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Front,Behll‘ey:‘s_l\[isseellnny. : |
DABKNESS.

" Darkness hath bound
All nature eround,
And the night-queen summons her pearly truin,
Lighting each star
To l"ts watch from afar,
. O’er a world of visions and dreams ngaiz.

Lulled to its slecp
1s the mighty deep, .
‘Aml hushed the Jument of its nlutton “ave,
; But-false the smile, - )
“Lwen < ASa demon’s guile,- :
That sport: on ils bosonx and fndes in lzs grave, .

.

- Trisst not the rest , .
ISR Ol‘atraltor-breust, L Pl A
-‘_Brl]ows now slumb’nng shall wake, and be n'ee,
‘ “Their syrei chain .. - iR
‘ .. Bhall they burst anmn, '
’ And tho storm ﬁend cull them to liberty.

o

5 Soon the <rrey dawn
Sitall asher the morn.

‘With a tale of woe_for her sninted breath;
© Night winds shall rush,
-Torrents shall gush

O’er ‘the mariver'a brow in its ocemu]eath

ba

JuLian.

FALL OF THE ARABIAN EMPIRE.
From a Paper 'oj‘greaz jﬁomer dnd beauty, in Blackwoadhz Mazazine.,
Three thousand years+had elapsed since Jshmael, a fuendless
wanderer, left-his pnrentshome, and - owed his- pleserv.xtxon in
'the deserttoa mxruclo, More thnn s:x eenturles hnd.passed

,‘deserte*

behind a’ ‘moral and a memory of desolatlon ;- its ‘seattéred ves-
tiges.of magnificence aré a stinding evidence of temporary pride 3
- its recollection is suggestive of mournful and chastening feélings.
The Arabic beroes are forgoiten by name ; their monuments are
admired for their architectural beauty,. not for the nobility of the
spirit they were erected Lo honour ; the bones deposited within
them, to employ the eloguent elegiac langnage of Sir Thomas
Browne, ¢ have no\y rested quietly in the.grave beneath the drumns
~and tramplings of three conquests.”” The field of Tours has been
whitened by them, but even tradition there bears no recard of the
event ; Jerusalem has seen them luid side by side with prophets
“and with kings, and the tombs of all are forgotten together. Ish-
_-mael and Isaac, foes.on earth, rest peacefully in alliance in the
- same grave. Spain'has been beantified by their memorials, but de-
~ gradéd -byitlro‘"pFaotiénl,necation of their independent, ‘heroic spirit ;
-and if there is'trutlf, as'we would dosire to believe, in the tale of
the Cid’s funeral, when death re-assumed vitality to protect no-
" bility from profunation, surely thero has been in that land enough
of degradution to arouse nlike Christian and Moorish warriors from
the sepuichre to vindicate the character of the nation. Every
where
‘‘Decay’s eflecing fingers’
Tlave swept the lines where besuty lingers.”

Lvery whero Saracenic glory and power have faded away ; the
Arabian aspiring bloud has sunk into the ground, and not to vege-
tate there. Shorn of sirength, the Arabs have Jost also the moral
splendour that adorned them,  Their sciences, their refincnent,
their valour, have decayed, or been whsted ; their hand once
more is against every man, and every man’s hand agamst them ;
the Turk is their master and the desert is their home! Their
fathers—wlere are they ? Departed from memory as. theirnation
has fuded from Tame, their hxstury is a blank, their boasted empire
has vanished and gone for ever! The standard of Islam no longer
13 the banner carrying terror and dismay aleng the confines of
Christendom ; the pale despots that rear it are defeated, despite
its sacred and inspiring renown ; fanaticism, pointing to heaven
as a conqueror’s reward, utters a feeble sound unechbed in - the
regions it formerly startled from torpor ; the deluge of Mahome-
danism having at length suhsided from the ark of Christianity, the
dove-has gone forth to show every nation that the olive. branch of)
peace now tranquilly and trinmphantly waves over this globe to

