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THE UNIVERSITY 0F TORONTO.

BY WILLIAM HOUSTON, M1.A.

NE of the favorite ideas of
John Graves Simcoe, the
first Lieut.-Goveriior of
Upper Canada, was the es
tablishient of a "College
of a higher class," hvlicl
would "give a tone of

principle anid manners that
would be of infinite sutpport

to Government. " He feared that, " ow-

i, to the ceiapness of edication in the
Unlited State-, the gentlemen of Upper
Canada would s-nd their children there,
wlich would tend to pervert their Eng-
lish principles." Just before the close of
his régime ii 179G, lie urged the Colonial
Secretary to have set apart, out of the
Crown reserves of public lands, enough
to erect and endow a University, " froin
which, more than any other source or
circumstance whatever, a grateftil at-
taclhment to lis Majesty, morality and
religion, would be fostered and take root
throughout the wlole Province."

His advice w-as taken shortly after bis
retirement froin office. An address to
George III. by both Houses of the Parlia-
ruent of Upper Canada was the imme-
diate occasion of the appropriation of
half a million acres of land for the estab-
lishinent and maintenance of four public
schools and the proposed University. To
this day the endowment of the University
of Toronto rests on this land grant of
179s.

It is unnecessary, and it would be
tedious, to narrate with any minuteness
of detail the efforts made during the early
Years of the present century to realize the

noble ideal wlich Governor Simcoe had
c(trisiedt aid promnulgated. The con-
templated schools were establishud, but
the University reiainied in abeyance
until 1827, in which year a Royal Cht rter
of Incorporation was granted to it by
the name and style of Thie Chancellor,
President and Scholars of King's Collge,
at York, in the Province of Upper
Canada." The first Chancellor w as the
then Lieutenanît-Governoi-, Sir Peregrine
Maitland; the first President was the
Rev. John Strachan, D.D., afterwards
the first Anglican Bishop of the Diocese
of Toronto. Haviiig been mailhy iii-
struneiital in securing the Charter of the
University, Dr. Strachan, quite nattur-
ally, saw to it that the provisions were

satisfactory to his Clirch. By its terins
the Bishop of the Diocese w-as made
ex-oficio Visitor of Kiig's College; the
Arceacon of York was made ex-offitio
its Presideit; each of the seven Proftes-
sors Vho were to be inembers of its
Council was required to be also a meinber
of the " Establislied iUnited Chulirch of
England anîd Ir-land, and, before his
admission into the College, to sign and
sttbscribe to the Tliirty-nine Articles of
Religion as declared and set forth in the
Book of Common P>rayt-r." Provision
was made for the recognition of Diviiiity
as one of the teaching factulties, the
"declarations and subscriptiois" re-
quired for a degree therein being the
saine as those required for any degree of
Divinity in the University of Oxford.

It was not in Dr. Stracliai's energetic
nature to allow this Charter to remain a
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