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THE GROWING FIRE TAX

ater Care Would Resuit in Substantial Reductions in
the lleavy Burden Now Resting on Canadians

The Citizens' Research League of Winnipeg, Man_. has
"d its Bulletin No. 1 2, under the title, "Your Growing
Tax." The followin 9 figures are given sha-wing the cost

res to Winnipeg during the year:
rance premiums paid in 19)17 (approximajtely) $,Goo,oo
suses of citv lire department (over).......0,o

Total . . . . . . . . . . 2 0 ,0

These figures do flot take into accourit the expense of
dte lire pro(tection by occupaints and owners.
The league Points te, the experience of the city during
E.ortiight in May, agi8, when the civic lire brigade was on
:e. During these two weeks there were oýnly 56 cails as
pared witth 127 durirng the corresponding two weeks of

0f these .56 calls only 17 were actual lires. Knowîng
the lire department was on stril<e, owners and household-
were for once impressèd with the absolute -necessity for
fulness and thue resuits indicated how large a proportion
re losses is the resuit of negligexace.
Canada hias the greatest fire ioss per capita of any counitry
ie world froni which statîstics are available. During the,
rter Century preceding the war, our annual lire losses had
ýased byv 2<)0 per cent., while the Dominion's population
increasedi by only about 67 per cent. The per capita lire
is nearly $2.75.

Winnipeg's annual lire losses as given by the chief of the
lire departuient show a considerably higher average than
of over 3oo leading North Ainerican caties. Inai 196 the

s losses amounted tc, practically $3.75 per capita and in
to almost as much. The live..year average approzimates

innually, as against $ 2.2 S for 300o United States cities,
cnts for the whole o>f France, 64 cents for Eaigland, and
ants for Switzerland.
In explaiuation of the excessive loss in the cîty of Winni-

it is poiaitted out that the climate is cornparatively dry
hi gh -winds are frequent. Many o-f the ha-uses are I>uiit
mbe with sbingle roof s and must be~ artilicially heated

ng many months of the year. Thec lire area covered is
square miles and the city lire department is kept in an
eut state.
The expenditure on lire protection during the past two

2. In its report of a year ago the league urged the in-*
stiltuting within the lire <lepartment of a regular school of in-
strucion. On this point the chief' s report for 1917 says:
"Thei schooi of instruction is maintained during the year
for five days in the week, weather permitting, and niembers
from each station are dirilled two hours each day and instruot-
ed in the use of scaling ladders, extension ladders, laying of
'hose anid the use of ail tools used in lire fighting, sa- that ail
unnece5sary delay, excitement andi confusion are eliinted
at lires; and by this constant training the men ar-e kept ini
such a physicai condition that they are at ail timtes able ta- cope
with the most strenurous work that is exp-cted of a firemnan."

3. Tt was further re-comniended by the, league Cthat the
il structor -or instructors in the department's "schoýol," shotild
have available a librarv of up-to-date fire-flghting and lire-
prevenrtion literature, which should alsa- be accessible to the
men and which they shotild be encouraged to read. Evideuce
of familiarity with tbis should be counted to a man'>s credit
and entered on his record a., contributing týo promo>tion.

LOST-FIVE BILLION DOLLARS
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