The Challoners.

N the eig.
lsi:ede:tlﬂ”}g atmosphere of London,
the Coﬁlsrmmed to spare her as long ab
up of M , and, besides this, the winding
of 5 Ou:‘ Ifﬂwl'encc‘s affairs, the finding
Othey bulff in a convenient situation, and
time: siness of the kind, would take tome
foung h’?“‘s.it came to pass that Easter
ercie, w; still at Donningdean; so did
Vacatioy, . en he came home for the short
e Su,ran'c.‘ so did John Lawrence, when,
Ttwag np“&e ot all, he suddenly appeared.
tion 1, h ot exactly keeping to the resolu-
temprags " formed of avoiding Elsic and
x%”en?nrtogethery but we can easily find
© purgye easons for any course we wish
Self “’ith. John Lawrence persuaded him-
80oq faitohut any d“‘{iculty and in perfect
onningdf that a visit to his mother at
bq Very “an‘Was indispensable. He would
harm_” careful, and a week would do no

h .

e:tje\ri:jll evening was soft and mild as
as late ; the avenue at IJonningdean.
shoy thn the m?mh and the trees began
Wealty, ¢, e first indications of the leafy
Ing slant; come; the sun was sinking, cast-
& hriw}mg rays across the verdant grass,
the , Shtening into flame the windows of
&lowly John thought as he
Clmg hsﬂCEd between the rows of stately
o beau:’];‘d walked from Stormington),
Peage andl “1_ the scene was in its evening
fave stillness; a stillness upbroken
Y the occasional rustle of a bird

Mop
t!
br okg he branches, and the gurgle of the
close by. s

d mansion.

e
me 0-’:“;?“"" of Vﬁ)ices which suddenly
§ 8 own trh ear, disturbed his reveric.
h? Soung sead on the grassy carpet made
ling, nor’ o that the speakers did not hear
tif) were they aware of his presence

. he

Sighy odes close upon them. Once in
™ ent ;he"f he drew back, stocd for a
of ooking on them from the shadow

ef:::hh.t"%, and then turned away.
;(‘ner; o im were Elsie and Percie Fal-
fe l}'ing (’:‘ ;ealed on part of a felled tree,
coulq he ground at her feet. Elsie’s
Cege, b not be seen, being partly con-
Ny ay, i:tdroopi.ng veil, and partly turned
 the Percie’s was plainly visible
Wighey “PECtator, and in it he read all he
The, #nd mote.
Y were lovers. In Percie’s speaking
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features and eager eyes, John saw at last
what he wondered he had never seen or
suspected before—his love for his cousin.
By the light of his own aftection he read
that of his rival, and submitted to his fate.
Or thought he did. He reasoned thus:
He had said but little to Elsie. she might
easily have misunderstood him, or taken
his words as compliment or gallantry; she
had seen but little ot him, and it was not
likely he had in so short a time made much
impression on her heart; how far more
probab]e that heart should be given to
Percie, her constant companion, with every
attraction of person and fortune to favor
his suit! As he saw her bend to reply to
some remark of Percie’s, he told himself he
was very glad he had bgn mistaken when
he fancied she might™have come to love
who was he, what right had he now
to think of love or marriage? No; he was
glad she loved Percie; very glad indeed.
His face was not indicative of greatglad-
ness as, after his short observation of the
he turned unheard and unnoticed
away. It was a singular thing, but al-
though he had expressly made up his mind
that his visit to Donningdean lrad nothing
at all to do with Elsie, he now retraced his

steps towards the gate as if his business
and had proceeded

him;

two,

was over and done,
<ome distance before he discovered the
direction in which he was going. Bah!”
he said, impatiently, «] am buta coward
Why should I not see them
be the truth and acknow-
¢ best?  Besides, it was
not—not Zer.

aiter all.
when I know it to
ledge it to be for th
1 came to sec.
care so much about what can’t
be helped. Il make a virtue of necessity,
and give her up with a good grace. I—I
think, though, I'll just walk round the park
before I go in.”

He did 80, and there was no trace of
agitation in his manner oOr greeting when
he presented himself among the surprised
family group, just before the second bell
rang for dinner. Glad to see me, mo-
ther?” he said as she welcomed him. I
thought I should surprise youa tittle. That
exchange business is settlzd at last, and I'm
on my way to join the, th at Perth; but
as Perth is 3 long way off, and as I'm no3
likely to get leave for som: tim2, and shan't

my mother
I'm a fool to




