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NEWS OF THR WEEK.

Tag tiding brought by last steamers from Lurope
are highly important, and as the Times says,
suggestive of the Negotiations, Notes and Pro-
tocols wheeh ushered in the Crimean War,—
‘Poland still holds out, and the cruelties of ihe
Russians, towards the patrots are becoming
every day more alrocious, and more offensive Lo
humamty. 1t is thought that the Czar will re-
ject the propositions of the Western Powers, n
whieh case it will be diflicult for the latter to
avoid war without a sacrince of honor. The
London Zunes comnenting upon the situalion
says r—

# L is true we are not pledged to actus] interven-
tion, ror are we bound up, in offensive and defensive
allinnce wiith France: and yet we seem 1o hnve
gevered sumewbal from the wize aud popular policey
of nou intervenmtion and f{reedom from an entangling
altiunce  We bave entered upon a career pot unat-

tanded with danger, sud from which we may find it
difficult Lo exiricate ourselses withount some diseredit,’

And again the same journal adds :—

"' We confess to some ¢f the uneasy and unsettied
feelings which took pussession of the minds of sume
ot the reflecting men during the lowering and anset-
tled sear which preceded the Crimean War.  Qur
apchor i3 lifted, nud we seem to be dr:fiing io a cur-
reut which seems leadiog us to one of two disagree-
able slierpatives - war if we udvunce—luss of char-
scter if we retrest.”

“[he queshon of intervention betwixt the belli-
gerents on this Content, and in concert with
Frauce is vgain warmly discussed by the British
press. Louis Napoleon bas also it is eaid heen
making overtures to the Spavish Gorernment
with 1he view of indocing the latter to co-aper-
ate in the projected offers of mediation which e
15 reporled as decided upon making. The Temes
appears to tlink that the crisis has now arrived
1 the affairs of the belligerents which authorises
the British Cabinet to join with France in mak-
ing some attempt fo put a slop to the jurther
useless shedding of blood. If nterference in
the affawrs of Poland can be justified —so also may
interference in those of the people of the North
American Conlinent,

The verdict in the case of lhe Alexandra,
detained upon suspicion of being designed for the
Confederate Navy has been given in favor of the
defendants. The Judge summed up strongly in
their favor—arguing that if Birmimgham manu.
fue wiers were to bave the liberty of sending
arms and munitions of war to belligerents, similer
likerty should be allowed to shupbuilders,  With
the exception of the aflairs of Poland—there is
ltile of immediate interest from the Continent of
Esrope.  luportant Mmisterial changes bave
taken place m France—and we read of a duel
with swords betwixt Ratazzi and Minghetti in}
the course of which the latter was wounded in
the sword arm.  The seconds interlered, but the
quarrel has unl yet been mude up.

Mot important events have transpired since
aur Last, on this Continent —and it i3 to be fewred
that Geoers! Liee kas met with o sertous reverse
though as ali one knowledge of the engagrments
cemes 1o us througft Yaonkee channels, fittle re-
liance can be placed upon slatements soreceived.
What seeins cerfain ts ihis.

Oun Wednesduy e It instaut the Tedershs
et with a saund heking from the Confederates.
Oa Thursday. the 31, General Lee aguin atta: ked
the epemy who were strongly posted 5 and afies
a severe and most sangvinary conlesl whuh
lasted tilt Triday aficennon, the Conlerate attack
was repulsed, and General Lee retreating tlock
up 2 position some Ihirteer twiles to the West
ward of Gettysbury. OF course the Yankees
endeavour 1o make the moast of their victory ;
but by tieir ridiculous rhodomontade, by their
palpable lies abrut the number of prisoners and
of gun~ 1hat they clain to have taken, they raise
very serious doubts as to whether they have
realiy won auything worthy of the name of a vie-
tory at all.  Vick-burg s sard to have capitulatd,
but this rumor must be recesved with caution.

PASTORAL LETTER OF THE TITA-
THERS OF THE THIRD PROVIN-

ClAL COUNCIL OF QULBEC, &,
We, by the mercy of God, and the Giace of the Holy

Aposiolic Sve, the Bishaps of the Eeclesiustical Pra.

vince of Quelec, &c., &e.,

T all Ecclesinstics and Religions Communities
of both sexes, and to ali e Fanbful of the
sard Provinee, Health and Benediclivn in our
Lord.

