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GO SSIP 0F THE MILITIA.

The sacrifice 'of time necessary to secure Officers,

Certificates.a
Recrmiting for IlB " Battery-Morris Tube competitions at St. John- -A sug-

gested programme for the Montreal Brigade -Ottawa Militiamen on
snowshoes-Torontos penchant for smoking parties-The

Peterboro Rangers warmly praised-Big gun
practice in British Columbia.

Ottawa.

SNOWVSHOEIN(; gives indication <r being the popffiar sport %vith Ille OttawaSvolunteers this winter. The clubs in connection with the severai corps are
înaking prep)arations for the seasen 's worlz, anîd a sehenie is prop)osed looking te the
holding cf senie Il garrisen trip" iii the near future.

At the sixth annual mleetinlg Of 1ihe 43rd Ridles showshee Club, the presitient, Capt.
and Adjutant Evans, occuipîed the chair. Sergt. i lubanti preseîîted the annual report
of the comntittee, wvhieh shemved the finances of the clubt te lie ini a florurishing cendi-
tien. The progress mnade during tihe pasi season was the greatest in its history, the
rnumaber oC tramaps taken biaving îeen thiirteeni, and the average attendance thirty-live,
or about sixty îwer ceini of the total iiîeiiabcrship. The mninber of iniîers promises tei
increase largel>' during the corning year, the st ength cf the regimient having stîbstan-
tiail>' incrcased since Iast winter. l'le 1irogrammniie fer next season includes sevcrail
new featuires, and the beys looký forîvard teoa ver>' lleasant îvinter's fun. The clectiori
of efficers resuilted as folîows :-llonorar>' presitlent, Iictt.-Col. WVhite; homorar>' ist
vice-piresident, Major Walsh ; honorar' 211( ý'ice-.presi<lent, Major Aniderson ; president,
Capt. EvNans; ist vice-prwesident, Color-Sergt. Grant; 2rai vîce-president, Bantiastcr
(heenfleld; secretary-trcasturer, Sergi. A. WV. I Iuba)ndl; whipper-in, Corporal Niils;
comîuiiittee, Sergt. Bira>', Corp. joncs, I>)tes. Abbott, Clendiien andi Carrutmers. It
was decided te tramnp on Montla> niglits, ami as soon as the %ventiler anti snow permit
of snowshoeing. 'l'lie secretar>' wîlI notify nieniliers tif the date (if the opening tramp.

The Guartis' snovsiioe cl ield their annual meeting on Mlonda>' evuniiîg irist,
Coîouir-Scrgt. Mailletie taking tbe chair iin the absence of the presiiemt andi vice-presi-
(lents. The ailnuial repiort îvas prcenteî b>) the secretary-treasuirer, Lieuit. Taylor. il
sbowed the finances te l'e in a satisfactouy cond'itionî. 'rite cectioîî of officers resuited
as foilows: Vatron, Liett. -( en. NIiddleton; honorar> presmîletît, Lietit.-Coi. Macpher-
son; presitient, Capt. 'ller; vice-presitients, Major Todtl anîd Capt. I leron; captaiti,
Lieut. I Icdgins; wliil)p)er-ini, Coltur.Sergi. M.I aille; secret ary -treastirer, Coiour-Sergt.
Ross; coniiiittee, Colour-Sergts. Cîmesie>', D)avis anti 'Taylor, Sergts. Ctinniiighani anti
Coliinii, Corpi. May' anîd l'te. I'egg. It wvas clccided tîmat the regtmîar club nigbt sîoimld
be \Vcdilesday.

The New Edini>urglî WNard coipan' tof the Rifles, No. 6, Iast -eek gave an atîna-
leur tieatrical enîertainnitîî in tlle Granid Opera i louse in ai<i of the e(tuiimîteiît fni
Th'e bill consisted of the coieti> "Ouir bon)tiestics." anti the farce ''Special lerforni-
ances," both of wvhicli îvere crediiall rendeied. l'he attendance %vas large, anti the
affair wi's a Iinancial sîîcces.s. 1 li Extcllency the Governer-Generi anti Latdy Lans-
downe graced the occasionl wvitll their lîresence. 'Ili Excellene' bans tienatet $25
t wards the ftinm<s of the oma.