jiadd a pure nnd ‘moral lnvelmess to those ﬁelds ot' nature desngned

{ithen fall,” without leaving traits of" mﬁuence on every land once

|ied, and yet:which is sens:bly felt.
R oﬂ‘, and the reatramts thnt tmo-ed
Lol colour, nnd du'ec dtht. ‘energies, of the populuuo

fabled calc, ,may De: destrucllve aml must ‘be. severe. e
and precisg power’ remam more. mutters, of speculntnon tlmn ol' Gyt

e EASIly settle again, or,‘once shal\en, muy like the: pendulum,

«.|{under regulatedlaws, continae-vibration.
[ily after the Arabian empire depasted, manl\lnd commenced those

Srmllnr m «rnndcul , it wns sxmll'lr in fate 5 lt”}l'td rsen
more rapldly, ‘its ruin was as lmsly, ‘not’ more complete. Itleft.

{ithe generations living directly after them, have ezpenenced bene-

‘as'the: dwellmw—place of man 1+ >

Our remaining consideration is the influence ol'the Arabmn em-|f
pire on the world. - That it must-have operated powerl‘nlly “few
will deny ; for a mighty dominion could not have” been raised and ||g

stamped hy the powerful ensrgns of its: trnnsnent anthomy

£ What dcep wounds ever, cloml wmmut a scur ?’

i

Sull we must not hope to ﬁnd evndences of du'ect eﬂ"eets vcry
perspncuously dlspluyed in hrstory The fnll of an emptre chreﬂy _
operates on the mind wnth a force wluch can scnrcel) be caleulat- ||
When althraldom is ‘shaken

the: sennments wuh

direction, nxe suddenly Hogened; .t e re-.xenon, i

ceatamty 5 the ethbnum of thet rnmd‘; onge -rdlsturbed mny

We know:that, short—

stndes which since have, incessartly been tnlnen, Tonding” onwurd
to ends'ns yet dimly developed, opening constantly fresh-hopes of
advancement, and expanding the .horizon which recedes from |{>
our approach, and.tempts us by its resplendent brilliancy. still
f'urther in the search. But we eunnot posntwely determine . the,
value of the'impulse afforded by, lhe stirring events we have con-
sxdered—-the crash of thrones, the.destined fall of: dynastres—we
can merely, admlt them mto the catnlome oﬁcnusos, und aclmow-

sword and the spem :ustmv on the walls tha natlonul ph.nlnnx dis:
appeanno- altnrrether ; the poatenty of héroes ueekmu the- glonee
ol'penr'e, and. adornmg by mental: triumphs, the br|«rht land ol'then'
natwuy, consecraunf' every effort to mentnl lmprovement and
epf-culdunn with sublimated affections, yet not resisting the force
of those patriotic emotions which barned in the bosoms of their
fathers, we can recognise the effect of some great causes, with-
out distinguishing with exactitude their natare, or the force of
each ; we see knowledge increase, and refinement influence the
heart, and we marvel whence they came. DBut when, as in the
case of the Arabian empire, we kunow that there was a degree of
learning, a latent moral influence, which could not be. eatirely
lost, we can appreciate the operation in subsequent. eventrs', and
trace it in future changes.  We know that we owe to ‘the ‘Arabs
the use of the numerical character, the manufuctire of " paper,
of cotton, and perhups of gunposwder ;- we know that'we are in-
Idebted to them for:much of that spirit of scientific and experimen-
tal inquiry which for a time way abjsed indeed by the alchymists,
but which afterwards was visible in the pursuits of Lavoisier and
‘Black. In mechanics too, and in- medicine, we' experience the
advuntage of Arabian researches ; and - still more have we folt
that advanlage in earlier and less' coltivated times. In some
things, howerver, the immediate contemporaries of the Arabs, or

