.

THE ONTARIO WORKMAN

"NOTICE.

We shall be plcaé;:d to receivo coms of Interest per-
alnlug to Trade Socleties from all parts of the Dominion
or publication. Officers of Trades Unions, Sceretarier
of Leagues, ctc., are invited to send us news relating to

or ganizations, condition of trade, ete.
)

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.

(INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE.)

Per ANNMI ovvnrrrrnnsssvnsscrcecenssssneess 5200
RCMOIINS vecneeinniieieiiiens 100
BINgloCOPICS. . vt i i e e He
ADVERTISEMENTS.

Each inwortion, ton conts per line.
Contritct Advertisements at the following rates

OD0 ol {OF ONE FEAT ...\ soevveeceoeeere o 5150 00
Half o « v rveerrrrereaseaceas SO0
Quarter ** " 50 00
“ “ .. uh 60

o e O N U

One column, for 6 months...........0. 80 00
Hall ¢ ' terrrerraeeeeeaeiiaes 4500
Quarter ¢ et berereeaaaaiiess 2000
1 e reaeeeererinaaaeess 1600
Ono colunm, far 3months............coiiiieas 30 00
Half " " i aiaees 3000
'Qmm.er “ " ceeeeeas 217 00
(13 o 10 00

&7 All communications should he addressed to the
Office, 124 Bav Street o Post Oftice Box 1025,

We wish it to be distinctly understood that we do not
hold oursclves resaonsible for the opinions of correspon-
dents.

Our columns are spen for the discussion of all ques-
tions affecting the working ¢l Al eo
must be accompanied by the names of the writers, not
nessssarily for publication, but as a guarantee of wxood
falth,

WILLIAMS, SLEETH & MacMILLAX,
124 DAY STREET. .

tions

Trades Assembly Hall,

Mectings are held in the following order :—

-Hachinists and Blacksmiths, 1st and 3rd Mon+:

days.
Painters, 1st and 3rd Monday.
Coachmakers, 2nd and 4th Monday.
Crispins, (159), 1st and 3rd Tuesday.
K.0.8.C. Lodge 336, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Tinsmiths, 2nd and 4th Tuesday.
Cigar Makers, 2nd and 4th Wednesday.
Iron Moulders, every Thursday.
Plasterers, 1st and 3rd Thursday.
Trades’ Assembly, lst and 3rd Friday.
Bricklayers, 1st and 3rd Friday.
Ceopers, 2nd and 4th Friday.
Printers, 1st Saturday.
Baker3, every 2nd Saturday.

7o MEessrs. LANCEFIELD, BROS,,
Newsdealers, No, 6 Market Square, Hamil-
ton, are Agents for the WorKkMAN in- that
victnity, who will deliver papers to all purts
of the city.

Mz. J. PRYKE, ¢ Workingman’s Boot
Store,” will also continue to snpply papers,

TO CITY SUBSCRIBERS.

City subscribers not receiving their papers
regularly, will oblige the proprictors by giving
notice of such irregularity at the Office, 124
Bay street.

The Ontivio “Workmr,
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LORD DERBY AND THE WORK-
ING CLASSES.

-

 The propertied classes,” as they are
called, take—in their way—a lively
interest in the well-heing and well-doing
of the working classcs,” at least, they
talk sufficiently about it. The objects
they usually seck to promote cannot but
‘be regarded with approval by thoughtful
men. Tho motives by which they act,
however, do not always call for this
same commendation; whilst the almost
habitual manner in which they seek to
obtain public approval by overstating
their case, not only involves frequently
libellous defamation of the working
people, but is too often a degrading and

- undeserved reproach to the charactor of

the whole nation in all its classes. We
have seen it stated asa strange anomaly,
that in one of the most industrious and

 richest countries on the face o the earth,
somewhere about seven million pounds

sterling should have to be annually paid

“for the support of a nultitude of poor

people who cannot support themselves.
But, if the Karl of Derby and others who

. &éplore this state of things, attributo it
- . to the wasteful and improvident habits

- them right.

of the, working people generally, we are

" of opinion thoy are only deceiving
- thomselves and others.

