend and inculcate those qualities and duties throughout ail ages.
If a vice is condemned, if waruing is given against a fault or a transgression,

then tbe saine condoînnation, tho saine warningc, mnust stiil be given, unless
it should become clear that the particular evil in question bas disappearede
or the danger been averted.

Among the duties which haveo always been made proininent in the
CJhristian Churcli are the duties of generogity, liberality, alnîs-giving, and
the like ; and these are specially obligatory upon the wealthier members Of
the community. "lCharge thent who are rich in this world that they be
ready to give and glad to distribute, laying up in store for themselves a geofi
foundation against the tiie to come." These words are clear and explicit
as regards the duty ai-d blessedness of givîng and also, in reference to th'
duty of th li ery in enforcing the obligation. \Ve suppose that never at
sny timo blas this duty been ne glected l)y the ininisters of the Cburch of
Christ. We suppose nleyer ai. any tiiiie have thcy been blamed for per-
foining this duty, and making it a part oi their ordinary teacbing.

If, bowever, the duty is te be incuicated, it is quite cîcar that the
rieglect of it mîust be censured. If it is a niniister's duty to exhort bis
people to liberality, it muust ho bis clear and bounden duty to tell thOlfl,
sorrowf ully, of cboir slhortcoiings wbien they pay no hîeed to bis admonitiOoL1
Vie do net say, it is his riglit. Thero is ne question hore of riglit; it io i
duty. If any one likes to say tbat a clergyman has a riglit te do his dutY,
hie may utter sucli a platitude without offence. But we miust proteSt
agyainst the notion tlîat a clergyman who defends bis actions in this
respect is conten(iing foi' aniy supposed rights of luis own; hie is simpîY
explaining the groutids of bis duty.

A very curious commuentary on these rcmarks is to be found ini the
report of a recent vestry meeting hield iii tii Province of Onitario. Wýe
avoid the mention of places aud names, as personalities hinder instead of
holping the eifiýcL whether of arguament or admonition. lit this way, t00l
wu unay leave out of consi(ieration the accuracy of the report. Wo i
even suppose--nay, we will venture to hope-tbat the report is not qitSl
accurate. Stili wu finid iii it the kiîîd of tbing which we sometimes hear
people saying, and we wili, thereforo, deal withi it as it stands.

Soute gond tbings sueint to have been said as to tho dosirableneas of lr6-
venting the fluctuation in the amounts coliected being caused by th'
weather, and it is not quite easy to make out how the ar gument came 'l',
especially as several per8onis Ret to bave spoken at once but thee
appears to be no doubt that one gentleman gave it as his opinion that the
puipit ivas not the place front whîch to tell the congrogation of their short'
comings in giving for missions, and that two olhor gentlemen wero fOtnd
ready to support this astounding statoment ! One irreverent reporter
records tlîat the chairman "lsat upon ail throo " of tho speakers. .APart
from the slang, we can hardly concoive of the chaîrmaîî doing any thifli
else.

What on earth would these people have thoir rector do i Is lie te gO
round and call upon ail the members of bis flock, and remonstratO "
tlîein personally on their niggardliness. Douibtloss, this wouid greatlY'
îînprove the state of fehng on the subject !Is hoe to Rend a privâte
circular to the headb of faîîîîhies, expiaining that the natter must be kePe
very quiet, or the congreg;ttion will be di8graced by its being knowfl ho<g
little they have given?

Ilinc illS Iac/u-yrnce / The world apparently bas loarut front i ,
preacber's words, only ton faithfuiiy î'ecorded by tiioso wicked reportero'
who are aiways iii the way when they are not wanted, and out of the "Vy
when they are wanted,-that a certain congregation has contributed 10i,3,r
ably to a certain cause of great importance, and unfortunatelv it cannOt be
pleaded that the cengregation are pour. No ! it is said thoy« are the ye
reverse of pour. Truly a sad condition of things !And then thisV vtr
meeting, instoad of setting things riglit, lias put thomn altogethor Wroflg>
for it bas only pîmblished more widely the tbuîug which apparently 81hoUîd
neyer have licou published at ail.

Probably our readers have heard of the great French proachor, AdolPhe
Monod, by sortne thoughit to be the greatest preacher of this con tury.li
was a thoroughly Evangelical mnan, not nieroly in the technical sonse Of the
word, but in "the langer and deeper sonse-a man whose piety was n"t
inferior to bis capacieus inîtelligence and eveit to bis glorious oloqtonelle
Amiong Monod's sermions will bu fourid one on covetousucss, which
stroit.giy recorninond the clergy to rond te their people, sayin1 that it
Mone&?s. And this for various reasons. A clergyman of our acqoaintflo
attipted te preach it, delivered it partly menioriter and partly in l,
stance. The effect, hoe said, was considerable, but, on the whole, itv
a fuilurc. He could not bond the bow of Achulles. lie could net fOloW
in the Iiglit of ono who had a pinion ai ýnoat as strong as the IlEsge of
.Meauix." Another clergyman of our acquaintance read it te his congr)egal
tien, anni a certain old lady nover ontored the doors of bis church 9911"'»,,

Both of these evils may lie averted by sîmply reading it as a sermn
Adolpho Monod. Iu that way tho reader lias simply to deo bis beste
lie wiIl net ho downcast by a failure in dolivery. Moreover hie can balrd
give offence by reading words written by another nian. Ho1 cal easilf
expiain that covetousnoss is supposod te lie a very cemmon form Of eviî
and theoeforo ho reads te bis cogeaina great sermon ou tho subjeot'
0f course, lie can explain to bis people that it inay possibly have l"e refer'
ence to any of thent ; but thxat, at .least, it is gonerally believed thet
niggardliness and covetousness are still comîn; and we ourselves Cen'
tainly think it is se belioved.

"Dit. GATLING," says the New York Sun, "4bas invented another gU1"'
which bie catis the ' police gun,' and which. is dosigned for use in neotOS.
is brass, weighs seventy-eight ilis., is mounted on a tniped with a univers1
joint, works veny muai like the Gatling gun, and will deliver 1,000 ehot0
a minute in any direction-sideways, up and down."
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