In closing the labors of our third Provincial
Cotrcit, mosl Beloved Brethren, we deem it ne-
cessary 1o write to you ihis Pastoral Letter, to
express 1o you, with one common accord, lhe
lively solicitnde, with which, during this Synod,
we have been concerued for your eternal wel-
fare : charissimii omnem sullicitudinem facens
scribere vibts de communt vestra salule, necesse
habut scribere vobis (Jud. 3.)

Assembled 1n the Metropolitan City from tie

various parts of this vast Prevince, as were the

Cenaculum, we maturely considered what we
‘ought to do, we who are their legitimate succes-
sors, m order to preserve the sacred deposit of
the Faith, which they have left us for an ohen-
tance. Therefore, we have judged that in these
evil days, when the wicked man 1s sowing tares
profusely in the field of the Father of the family,
it is our duly to raise our voices together, 10
conjure you to keep a strict watch over this pre-
cious treasure : Deprecans supercertart semel
tradile sunctis fider (Jud. 3).

We do it with so wmuch the more confidence
that we have assisted 1w spirit, with the Holy
Apostles, at the glorious triumph of the Asven-
sion of QOur Lord; that we bave seen, as they
did, the author and the perfecter of our Faith
ascend in Majesty to the Highest ITeavens ; that
we have received, as they did, the solemn Bless:
ing which He gave to the Earth, wten a lomin-
ous cloud concealed ITun from the wondering
looks of Idis Yeloved disciples; that we bave
withdraswn, as they did, at the word of the An-
gels, from the holy AMount of Olives, and shut
ourselves up 1o this pew Cenaculum, all illuimni-
nated Dy a celestial splendor and embsimed with
the most delicious perfume, for we have [ound
here the Queen of the Aposties, 1o whom, in tns
beautitul mouth of May, you cease nol io ex-
press, in upison with ali the Fanhful of the uni-
verse, the sentiments of your Ol love for that

tender mother,

You were in spinf, with us, Beloved Brethren,
in the sacred place where your first pastars were
assembled 3 and it is, without a doubty to the
fervor of your prayers that we are indebted tor
the light we bave received, which enables us to
discern clearly the dangers that threaten our be-
loved flock, and to provide more efficacioutly for
their wants, Now, one of the greatest dangers
which we deem 1t our duty 1o point out to yous
is the presence in our midst of inpious men who,
by a ternble Decree of the Divine Justice, are
abandenrd 1n tlus world, to lhe wanderings of
their own mndsz, and to the corruption of their
bearts, to be cast,alas! into everlasting flames
in the next, should they not become converted
since the Apostle St. Jude assures us, that they
change the Grace of our Gad nto uncleanness,
and renounce Jesvs Christ, our sole Lord and
Master. Swliniroteruni enim quidawm honi-
nes (que olim pr eescrapti sunt in hoc judicium)
impir, Dei nost:i gratiam transferentes in
luzuriam, et solum dominatorems nostrum
Jesum Christum negantes (Jud. 4).

You have, therefore, Beloved Brethren, the
most pressing motives for opening your hearts to
the divine favors, which are offered lo you,
these days of salvation, by the Father of Mer-
cies ; and we exhart you this day, n the fullness
of tbe Clarity that animates us for you, to close
your hearts agaiost those who would rob you of
the inestunable treasure of the Faith, Now, we
may say to you wah St. Augustin, your hearts
are prepared, because 1he enrmny has been dniven
out of them: Darata sunt corda vestrn, guia
ezclusus ost wnimicus de cordibus vestrs (S,
Aug. de Symb. wl. Catl) We mustin the
first place make known to you, Belored Dre-
thren, the men who, in these evil days, have a
design upon your Faith 3 and, for this purpose,
we need only repeat 10 yoeu dke well kuown
words o our immartal Pomifl, Pius 1X., who
says 1o us all, that these termible enemies are the
men whe, armerd with the assestance of the Se
cret Socteties, wauld abulish all religions wor-
ship 5 who trample wnder therr feet the Sacred
Richis of the Churh. by endeavoring to huavpe
an wijust masiery over her, who ezhult Tl
mun reason as much as they can, cven to rais
ing it to a level with Dvine Revelation 5 who
think that we wmust ope for the selvation of
wll men, cren of those who oo not live in tle
bon of the Chureh ot Jesus Christ, out of
achich, nevertheless. 4 is tmposstdle io be suved.
(Attoeution of the i Devember, 1851) 5 who
have the temerity to deny evecy truth, cvery
lonw, crery authoruy o o every right of Di
vine origuie y who fear non to publish. el th
view of decerve g men, thut the Roman Poa
tf and «il the Sucred Nlinisiess of  the
Clecrale must be excluded from cvery sigl,
und egery contsul over temporalities. (Altoca
uon of tue 9o June, 1852).