It is, however, the happiness of the
-working classes to know that whatever
may be wrong ‘with them, it is not for
want of people trying, iu « way, to sct
Like refractory children,
they are surrounded by nurses—reli-
_gious, philanthropic, political, social,

persuade thom into paths of rectitudo
and cconomy, from which they have,
apparently, » determined tendency to
depart.  Organizations for their bonefit
are plontiful indced—many of them
chimerical in the cxtreme, others not
only woll-intentioned, but practically
usoful, and no doubt productive of a
large amount of good. But practical or
chimeriea), fantastic or useful, it secems
that in the opinion of Lord Derby and
others of that nobleman’s way of think-
ing, there ave not quite enough of them,
and so one more has been added to the
list—this, of course, of supreme value
and importance.  The new organization
bears the title of the “I’rovident Know-
ledge Society,” u name that certainly
does not very cleavly express its objects,
and which a countemporary says would
be better, if not so bricfly; indieted in
some such designation as the ¢ Thrift
and Provident Habits Inculeation So-
cicty.” The necessity for something of
this kind was dwelt upon at length by
Lovd Derby, aud we ¢lsewhere re-produce
his remarks. Undeniably, there isgreat
truth in many of' the statements made,
and it must be admitted thal amongst
_the masses there is o sad neglect of the
;deconcios of life, much improvidence,
extravagance and viee—and the thought-
fal camnot  too  clearly

workingman
realize to himsell all that the slavery of
debt spoken of by Lord Derby cutails
upon him. But when we come from
abstract  gencralizations to practical
remedics, the prospect is probably not
so cheering.  'We would not at all deery

philanthropic cfforts; but, we might be

allowed to ask, are the toiling masses of
any country to be made thrifty and
cconomical, and kept out of debt, by tho
operations of any conceivable society ?
The particular society which T.ord

establishing Penny Banks in all places
where many men are employed, and in
every clementary  school, depositing
their receipts with the Post Ofiice, and
thus giving an almost ubsolute security.

This is the main feature of the so-
ciely’s operation, so far as we can
gather them; and no one ean object to
the well-meant eilorts of the * Provident
Knowledge Society,” und that it should
act ax n propaganda for the Post Office
Savings Bank system, so as to include
i Penny Banks, with paid agents to col-
(lect the pennies. But it seems to us
rather a degrading thing that the work-
ing classes should be considerced incap-
able of taking care of their pennies,
without being perpetually looked after
by “a paid agent.” But while, perhaps,
experience unfortunately proves that
this may be true in a sense, we do most
stoutly contend that its application is
not by any meuns universal. We believe
there are thonsands of workingmen who
are quite capable of looking after their
aown affairs—prudent, econowical and
far-secing—and the onerations of the
Provident Knowledge Society, as con-
trasted with what workingmen are doing
for themselves by a multitude of provi-
dent plans, will be simply a bit of
insignfficant child’s play. What is
wanted is to increase the number of
such men.  There can be no objection
to looking after the weaker brethren;
but it is not within the range of possibi-
lity to bring to bear influences for reduc-
ing their numbers. In education, in the
ever increasing spread of intelligence,
in organizations for securing the just

|c]uims and upholding the dignity of

labor—in all these forces for the eleva-
tion of the masses, we arc more sanguine-
of an improvement in the social eondi-
tion of the operative classes far above
anything to be effected by the latost
movement iraugurated by Lord Derby.

TORONTO MECHANICS INSTITUTE.

We are in receipt of a copy of the 42nd
Annual Report of the Toronto Mechanics
Institute, and from its persual are glad to
learn that the institution is in alyealthy and
flourishing cendition.  The Mechanics In-
stitute should be more highly appreciated
than it is by a large number of the opera-
tive classes,jand we urge upon them amore
gonerous support.

For ﬁra-t-clus Book and Job Printing ®
to the office of the ONTARIO WORKMAR,
124 Bay street.

&e.—whose sole aim is to lecturc or

Derby advocates is to busy itsclf in |

MONOPOLY—LABOR STRIKES.

Throughout the entire country, East
and West, there sccms to be lurking a.
sullen disposition that bodes no good to
much of its general mechanieal busincss
interests. Of course we allude to the
uncasy relations hetween capital and
labor, over which a menacious cloud
hangs lowering. The partisans of cach
are more or less moved by a perverse,
belligerent desire to demand, which, if
nothing worse, begets at least a stern
predetermination to resist, and settles
into a kind of parm-ment ambush. where
each lie in wait, ever watchful of a
favorable woment to strike with advan-
tage, while at the same time nursing a
blind prejudiec that is wastefully injuri-
ous to all coneerned. Thero should be
no casus belli between these two great
powers, and can be none without serious
mischicf.

Labor is the natural power, capital
the artificial; both are necessary to cach
other, and their combination is the very
basis upon which the social system is
erceted. If equitably disposed, each in
its proper place, neither intruding on,
nor seeking to invade the just rights of
the other, the sublime principle of an
equalizing Providence would be fulfilled.
It seems, however, that no goud can be
in this worlll without its concomitant
evil. Greed comes in to destroy the
balance of justice, and in its baleful
wake follows & whirlwind of human
passions, set raging by the unserupulous
fiend.

The equalization and restriction of
capital and labor, each to its proper
sphere, is one of the graund problems
which this free (Government has yet to
solve.