Montreal.
ftAJOR TIIIOMIAS ATKINSON, of thme Garris>îî Artillery' lis in a1 recent

lv letter te) thme Sta- imaie seimie valtiable suggestionis boking te the ývelfare or
the Montrent brigade. l'îe>' ;ire as folows:-

I" irst, 1 %voul suggest that a ieprescutativc front each corp)s imiglit ar-range te
deliver a scries of lectures tring the long "'inter mîontlîs, on1 somme tf the tin(lernien.
tioîîcti subjects, viz. : Niilitary Tactirs, Nîllitar>' Ilistor>', Nlilitia I.aw, I lints on I)riiI
anti Interier ttct)niy, Nlttsketry Instruictiton, I"ortiiiticîis, NIilitar>' Iîilgimcrimg,
Giinnery, ( >ttptst I)îivy, or an>' other subljeet that wvill tend te initerest anti b)enetit the
excellent force we' have lnu this City'.

I ii eider to increase the interest in these lectures I wt>iiu resîuectfuiî>'- stîggesî
ihat ecd lectutrer on the night of lus lecture miiglît ar-a-ige lu> have aj band p)resent se
ilat wve bave a short I)reimenadi(e concert after tlle close of tlle lectu re. Thlis, I lui

sure, woultI tend to foster a lîrotlier>' feeling aîmongsî tlie va-r:iusl,, City corp)s, anti inctîl-
cale that esprit (le corps %vhiclî aîuîîc can imake lip anl efficicîmî corps,-.

"Ouîr respectcd 1). A. G. miight start file haIl rtîlîilg lu>' tîeliv.erilng Il c first
lecture.

"lFreint a1l appearume'es we xvili net get possession of Otir excellent drill liall befere
the spiring. Now, wotuld il not lut'ý a good jilea, %% lien it is lîanied over b>' thme M illist er
or Ilbic Wt>rks te the MNliitia I)>itnmicnt, te have a grandt tîmilitar>' deîîîoîstration of
semne sot-ihra review <ir grantd lîrotlmenatle conmcrt ini the dirill ball b' (le uni iedCity' iniitary lbantis? or wsc nuigmt have mlilitai>' garrison ganles, lui the iirîli
hall1, if landeti over iîeftre spritîg; if îlot, o>n St. I Icen's ÏIlanît.

'1'lîe above few lîiîts are offeretl witm t>iiy one Ot>ljvt il, view, vi7., te) bring tuie
varionts branchies of the cii>' forc tt)gctler te hmave ani initercha.nge tof elîinions on
militar>' imatters, antd ini oruler timat we îîîay al] larti seîmîctîiîîg tîmat wili bc of intecrest
te uis individuiaîly and te the force getueraîlv.

"T'1he lectures umiglit lie tlelivecd il, the \'icî''ria Artorv; at admissiton fée inight
lie chargeul tu tîfficers only to etuver retîtai atnd thuis adul a trille te thme Anier>' funul of
the Vics"

'The Sfa,' sîîggests an>ther exerci.se, wiich frontm its novelty eîni ntît fail le
anvakctî keemi interest On tlle part tuf lxrticipritors ai i'eiioluers. Th'lis ks, timat Ille
iilitiaîîem mîiglît «'be shlîe i on,' ti crect licl(i fortifications tua a ' îtkuau." l'ie

Star* -'.ys it ca, be deote.

Toronto.ARIZANGEMENTS have been made wiîereluy thîe n.c.o. crfitle Qutcn's Owtîl
A wiil hîave an epporiitity cf atteîîding a senies of tîrilis Ulurinig the ctuîiîmng winîer.

The sergeaiîts wiii paratde ever>' Fritia>' cvening. the ccrpo(r.-ts eîer%- \ý*(letiuîeuiy.
Nitwtisianttitmg rtnihuurs t) UIc contrar>', te Toruontu rîio Ilk< aller> is qiiii

tIrilln1lr. 1bear tiat tilt>' NN Il jru l lic ins;i'ectcuîi lu tî'e 1). A\.(;' qi Ille 5th lite.

The nîght of the ]st Decenîber p)romises to hc a busy one. The Qtieca's Own
b>andl wvil have a concert lit the lPavilion. "A" cemtpanty Royal Grenadiers (with the
Boonier Rifle Association) will hold ils arnual dininer at the Albion 1 tolt.

Final arrangements for the first tlinner of the cx-nicînhers Or the Quecn's Own
have 1been conmletcd. 1 t wvill b)e hlcd on the i 5th Deceinber.

