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the on I features and eager eyes, John saw at last
stilfling atmosphere of Londo.fau

l etermined to spare lier as long aà what he wondered he had never seen or

could, and, tesides this, the winding suspected before-his love for his cousin.

P Of Mr.B the light of his own affection he read

f a house in a convenient situation, and that of his rival, and submitted to his fate.

ther busin a cnein , ane or thought he did. le reasoned thus:

tiie Thus it cae to pass that Easter I-ie had said but little to Elsie. she might

Ther tilt at Donnindean; so did easily have iisunderstood him, or taken

ercie hen he a oningdeane sort is words as compliment or gallantry; she

ation s e came home for tae short li f hi, and i

to th n ; and so didJohn Lawrence, when, l'a sen had i o hort a i was not

It e su"rPrise ot al], he suddenly appeared. lkelv he had in so short a time fade much

tiT was not exactly keeping to the resolu- impression on her heart; hlow far more

te Patad formed of avoiding Elsie and probable that neart sbould be given to

ell1 together, but we can easily find Percie, ber constant companion, with every

to t reasons for any course we wish attraction of person and fortune to ravor

SelPursue. John Lawrence persua.ed hi- is suit! As hoe saw ber bend to reply to

8OodWithout any difliculty and in perfect sone remark of Percie's, hie told hiwself he

fai th, that a visit to bis mother at was very g h ven mistaken when

b lngdcan was indispensable. He would he fancied shte ight ave corne to love

erv careful, and a week would do no bim - o was ie, vhat rigt .ad he now

to t-bidk oflove or carriage No; he was

The April evening was soft and mild as g1ad she oa Pcrcit i very fad gndeed.

etered the avenue at Donningdean. sls face was not indicative of greatgad

to h in the month and the trees began ness e short observation of the

Show the first indications of the leafy two, tned unheard and unnoticed

g t come; the sun was sinking, cast- a vay. he ha snyuma uhis i-

and ntng rays across the verdant grass. though be iad expresiN nade up bis mingi

the :ghtening into flame the windows of that is visit to onningdean rad nothing

mno John thougt as h ail to do with Elsi, he now retraced h is

elt 5  Paced between the rows of stately steps towards the gate as i his business

(he had walked fro n Stormningt), was over and done, and h adi proceedei .

0 e beautifl the scene was in its evening some distance before wa discovered the

and stillness; a stillness unbroken direction in which be wa boiutg. "Bah!"

E by the occasional rustle of a bird be said impatientsy > d 1I an but a coward

b g the branches, and the gurgle of the after ail. W y sbould I not sec them

e Cose by. bi know t bestruth and acknow-
'rmuir of voices wvhich suddenly ledge it to seeoBside it was

. on is ea , disturb d his rev ri . m cam e to not n o t ner.

ti Own tread on the grassy carpet made 'in a fool to care so vruch about wat can't

0n o that the speakers did not hear i be helped. with a gof grce i-I
hil r SOundod rue

t 1 Ior were they aware of his presence and give her up 1jt a od te par

Was close upon then. Once in think, though,

0l'otof them he drew back, stood for a before I go in-s

of ent looking on them from the shadow He did so and there was no trace of

lefbe tree, and then turned away. agitation in bimser ongrte s hen

Core him were Elsie and Percie Fal- be presented hitbself aTong the surprised

he e .s hlie seated on part of a felled tree, family grouP, Just beloe the second bell

ft Yng on the ground at her feet. Elsie's rang for dinner. sGlad to sec m , MO-

Ce Ould not be seen, being partly con- ther?" he said as she owecomed him. "I

aeb a drouping veil, and partly turned thouglit I shouid surprise you a litte. That

to b ut P erci es w as p lain ly v isib le exc han g bth e -t h at P rt h b ut

ýVthed sPectator. and in it he read ail he on Py lway tu juin the-t at Perth; but

lae; nd moi-e. as Perth is a long way off, and as Im no

ywere lovers. In Percie's speaking likelY to getîcave for somc ti a n


