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go spel, it -is true, is flot strictly of this moral class, though

it was a necessary -introduction'to a system of moral truths.
It is a speculative doctrine, we riean the doctrine, that;

"1Jesus is -the. Chitý that.he was an inspired and. coin11*-
missioned inessenger from Cod to man. .Jesus himself

constantly set forth, this as the primary speculative trtith.

He is constantly arguing it and insisting upon it. , e.

made bis miracles bear towards thre proving it and the

bringing it -homne to the convictions of men., He ge ne-

rally uses the word Faitir in refererice to tis single truth.
In tire few instances in ýwhieh he applies it diffèrently,.it

means confidence in. the providence'and -promises of God.
Thre Aposties, in their subsequent preaching and writing,
took;the same course. When by thre preaching of Peter

tbree thousand were converted on thre day of Pentecost,
the only speculative doctrine proposed,e thre only one ad-

dressed merely to the tinderstandirig, was tis same tratir,
thus sammed up in bis own words "Therefore let ail the

bouse of Israel assuredly know that God hath muade that

same Jesus, whom ye bave crucified, both Lord and

Christ." When, aifierwards, by- the. .preaching of the

saine apostie five thousand believed, the only speculative,

article recorded in his sermon, was the samne, - that God

.had raised up his son Jesus, and sent hin and glorified

him. When TEhilip -discoursed with the Ennucli, andl
converted and baptised hirn, thre only speculative doctrine

was tis, "I1 believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of
God." Ini what did the conversion of Paul consisi but in

the conviction, produced by the miraculous vision on thre

*way to Damascus, that Jesus was from heaven, and. ivas
ini heaven, wa.s tire Christ? as we are told,, that, as soon

as he recovered his sight, ire Ilstraightway preached
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