Major I)elaniere, Q.O. RL, hiad a very enjoyable smtoking- p.art>' at his bouse on the
24th instant. Amiongst others p)resent were Col. Gilinmor, Col. Allait, and scveral
foreigners, including "''he Niclnityre," ' I e-whe-yet)-loin't-know-wh-he-is-lookiaig-
att," "Bon-wanig," &c. Smoking p)arties are evitlently going to he file thing" this
winter. Mr. Myles, T1. F. Il., ani several others have euit invitations fer theni.

London.

A Tteclose of the 1). R. A. matches tbis ycar, a gool (leal wvas said about the
Matn-1lenry rifle. and after the retuin of the 7th reamn freint Ottawa an appli-

cation wvas made fer 12, but so Car notbing lias heen bearul of either Ille rifles or Ille
applicatlion.

I arn acquaintcd with several efficers wvho \vould gladly qualify if they had an op-
l)ortuIIity of doing so withoîît neglecting thecir business, ai 1 can see no reason why
omfcers wsho cannet sp)are tinte to attend the nîiiiitary sehool sbould flot l)e met hall.
wva>. One of this class remark-eu to nie the etier day, that bie had p)aid $140 t<) 'r ng'
hirnself -ont for thc service o>f his country, but when his country required his busines
te go te 'flot,' il %vas tinme te <lr.i% the iine righît there. 1 low wouild samiiething alter
the following plan uit-ct thecir views:

Let a board cempese<.icl of thorouiglyl c<)mpeteflt offcers 1)e assenuible1 in each
camp), fur tlle e,\amiuation of aIl canidi'iatcs; having as pircsiuient the commnandanît of
one of the schools, the othier meiers te l'e of an)' rank, andI selected front an>' corps
to which the candidate tloes flot b>elona, (if possible). Candbdaîes should forward their
nailles te the Il. Ni. of the district, it least two we'ks before the formation of the
camp. The exanunaiition to last 5 days, the first twe of %%hich te he taken 11p b>'
papers, lin the ferai of (jue.tioen and asvr; piintetl feris te lie sent freint bied-
(luarters, under cover, tti the )resîient; imer to l>e handed te eachi candidate on bis
rei)orting te the board tbat he is ready te begin wverk; after wvhich candlidates net te
1we allowved te commuinicate witb each other or qutîi t-ie roomn or tent, miless their
papers are iirst giveti lip te the president. 1'wtu days of this wvorIk wonilu he sufficient
te test the cal)I>ilitics cf any ottucer; pruividîcî that he gets the right kinul or questions.
The last three days nay bc taken tip as foliow.i: 3id iy-suaiand Colipany dîrill;
4tb daty-1battalioni drill, sword drill and brigade drill if requtire<i; 5tb day-guard andI
otîtpost tduties, shielter trench and a1 littie mniner tactics; as for instance, the attack anti
defence of a brilre, or the attack iind defence of a conve>', etc. And, by the bye,
ma>'y 1 ask- wî>' miner tacties are flot practiseu in our annual camps; as in imy opinion,
if anything is calculated te give a mari ant insighit inte what is required of 1dmii on
active service, that 'anytlîing' is miner taLtics, and 1 %v Il venture te say, that mor'e
uiseful mnlilitary knewledge Cali be giiieu hn one day St> cnii>loyed, than in six days of
the usuairl drill.

In ortier te l)re'ent. officers miakiiog exctis,.s as te their inability te procure tlic
necessar>' books wîthout going te a lot of trouble, why cannet a snpply be forwaided
freint headquarters te tlle 1). A.C. of tlle district, tihe ct)st bcing recovered fronti these
requiuing tîmeni, throtugh the pay rels. Oflicers shouild bie re(luiretl te l)rodltce their
l>oks at the annual inspection of thecir corps.

lit surgesting that senmething 1be 'louie te iieut the wisbies cf a consitleralile bcdy'
of tfficers, 1 have no tlcsire to sec revived tuit worsî cf ail1 inventions fer 'pitcliforkinig'
an oficer into a Commission, viz.: the oli \¼uluntecr Iloard, and wotild likec te sec a
G.O0. requiring aIl officeis with V'. I. aifter thecir niaintes t', lutain a NI. S. certificate,
or a certiticate freint the abov' s"ese board, Lnld filifigl te 03o sO Witmi 12 menths,
rcvcrting themn te preo'isional rank. IîIIc."'