It was impossible that the despotisms
of the old world, or the privileged powers
emanating from them, could approach
these subtle questions at all, having
nothing to apply but brute force, which
could only stific and subdue, but not

. Credit Mobiliers or others, though dress-
red in this panoply of what they call
. rights, yet the very power they abuse so
| meanly is accorded them by will of the
: very people whom they plunder and
; trample on—even the laws that protect
“them. Tt is to be hoped that their many
daring acts of aggression will awake the
latter from theirmischievous indifference
1 and stupor. It is not a little remarkable
that where a few in a community grow
nnwicldly vich, in just the same propor-
tion, the vastly greater number grow
! wratchedly poor! And why not? When
one man’s yearly income rises to $200,-
000 is it not clearly evident that he
| gathers to himself the comfortable sup-
, port of at least two hundred families—a

thousand people! We are not prepared
to hurl foolish, intemperato denuncia-
i tious at any onc, or at any party, nor
are we sufficiently egotistical to set up
a catholicon on ouwr own credit; we
| merely point out some grave defects,
| knowing that it requires the great ma-
| jority of the people to corrcct them.
i Primitive scttlements preseut us with
] cquality amongst the inhabitants ; none
| are very rich, mor are any very poor,
tand if high, polished civilization ean
i introduce no better order than that of
' handing over to the crafty, the cunning
I and the =clfish, the fruits of labor with-
out restraint, while the honest, sober,
industrious laborer is condemned to
poverty, then we say, without hesitation,
civilization is a hnge frand! We do
not, however, believe this, by any means.
We have more faith in God, who rules
the Universe, and more confldence in
the ‘intelligence of man, than to think
that civilization leads only to human
debasement. On the contrary, with a
fair atlempt to attain it, we Delieve
there can be a far higher destiny arrived
at, through the concrete mass of intel-
ligent men, than any other possible form
of ordinary human life, and morcover,
under the wogis of our own government

satisty.

The prodigious monopolies towering
up in this country, and absorbing the
rights of whole communities, are steadily
forcing this vital question to a point of
prominence, where the bribes of the
richest corporations will searcely be
able to reach or control. All classes
gencrally are made (o feel the pinching
effects from the cold, cruel exactions of
those hard, grinding bodies, that in
their compactness, are utterly void of
sympathetic pulsations,

What cared the coal mining companies
of Pennsylvania and Ohio how many of
God’s creatures perished last winter,
provided they could only add more to”
their hundreds of millions of capital ?
Nothing. These mercenary phalanxes
—securely ambuscaded—saw an oppor-
tunity of wrenching money from the
necensitics of the poor. They had a
quantity of* coal on hand, scarcely
sufficient to accommodate the wants of
a large district, of which they had entire
monopoly, and of which this vast mineral

it is attainable, if on earth. Co-opera-
tion points out a principle that may be
applied in various degrecs, and it is not
difficult to imagine a system whereby
the operative could be made a partaker
in the general aceumulation, without
interfering with any just right of the
capitalist.

The threatened labor strikes
pending led us into this discussion.

In a country like ours, where all
men's rights are equal, it is strange if
we cannot devise some means less.de-
 vastating and destructive to take the
place of strikes : a means. by which the
general interests could be so rectified,
intelligently, that the individual encr-
gies of all would be utilized with un-
divided sincerity, and productive eco-
nomy be the supreme director.

Strikes arc a species of civil war, and
from them irreparable damages often
‘result ; through them injuries ave inter-
changed, the bad blood often hoarded
for future revenge! Surcly a free peoplo
can produce something botter.—Celtic
Indea.

now

deposit seems the providential supply.
The chance was meet {0 squeeze all}

R . f«THE ARGUMENT OF TFORCE.”
their victims at the same timo, and .

they accordingly commenced. by feduc- ; During the past two months news-
ing the pay of workmen to a rate which . paper writers of all grades of merit and
they well knew could not be accepted, | shades of opinion have very freely in-
and so they forced the workers to go , dulged in windy discursive and advisory
idle while they forced extortionate prices " articles upon the ;\ggrossive attitude
from the famishing people ! . some workingmen were.compelled to as-