.
1

fits wlnch we shonld not have enjoyed, had thay not handed down
to us a tradition of their knowledge. Our ucquaintance with the
sublime truths of astrononty would, for instance, have ‘heen as
deep, had Eastern philosophers never turned -their eyes to the
realms-of illimitable space, gazed enraptured on‘the canopy above,
and watched with' enraptured and admiring minds the- harmonious
movements of the countloss worlds that ‘career ‘along in unrivalled
beanty, adorning the firmament they people ¢ The -moment,’’
says Sir John Herschel, ‘¢ astronomy becnme a*branch of me-
chanies, u- science essentmlly expenmentnl (thnt is to. aay, .ahe
in which any. pnnerple laid down can’be subjected to -immediate
and decisive trinl,;and where experience does not requlre 10’ be||l
waited for, ). its progress snddenly acquired a tenfnld nccelemtlon,

with trath,
earliest ages annibilated 4Iehvmg only those- made m»»Greenwrch

pnrt:cnlur "

remam hstless, wnthout nny eﬁ’o:t to mcrense the vulue of
gossessnon and i in others we hnve, it must be l‘enred degenernt- o
ed. *Heraldry may’ have béen e\pnnded in‘ita” uses, . but, it. can,,
eearce]y be considered ‘improved ; ard when we regnrd the gor-
geous’ rellcs of the olden tinig,the arclutecturul adornmen(s of; the,

mous combmutron ol'thelr omaments, the boldness of their de'sngnH
el .

nobler deeds stiall not. pensh. Arablu,

quishers of the world shall be remembered long efter ‘their:tem

drawing it down and dlsplaymg her, fine taeth. -
hair wns pnssed a s:lver arrow, cenﬁmnn hqr veal U
her head wluch wus ‘thrown baclt neghgently ovet h '

nay, 10 sucha degreo, that, it has been asserted, and we bellev-e 1ang
that Were the.results of all ‘the - observations from tlre

ast when wo contemplnte the dehcnte ﬁ'etuorlc, nud the inge~,

lands may possess uttractnons dmved !‘lom' noble 'exextlona of
art; yet that ¢ our country xs'cuvered with

Nod

cham, tlmt conveysnmystenous emotron to the Very R e,
touches ‘the nerves and the springs.ofaction ; it hns awakeéned the
populmmns to an ennohlmrr and snll-xmplovmn approcmuon of
their destinies and hopes ; it has .penetrated the most humblo
ranks, from which of times since the greatest of ou, intellevtual--
nobility have'sprung. So long as the spirit shll live which is.not
content with first impressions or casual observations, which dives
into the recesses of nature for accumulating evidences of-a trr'cnt‘:’ :
first cause, which traverses the. regions'-ol space, and . dlomﬁes
carth by making it the receptacla of knowledge, shall the -empirg. .
and the men whonce so.much of that spirit was derived live. in- the
memory, and be cherlshed there. Ay, and when.the recollection ‘
of Arabian conquests. has depurted, the- remcmbrunce; of;. thelr '
deqert, shiall. be venerats -
ed as the birthplace of wisdom ‘and once the shrine iof the: wise,
though desolate, it:shall not be. desplsad And: Afabian power,

a name, shall yet be revered, because usad 1o oxalt the sentiments; -
and to advance the interests of every -tribe of man, . The va

poral ambition is forgotten, from a just admlmtlun of their mentd
triumphs, and of the impulse.they imparted 10 its people.

Aras BEAUTY.—Among them was one of the most beautiful
girls 1 ever saw, apparently aboat twenty years of. age. 'She

wirs of a dark compléxion, with eyes. black as jet; the inside, of

her cyelids was blackened with koble, her teeth were whito us
ivory, and her Jong hulr fell down her neck and over. her shoul-
ders behind long enough for herto sit down upon. She had large
silver ear-rings, and a silver ring throuph her, underhp, gently -
- Through’| her "

Observatory durmg the singlé life-time: of Maskelyne, - “the: wholo

of this most perfect of scleneee mrght, from thosevdata,_ dn ‘as to