These latu) ervors, and miny otbers eqmily
prejuheial; ate propagaied aver the whale world,
0 a manter La'y  alarining, as well by means ol
bad books aud wreltgwus uewwspapers, as by im-
prous diseourses dehvered from the rostrams aud
What we
huve still mare to deplore, is that they seduce
and infect even relisious iminds, who are not on
their guard ; for the wmen who procliim them,
take great pams to hide their dark designs under
ihe outward appearance of religion which they
muke a prerence of respecting, 1w order the sore
surely to deceive the suaple minded.

the pulpits of pestilential docirures,

These are the ensnaning errors, which the su.
preme chief of Pastors bas vol ceased to point
oul to the whole world, fur the fast ten years,in
order tiat the true children of thie Cuurch may
not be exposed 10 the dunger of fulling iuto them.

Apostles. at Jerusalem, ‘and secluded i the re-
tirement of -the Council," as they . were ia - the-

deciding that the Pontifical Aliocutions, contain-
ing so salutary warnings, shall be published in con-
nection with the Decrees of our present Council.
You will, (herefore, listen with a fihal docihiy,
Beloved Brethren, to these paternal counselss
when they .n_re explained to you by your Pastors?
with the zeal with which you know them to be
imbued, and of which they give you proof, each
time that it behoves them 1o provide for the
wanls of your souls. :

Having made known to you, Beloved DBre-
thren, those you are (o fear as the enemies of
your Faith, we must now tell you where the dan-
gers you have to avonl are fo be found, and
what are the snares Jaid for you by those wicked
mes  For in these days, more than ever, ile
powers of el make use of every means to rumg
utlerly, il that were postible, the true rehgion ;
and Lhe tempests that arisc against her, on the
stormy zea of this world, are becoming mere and
inore lurious.

These dangers are to be found, doubt it not,
Beloved Brethren, in the readiug of bad books
and bad journals, especially, which are circulated
more than ever through the world., Tor, alas !
they are hawked about everywhere, w public
places, in railroad statiens and carriages ; in the
gaols and in the hospitals; in the market places
and in private houses. Error disguses itseli
wnder every form, and, n order to dissemmate
its potson nore effectually, it 1s hidden iu an in-
finite number of talse bibles, of small tracts full
of falsehoods, of irreligious and iinmoral pamph-
lets, and of newspapers injurious hoth to faith
and morals.  In truth we have arrived at the
evil days foretold by the apostle St. Joha, when
the locusts, which devour 2l things, come forth
[rom the depths of the abyss 1 such vast pum-
bers, that they form a dark eloud, which obscures
the hight of the sun (Eneyclycal lelter of Gregory
XV1, 15 Avgust, 1832).

At the sight of so many criminal works, whicl
Hell unceasingly vomits forth on the eartl,
tremble, Beloved Brethren, as you would on
seeing a venemous serpent ghding into your
nouses ;3 Quast & facie colubri fuge percatum.
Drive them far from your dwellings, so that your
spirit and your hearts, as well as those ot your
clildren, may not be tamted by the poison they
contain, which is a thousand times more pernici-
ous to the soul than the pestiferous breath of the
serpent to the body. On the contrary, keep 1o
your homes none but approved books, calculated
to foster in your families the Jove of good prin-
ciples and sound doctrines.