In a short newspaper article we can ; sume by the force of circumstances they
sive only a glance. The capital stock ' had no part in originating, and ovor
of one of those companies is cstimated | which they had practically no control.
at nearly two. hundred millions of dol- | These writers can not regret any more
lars ! This, in the hands of unscrupulous ' than we do the existence of lawlessness,
men, is téo dangerous a power, and ® or the fact that workingmen sometimes
capable of enslaving and destroying too ' resort to « the argument of foree,” nor
many people, unless curbed nad testrain- ' can their condemnution and reprobation
ed by wholesome, merciful laws and . extend any further than ours, but there
restrictions, 'When corporations of this is this differonce between us: they con-
nature arrive at certain stages of wenlth demn the immediate perpetrators of the
they become monstrous: all ties of uplawful acts, while we level our shafts
sympathy relating to the mass of hu- at the remote perpetrators—the causes
manity haye ceased, and they have that produce the results. The history
grown utterly unconscious of any boun- and experience of the world are pregnant
den duties or moral obligations on their with testimony proving most clearly
part, evidently confounding all mortal that’ popular tumults and dissension
men, who labor for subsistence, with have ever existed, the bane and aveng:
ordinary beasts of burden, or merely ing scourge-of all Statos, whero wealth
regarding them as machinéry which and production have becn uevonly and
moncy—their god—can adapt at will.  unjustly distributed. But wo maint{tih

When we rcfiect that these corpora- that it is far from being just to arraign

tions, whether of mines or railroads, at the bar of public opinion the parti-

— - ce—

cipators in u bread riot, while the system
of law or custom that produced the
necessity for tho riot should be a subject
of commendation and laudation. Society,
acting throngh its agent, tho law, im-
prisons a thicf or hangs a murdorer,
while the man who throw the boy into
tho strcet, to become a vagrant or a
vagabond, deprived him of' the refining
and civilizing influcneces of culture and
edueation, and made him a thief and
murderer, not only goes unpunished but.
is respected, honored and lionized. If
through our system of social and govern-
mental law, one man gathers to himself
one-half the substance of one thousand
souls, who drag ont a miscrable exist.
enee on the othor half, while he assumes
the airs and domincering pretensions of
a boorish carl, is it to be wondered or re-
garded as ¢ passing strange "’ that these
thousand sonls should become restless,
and after having implored and entreat-
ed the robber’ to restore at least a por-
tion of their substance, and being inso-
lently refused that they should demand
what they had a right to demand, and
were bonnd  to demand, and could not
help demanding, unless they were cow-
ards aud slaves of the fivst water.  But
to demand is not {o veccive in all eases.
1f you unjustly take anything from the
capitalists, the law proteets him, but he
may take any portion of the results of
your labor he deems convenient, and
that same law will fuil to give youa
remedy. Werkingmen are aware of
these things, and after exhausting all
known methodsof ¢egrading themselves
by begging and beseeching for justice,
they full back upon the “argument of
foree,”” and strike.  But now they find
themselves the target of every ink spat-
terer in the town or ¢ity. The press ix
against thewm, the employer is against
them, the law is against them, the judges
are against them, the police are against
thew, and finally public opinion, taking
its cue from the press, is also found
against them. The men look in vain
for justice, they look in vain for redvess.
they look in vain for sympathy, they be-
come desperate, tuke the law into their

wn hands and mob law and tumultous
disorder follow. But whoare responsi-
ble for this state of ihings? Working-
men may in a measure agravate the evil,
but they are not responsible for it.
They arc merely the agents of the cause,
the cxerting power that produces the
effect.  Remove the cause, remove
poverty, degridation and ignorance,
and ““ the argument of force,”” will be-
come obsclete. But say our mentors,
“itis productive of no possible gaod
while it is the source of unmixed evil.”
From this phasc of the argument we

dissent, and claim for ¢ the argument of’

force ” a nogative good. The mere fact
that men may strike and may be driven
to resort to still more forcibie measures,
has deterred many wn employer {rom re-
ducing wages or cnforeing obnoxiouns
rules. If workingmen would tamely
submit to every wrong the employer
choose to inflict, if they would never re-
sort 1o *the argument of forece” in its
milder or harsher forms, they would be
bought and sold like cattle, in lesy than
fifty yoors. The fear of revolution has
ever kept tyrants within certain bounds,
and the fear of strikes has often turned
the scale in favor of workingmen, when
the employor considertd the chances of
furcing an aggrossive measure; and yet
we are nob an advocate of striles, or an
apologist for violence of any kind; but
we are in favor of giving every accused
individual the benefit of any doubt that
may arise, as well as the benefit of every
extennating and mitigating circumstance:
The miners of Indiana, the engineers of
Missouri, or the gasmen of New York
City, or the Crispins of Cineinnati, may
have acted rashly, but they are not
wholly to blamo for the lawlessness
which grew out of strikes, into -which
they were forced and driven by remote
and ultérior canses.

Had not the Barons of England ap-
pealed from the entreaty to « the argu-
ment of force’ in denling with King
John, it would be difficult ‘to imagine
what would be the condition of the Eng.
lish-speaking people to-duy, and if the
fathers of American liberty had not ap-
pealed to this same ¢ argumont of force”
it would be equally hard to imagine’



