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Oanadian railways, is to be under rules
and regulations prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Two United Btates
inspeators are to accompany the ours
through Canada, though the right of inspec-
tion properly begins and ends on the
American sides of the frontier. If this
sort of intervention is good for one of the
international parties to the interchange of
railway traffic, it ought to be good far both.
So far, however, from this view being ae-
cepted in the bill put into the bands of
Congressman Hitt, it is reversed the
moment we come to Canadian cars passing
in bopd through the Republic. The Cana-
dian cars are to be sealed on their entrance
into American territory ; a procedure to
whiah po reasonable objection oan’be made,
akcept that it causes unnecessary delay at
the frontier. After being sealed they are
o be taken possession of by Inspectors of
Customs until they reach the final port,
where they are to be subjected to inspec-
tion and appraisement, such as they would
have had to undergo if the goods had ar-
rived by water, What can be the object
of this second detention, nnless it be to put
obstacles in the way of the traffic? All
tbat wounld be necessary would be to see
that the goods leave the country and do
not enter for consumption in an illicit way.
The detention could not be necessary even
for statistical purposes, because the goods
form no part of American exports properly
apeaking.

Ssetion 4 directly aims to bring Cana-
dian railways, situated in this country,
oatside of the United States, under the
Interstate Commerce law. For this pur-
pese it requires the manifest of each
Oanadian car that enters the Republic to
eontain, in addition to the ordinary require-
ments, sach information as the Interstate
Commerce Commission may require, as
would tend to reveal any wiolation of the
Inter state Commerce law, if the goods
had been ecarried wholly within the
United dtates. The object of this re-
qairement is plainly to compel the Cana.
dian railways proper to submit them.
pelves to & foregn law. And to make
sneh submiesion certain and effective,
it is proposed to require Canadian railways
to obtain a license for their cars to cross the
boundary; and as a condition of obtaining
such licenss, the owners of the Canadian
roads are to come under an obligation to con-
torm to'the Inter State Law, as they would
be bound to do if all the bneiness were done
in the United States, and to sgree to pro-
duce books and papers before the Inter-
state Commission whenever required. For
say violation of the Inter State Law, even
in Canada, the license is $o be suspended,
sad may be finally revoked. Of oourse,
wishout the consent of their owners, the
Canadian railways cannot be brought under
the foceign jurisdiction of the Inter State
Commerce Law ; and Mr. Hitt's clients pro-
pose to use compulsion by denying to their
$rains the right to enter the Rspublic, un.
Jass ghey so consent. The Interstate Com-
merce Commission is to make regulations
for Canadian railways the same as they do
for American ; in other words, our railway
system, which connects with the United
States, is to ba placed abeolniely at the

meroy of 8 foreign juriediction. The alter-
native is that railway kraffic is o be arreat-
ed at the frontier, and te be forbidden to
start again on its way ontil it has been sub-
jected to all the tronble and expense of a
transfer. The whole question is reducible
to the right to receive freight and passen-
gers from foreign conntries into the United
States. The American connsestions of the
Canpadian railways, being on Arerioan sail,
are American roads, and may fairly be snb-
jected $0 Amerioan laws. The fact that
they are owned by foreigners, when it is &
fact, does nat denatiopalize them, But if
Mr. Hitt's elients counld get their way, the
foreign connections of these ropds would be
subjected to disabilities which would effect
their rnin.

It this bill were to pass, the Interstate
Commission would be empowered to make
regulations to prevemt preferences being
given %o foreign over United States poris;
natural advantages, if they exist, would
be nullified by ertificial veskrictions, and
the United Stades producer wonld be sas-
rificed to the greed of the parrying intereats.
It is elearly the interes of the Amerioan
producers to reach distans markets by the
least expensive route, and if they were
forhidden to do so they would be at a dis-
advantage a8 competitors in third markets.