Similar dangers are, also, to be found in fre-
quenting schools, academnes, faculties of law and
medicine, usiversities and other institutions of a
like kind, where Catholic principles are laul
aside, i1t they are not opecly cantroverted ; and
ahere, consequently, the faith of the students is
impersled. It 1s, then, your duty, Christian
pareuts, 1o take tuch weasures as will preveni
your children from ever becoming aftached io
shese institutions. It also concerns the honor of
our Holy Religion, which would be humbled by
the prafersnce given to them over the many es-
rablishments 1t unceasingly raises to the glory of
(God, in the interssts of your faanihes, and to the
honar cf our country.

‘The danger to your children would be parti-
clarly immmnent, were you to place them i cer-
tain wstitutions, which, it is well kaown, have
been eslabhshed solely for the perversion of Ca-
tnolics.  The pretended charity that opens to
them those asyluins, and where they are fed.
clothed, and taught gratuitously, bas no other
ohject thun thut of robbing them of the preetous
gt of Faiths  To what dreadiul puigments
woulJ ot parents expose themselves; who would
be guilty of sending their children to sueh inshi-
tutions, and of thus forgething their duty towards
‘hose whose elernal salvation ought to be so dear
to them.

Very great dangers are also to b2 met with in
mixed warriages; thatis to suy,in marriages
contracted belween persons professing the Ca-
tholic religion, and others, who belonyg 1o any of
the Pratestant sects.  As to the deplorable evils
that atise fram sich «1iances, we can anly ex-
oress 1o you, Biloved Brethren, how derply we
tament them ; it woull be useless lo enuinerale
them, since they are already but too well known
to you. Apart from the pain they give the
Church, how eruel and how deep are the anxieties
they orcasion to Citholic pareats, at the sight of
their tender offspring brougit up in error, and
exposed 1o be lost for alt etermty ! Iiow over
whelmiog the thought, fur those who bave Faith,
that at their death they will bave to bid, i may
be, an clernsl farewell 10 2 chenshed spouse, to
most beloved cbildren, entangied in the ways of
perdition.

Havmng, thus, Beloved Brethren, placed you
on your guard against lae principal dangers that
beset your Faith, in these wrelched days, we
must, wmoreover, forewarn you agamst cerlain
scandals that are caleulated Lo arrest you mn the
accomplishment of the rigorous duties which
Curistian morality imposes upon you. For we

are nol permitted to doubt of it 2 the violutson of

We are, thus, only aclieg 1 contorumty wilh the {tbe commandments of God, 1 ealculated to

'w‘is:h‘ of the :Vllcgr‘,,‘ql‘ J. becnllmg your atten-
tion, this day, to so important a subject, and by.

weaken 1n us, and even utterly to. destroy, the
priaciple of Faith, which 1s the primciple of Life.
Here, then, are the most fatal evils to which we
believe it our duty to draw your serrous altention
now that veing assembled 1n Couneil, and for that
purpose receiving more enltightenment from the
Holy Ghost, Who governs the Church, we are
better enabled to discern the misfortunes which
threnten our beloved flock.

The first of these evils, and the most to be
dreaded, because as the Apostle says, ¢ s the
roo of all crumes; is covelousness or an insata-
ble and inordinate thirst for the goods of this
world, Indeed, Beloved Brethren, af you reflect
on 1t, you cannot fail to see, that it is tus un-
happy passion which afflicts the whole worid with
a deluge of most erying acts of injustice 5 that it
has invaded all ranks of society ; that it wsinu-
ates iself 1nto a vast multitude of transacrtions,
and gives rise to numberless evils. It is covet-
cushess, above all, that engenders that hideous
sore of our age, Usury. Now, 5 1t not Uswry
that causes men to perpelrale every species of
fraud, in order to exlort an exorbitant rate of
interest 5 that invents the most iniquitous means
of making a fortune without labor, in the short-
est possible time ;5 that, without pity, ruins the
widow wn+d the orphan, whe become the helpless
victims of its rapacity; that expatrates so
many unfortunate berrowers, who are forced to
have recourse to the Usurer; aad that obliges so
many families to wander 1 a strange land? T»
it nol Usury that desolales the' most flouristing [
Empires and covers the world with ruos?
Usury, beyond a doubt, Las always Leen the
most dreadful canker that ever preved upon the
vituls of communities.