Peterborough.
ON Thursday last Lieuit. -Col. V'illiers, I .A. G. of the 31-d inîbltar>' district, iisilcct.

et the 57thi baUttaion, l'eterlborotlgh. l'le I).A.G. îvas accompan.Iiiedl 1» Major
King, dlistrict payniaster. Tl'îe battalien nustcred ai the drill shedl at twvo o'clock in
the aftcrnoon 230 men strong andI iarchied to the Rýiversitie Park, Licuit. -Coi. Rogers
in coinmrantl. The insp)ectioni was wateched l'y a large assemiblage of pec,)le. 'lime
mocvemients which the battalion %vent througli %%erc inîcrcsting anti exceeding>' wcîI
(lonie. The Depitit>' Adjutant General spenit about ani heur putting the in through
different exercises and then orderetl a march iaek te thle dirill shedl. At thte drill sieuil
C.ol. Villiers addressul the liattalion. î le said : 'I can assure yent that on coming te)
l'etcr>orouigh this inerning to inspect yeon I rcaîly felt ver>' nerveus. If 1 insp)ectetl
yotu lasi ycar 1 wvotld certain>' have foiiiî'i fatilt with youi for mniai> reasons, but as Gen.
Mitldleton inspecîed yoiî I coul Say' aothing. 'l'lie 57til as a rural regimient. wvas
aIwa)'s a spflendid Coruis, and reali>' one of the lîcst ini the district, lînt 1 comild net sa>'
ilhat of it list )'ear. TIhis )'ear 1 a11n surpriscdl, simiffl aniazet, ai Ille position you stand
in to.day. The proliciec> of y(our amovcnments, yotîr steadiness ini the tic](], your
physique and gencral apwarance really suirprisegl tac to-day, andi acceruling te wshat I
sa>' 110W 1 intcnd te report. 'The reginient. is a great creulît te) the colonel antI olficers,
and I hope you %vit] Continue in youir present state of efficiency. %'on have a gond
dirill .shed, gooti accoutreaments, niew anfl cleati clothing, a vei'y fine band, andl cvery-
thing te L-ecp yen in ant eficient stitte."

'l'ime nunil er of eficers ai mîen ini the liattalion is as follows: fieldl and staff ofi-
cers, 7;. captainls, 5; lictutenants, 6; staif-sergeatits, 5, liergeants, iS; cerporals, 18;
l>ugiers, 6; bandi, 21; p)rivateS, 181; total strengtli, 267.

lit tic eveiîing an oflicers' dlimner u~as hel at Nlorgan's I lotel, at which Col.
Villiers and Major King stere gtuesîs.

Halifax.

A BOUT twenty.-i\-e I laligonians have been enîistcd b>' Recruiiiig-Strgeanît
Satinders for 'Ill" I;attery, (2ttclbc. lit an interview by'a local neuspal'er

mnan, Sergeant Sauinders teld himt that lie wismeu te secuire betlveen t%%enty-fiv-e andI
thirty, the; balance of the fifi>' reuluiireul te lI the piresent. vacancies te be obtuiciii ini
Nientreal, a recruiting sçrgeant iîaving gt>ne to flbat cit>'. Only nmen cf geotl eharacter
are wanted. The>' mnust l>e single anti l)CtWen the ages 9 f 20 aiid 45, andi net lminer
5 ft. 8 inches iii height. l'he s'rgeant wvas aise nieuos to secuire s;onie b)anul,,inen.
In annotincing dtli sergeant's arrivai the paptiers gave the rates of pa>' aîlowed in the
art il lcry-conimencing witlî tie lieuit. -colonels at $4 PR <la>'; majors ai $3; cap.
tains it $3; anti sei on down the scale, winding lit) wvith tlhe "Itttidvt 40c for gtînners.
VNtr correspiontdent nffered te tilt an>- gai> ini the ranks- of the lieîitenant-colonels, ini
faet even went se far as te state thai he sveuln't mid taking as Iow as $3 a la>' for a1
captninc>', but application wvas malle toc, tlt, their lieing vin vacancies cxcept for guin-
tiers or mitisiciins, se lie remiains lnati q,,ui,.

The l'rovincial Rýilie ,\ssociation wsill bolet its annual mlecling on tlle 2911b
Noviaîî'r ai!Iltle N'''uing NIuiî's bî~ n.~'eaiu 'uo i li i
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