The Inter Btate Commerge Law was
passed chiefly 4o proteet producers agaivst
railway disorimination. The railway com-
penies have done their best to turn it jnto
an ipstrumens for their own aggrandize-
ment. Free competition is stigmatized a8
‘““rate cutting” spd made illegal. This
happens under the law as it stands at
present. And it is sought, by the Hitt
Bill, to give the President power of sus-
pending any paré of the Inter State Law
whieh the railway managers may be able
to gonvince him is inimiesl to $hem. I
the law is in any particular objectionable,
a8 being against the pablic weal, the duty
of amending or repealing it rests with
Congress ; to give the President a dispens-
ing power would be an ill angnry, and
wonld give effeat to an arbitrary principle
such as was not borne patiently in Eng-
land in the worst of times.

A direot attempt to disoriminate against
Canads is made in the following words:
 All merchandise, manufactures, and pro-
ducts sarriving at apy port of the United
States from Canada shall, for the purpose
of valuation for the levy of duties, be
treated as though the same originated in
the country frem whish it immediately
entered the United Btates.” This means
that the value of the goods for duty wounld
be the Canadian valne instead of the value
in the couptry of their origin. Direck im-
ports, say from Japan, would be subject to
& different rule, and pay only on their
value in Japan. The design is to kill
Canadian competition in the earrying trade,
and subjeot Awmerican eonsumers o sach
rates as favored native oarriers might be
able to charge.

The question raised by this extracedinary
Bill will arouse the attentien and the op-
positicn of the Eastern and Western States.
At least that has been the effect of similar
attempts, which did not go nearly so far as
this. 1t will net be the first ¢ime that the

Amarioan railway managers have reqaived
0 be onrbed, and it is poé likely o be the
lest.

AN INBOLVENCY ACT WANTED.

Is it not abeut time that the wholesale
men and manufactarers of the Dominion
should hear something from Ottawa about
the intentiaps of the Goveroment with
respect to an insolvency act? Two years
ago it wes annopnoed to delegskes tothe
capital on this matier that the then Promiae
wonld take charge of ap insolvency bill,
but the late Mr. Abboté'a health unforéu-
nafely did not permit, In November, 1892,
s depntation from the Boards of Trade of
five ocities visited Ottawa on the same
errand. Still more recently, in Janusry of
the prepent yeer, a deputation from the
principal cifies had conterence at Otitaws
with the Premier and Minister of Finanse,
at whose suggestion a committes of genile-
men from Quehse apd Onfario was apr
pointed with whom the Government might
consnlt upon an ingolvency megsure. So
far as we can learn this sommitiee has
never since been qalled op by the Gaw.
grnment.

We now obaerve that the Dry (oods
sogtion of the Taronto Board of Trade, af
it most recont meeting, agein brought np
the wakter of sp insolvenoy law. And we
underatand shat a deputation from this
body is b0 meet en Monday next with the
general eouneil of $he Board to discnss this
among other subjeets. It would be p wis-
take for the Gavarpment to conglude that
the auxiety of business men for some
measare whigh shall afford creditors relisf
from ghamaful prefarenges, sod which aball
oure the trouhlesome lack of uniformity ip
the laws govarning failed traders of varions
provinoes, has in any degree subsided.

BILL OF LADING REFORM.

For a long time there has bsen a fealing
in the minds of merchanta that bills ef
lading have been drawa up too maoch in the ~
interest of ship-owners. Ciauses have been
introduced inpto bille of lading whish se-
eared proteetion for th ship-ewner againat
olaime for loss end damage to which he
might often fairly have been made lisble
a8 a common earrier. Aad the teaders felé
that this was uojast, and they have made
their feelings known in sueh wise that, as
we learn from the London Beonomist, the
ship-owners ars now disposed to accade 4o
the demend for & medification of she com.
ditions of bills of lading. Accordipgly, ab
the eonference of the Assosistion for $he
Roform and Codification of the Law ef
Natious, held at the Guildball laaé mondh,
Me, Glover, on behalf of s$he ship-ewnem,
intimated that they were prepared fo.give
way on two pointa. l'ﬁrh:yhnmu’ b: said,
acoept 7o ibiliby proper sloraga
of aargo, al:in:‘lw pader certain oonditions
liability for loss oe damage from nnses:
worthiness, these aonditions, after eensul.
tation with the Underwriters’ Muatnal Asae.
eistion, having been defiaed thos: * Phe
ship-owner to be responsible for loss or
damage resuliing from the vngeawoerthiness