In order that you may not deceive yourselves,

Beloved Dretbren, in so delicate a matter, and
that you may have nothing to reproach your-
sefves wnth, when you shall be compelied to ap-
pear before the Just Judge, listen to the Churen,
whieh is eharged with teaching you true morality,
as well as true Ifath. Consult the directors of
your conscience and your Pastors, who have the
grace and authority to explain to you the law of
God and the rules of the Church, 'Take pity on
the poor maam, who is reduced to the hard neces-
sity of borrowing, and have a care not to ruin
him, under the pretext of rendering him a ser-
vice. Let those, on the other band, whe are
compelled to borrow, not expose themselves to
the fatal consequences which result from loans
inade at an immoderate rale of interest; and to
this end, let them incur no expenses beyond their
means, and, as far as possible, let them avoid
buying on credit.
The second evil that you have to strive against,
Beluved Brethren, is lugury or extravagance, of
which Lhe ravages are visible and the evils incal-
culable ; and, in fact, if we Lrace ifs progress, it
is easy to find that lugury is produced and fed by
pride, the first, as we!l as the greatest, of all
sins 3 that it hurries sts votaries into excessive
and, constquently, ruinnus expendilure ; that 1t
utroduces, daily, expensive fushions, often con-
trary to decency ; that it causes revolling
acts of injustice, by inducing its followers 1o
coutract debts, which therr small means can
never enable them to pay 5 that 1t seduces into
esils ways many young persons, who are ready to
despize the most sucred duties, io order to salisly
their love of dress; in lne, it withers the heary,
and causes the Joss of that spnit of faith and
plety, without which no real virtue can exist.

These consideralions, and many others, whicl
it would take too long to emumerate, catnol ful
10 inspire you with a horror of luxury. Yo
will then retrench from the furaiture of your
huuses every superfluous article and every object
of vanity ; you will rear your children in that
outward simplieity, whichis the image and natu-
ral expression of Lhe innocence of the heart;—
and if, as 1! is desirable you should, you coufide
your Jaughters to the care of our good Nuns de-
voled to the instraction of youth, yon will second,
by every means in your power, their anxions ef-
forts to inspire them with alove of Christian mo-
desty, anaversion for the vanities of the world,
and a taste for labor and the spirit of economy.

The Church, with a view of encouraging our

Religious Ladies to edacate your daughters thus
carefully, in all respects, has lately given them
for a model and Patroness St Angela of Mericis
Foaundress of the Ursulines, so honorably known
throughout the world j in which, following the
example set them by their mother, they leach
young girls, rick and poor, the first elementsof
their fuith ; how to live with regulurity and
chastaty ; and they trawn them 10 those Labours
that are befuting their sez, (Decree of the lioly
See, dated 10 July, 1861).
~ 'I'his, Beloved Brethren is the kind of educa-
tion which you must endeavour lo secure for your
children : by so doing you will rear up for your
Country virivous familes, destived to mhert
from generation to generation the blesrings
promised to the Painarchs Abrabam, lsaac
and Jacob, whos Patriarchal manoers you shall
have imiiated.

The 1hird ewa} you have to dread, 18 the love
of the pleasures of the world. By these, we
mean theatrical perfermances, shows, comedies,

and operas, where tbe Jaws of modesty are tram-

pled uq-der‘foot; and those dances, revolting to
pure minds, whicl are but too freely indulged in
at b.alls and other worldly assemblies. It 13 i
possible !jor you o share in these profane amuse.
ments, w:th.out exposing yourselves to the progi-
mate occasion of sin ; for every thing in them ig
calculated to produce an evil impression, to give
scandal, and to sully punity and innocencd,

You will, therefore, make it a rule to refrain
from them yourselves, and to forbid them to Four
children, of you are sincerely desirous that they
should preserve their viftue. Be npot surprised
when Confessors, who are responsible befo;e God
for your souls, exhibit severily, in the tribupal of
penitence, towards those who refuse to sybipt
themselves 1o their injunclions, on a pomt g
highly important as this. .

Nevertheless, Reloved Brethren, you must pot
infer, that it is aur intention to deprive you of
every kind of amusemest aed (o prohibit the
frequenting of all kinds of social meeting,—
This 15 far from bemg our wish 3 for we know
that the law of God permits you to rejoice, o
enjoy mmocent recreation, and to alford vour
children the opportunity of atlendng cvnm:; 50-
cial meetings, certam evesing parties, where
every thing is conducted fn accordance with the
rules of good brecding, and where the wise pre-
cautions prescribed by Christian prudence are
carefully observed,

In fine, there is a last evi), which we would
fuin exhibit to you in all its repulsiveness: Trag
the evit of Drunkenness, which bas reappeared ig
our Town and in our Rurad Dustriets, more tri-
amphaol than ever, and winch briges along wilh
it the mosl {rightful evils. These evils ure mani-
fest at oll times, but more especially during efec-
tioas, which by reason of their frequent cceur-
rence, constitute one of the primcipal cauvses of
the demoralization now spreading self in every
direction to an alarming extent,

~ In order to put a stop ta so grave a calamity,
we deem it our duty to trace out for you the fol-
lowing rule of conduet, which, in fact, is simply
confirming the recommendations made you in the
Pastoral Letter of the Fathers of the second
Provincial Council of Quebee, dated the 41k
July, 1654

1°. Stand courageously by the engagements
you eatered into, on becowing members of t he
Society of the Cross, or Temperance Saciety;
and renew those sacred esgagements daily, by
reciting five Our Fatbers and five Hail Marys.

22, Do not frequent taverns ; and, if, when
travelling, you are compelled to resort to houses
of the knd, be careful to select such as are con-
ducled in an orderly manner ; but never resort to
Taverns in which intoxicating liquors are sold
without a license.

3 °. Inorder to guard agawnst the jproads of
drunkenness, be careful to have, in your respec-
tive localities, no more than the number of taverns
necessary for fravellers ; and see that the tavern
keepers are duly qualified, and that tbey maintain
proper order in their houses.

You holdin your o wn Lands, Beloved Brethren;
the simplest and the easiest means of remedying
all these evils, and a host of others, by winch cur
once happy ecountry is now made desolate ; it
consists in always making proper eleclions, that
is fo say, in sending o represent you in Parlia-
mient, none but mea who are diposed o put
down vice aud encourage morality 3 in selecteg
for mayorsand lor councillors of your municipal-
wies only such of your fellow-citizens as yiu
know to be capuble of maintaining order. Hence,
you inust ever proceed in such elecnions under a
sense of the grave responsibility that lics on your
conseivnees, smee you shall have to -answer Jor alj
the evil dove by the men whom you will have
elected, while knowing them to be ineapable of
fully discharging the duties of their posiuen,

When, therefore, you are called wpon, Be-
loved Brethren, to exercise the nights of political
life, do not forget that you must answer for your
conduct before God, should you fail to aet with
a proper care i the discharge of the duties at-
taching thereunto,and lor tie seria us consequences
that ay result froin your neghigence. If, as we
are not permitted to doubt, we must all render
an account toa just Judge, evea for an idle
word, which seems to us of so lintle momeat,
what ther, will 1t be, when we shall be cited be-
fore s tribunal there to answer for acts which
will hare been the undeniable cause of a mulfi=
rade of erimes, and of the eternal loss of a large
uamber of souls.

Such, Beloved DBrethren, are the principal
etils which we conjure you, by the mercy of our
Liord Jesus Chinst, to remove from amongst you,
in order that, throughout all parts ol tlus vast
Diovince, those solid virtves muy be seen 10
flourish, which ean alone secwe our hsppiniess
both here and hereafier.  'With these evils will
a'so disappear the enormous expenditure they en-
tail.  How many boly and ncble undertakings
wight be carried out, il all that is foohshly spent
in taverns, at play, at the theatres, in dress, and
in luxury, were devoted to them ; and then, what
blessmgs would be shed upon you, as a reward
for your sacnfices 1n behalf of so worthy a cause.
We deem it our Juty to peint out to you here,
some of the good works it behoves you to prac-

use, 10 order lo arrest this torrent of imguity ,



