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DEATH’S THREE MESSENGERS.

BY ROBERT FERGUSON.

Before a fair and newly-built abode,

Azrael, dreaded minister of death,

Paused in his round, and sent a messenger,
Trusty and strong, to bring the inmate forth.

The house was filled with costly furniture,
And rich in treasures of collected lore ;

Sweet pictures of past scenes adorned its walls,
And cherished portraits of beloved friends.

With ruthless hand, Delirium does his work
All those fair things, too sacred for the sigh't,
Seizes and flings promiscuous forth,—yet still
Lingers the soul in its dismantled home.

With that he sends a stronger messenger—
Convulsion fierce—that shakes the frail abode,
Till quivers every joint ; yet the scared soul
Clings but the tighter to its tottering house.

At last he tries a messenger of peace,

—A gentle dream, that in an angel’s voice
Tells of a fairer mansion in the skies—

Lo ! they come forth together hand in hand.
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hly Review.

sn'l‘cnxs or CanapiaN Lirg, Loy axp Eccresias-

TICAL ; JLLUSTRATIVE OF CANADA AND THE |

Canapiay Cuurca. By a Presbyter of the
Diocese of Toronto. London: Bogue. 1849.

Our readers will remember that, a short time since,
Ve transferred to our columns a review of this work
_f"_’m the London Spectator. A publication, embodying
10 a manner perfectly frank, candid, and undisguised,

principles of the steadfast Tory and the consistent
urchman, could hardly have received a favourable
DNotice in that quarter, unless its literary merit had
0t been manifestly above mediocrity. Our readers
Deed not he reminded that the review to which we al-
l?de was extremely favourable, considering the source
which it emanated; and, as we admire the
SPectator’ s literary ability, as much as we dissent from
18 principles, we looked upon the commendation which
lt;A‘b"slowed as fixing, at least, the literary merit of the
ok, The book itself, we are happy to say, has now
4ched us, and our prepossessions in its favor have cer-
tain Y not been disturbed by an examination of its con-
®Dts, The author has put on paper some sound advice,
enunciated wholesome truth, in a style of more
ﬂ?}“ ordinary attractiveness. He has judiciously
m‘Pngd the grave and the gay; and whilst he has
Urished material for serious thinkers, he has inter-
Serse enough of what is lively and amusing to allure
°’!; ers of a different disposition. We have met with
works evincing a greater versatility of mind ; and

Ve have only to express a hope that the possession of
WS faculty will not prove a temptation to the author
M.clny him beyond the allowable relaxations of pro-
®Sional restraint, should he exert on a future occa-

: 8on the various talent which we hope he has not ex-
'%ﬂted on the agreeable work before us.

We must
t be understood as objecting to any of the humour-
0“.' scenes, of which there are geveral, in the book ;
tiough the description of the * Bee,” characteristic
it is, seems to us to be somewhat exuberant, at

t beside matter of a graver cast. It is highly en-
ining, however, contains some clever sketches of
Sharacter, and affords what will be considered, by
“bglish readers-particularly, a very amusing account
one of the busiest scenes in the life of the Canadian

" :Phe little work before us, in regard to the opinions
Mch jt expresses, and the information which it com-
Municates without any show or parade, will not be re-
sl_l:ded as destitute of authority, because it has been
Written by a Clergyman. Itis true the humble and
d-worked Missionary of Canada, may very possibly

*€ deficient in financial penetration or statesman-
l:ke conceptions. He may resign these qualifica-
1905 to others ; ‘though whilst he is careful wot to
Ander beyond his line of duty, he may sometimes feel,
the people of this Colony have been too often made
0 feel, that this would be a more thriving country than
l-‘ 18, if financiers and statesmen were not too frequently
n fault, and that, about very simple things and with-
U much excuse. But the Clergyman is assuredly
£ deviating from the functions of his sacred office,
d attempting a thing for which he is, by station,
i"llmliﬁed, when he offers to the intending Emigrant
Word or two of friendly advice. IHis counsel is gen-
¥ worth something, for no man has better oppor-
t““"“'Iea than he has, of becoming thoroughly acquaint-

U with the wants and difficulties which present them-

Th €3 to the Emigrant upon his arrival in the Colony.
i e Clergyman's sphere, though too extensive alas!
l“.:'-flelf‘, is doubtless narrower than that which has
¢ atises on emigration; but his observation has been
H“'e and reiterated, and is likely therefore to be exact.
18 knowledge has been gleaned by going from house
Y house; pot merely by scanning the surface of so-

ty, which is all, for the wost part, that the casual

"aveller can see, but by taking the interest which his |

Ce both justifies and requires, in the bright or the
%my incidents of the household hearth, and by
ing with the fullness and freedom which the con-
denc(, of his people accords to his station,what course
Prudent management has raised this family to wealth

appiness, or what unhappy mistake—committed

i Me very outset perhaps—-has involved that family
Isaster and need.

The author of * Sketches of Canadian Life,” in

mducting his hero, Harry Vernen, through the mys-

1€ of *“ Life in the Bush,” into which the young

theg ant, immediately upon his arrival in Canada,

ws h

f

about to enter an unexplored Paradise, describes | lin
Xy faithfully the experience of persons similarly an

ﬁx:i.ted’ and more particularly the mistakes which in
2 _hnste and excitement they are too likely to
Wit, The roughness of the backwoods is some-
'M:' smoothed down by the pleasantry with which
* Vernon's various adventures are told; but we
h‘"‘dly imagine many to go worse prepared, as to
Wledge at least, for acting the pioneer, than our

a , 5 2
t;:::"" 8 hero, if we may judge from the following spe-

o of his innocence :—

lhe(f‘s they drew nearer to the shore they perceived that

tiop “Wellings were of the rudest and most homely descrip-

“le'y' In several cases they were mere huts, or ¢ shanties,” as

dimea‘re called, while in others the log houses were of large

all
% «+em seemed in an unfinished state. ¥

e hat are those numberless black things standing about

Wh, €arings > agked Harry, *“1 have been trying to find out
G can be, but cannot succeed at this distance.”

they, i in some surprise at Harry’s ignorance ; ¢ when

o’ "urnt the brush and tops of the trees, the fire took the

Ing, bﬁ:d dead leaves, and such like, and ran over the clear-

Seorg tiing up all the rubbish lying on the ground and
lnakch“tlﬁe the bark of the stumps as it went by, and that
m look so black like.

The following sketch of the Canadian autumn is

h.:n with genuine poetical spirit. There are several
Whiq5C® of great power and beauty in the work, from

tioy, ::e select this, without any particular delibera-

i
‘MR’: Season was far advanced. The autumn had come ;
bag r" the length and breadth of the boundless woods she
Whie ce ad that gorgeous robe of a thousand varied dyes
Y Olstitutes the peculiar glory of the Canadian * ¢ fall.”
de:: the beaufies of that season been made the sub-

of d .
Tiption ; but what pen can convey to the minds

Dsions, though some of them were not yet roofed, and |

v
lme.,::hy, bless you, sir, them’s the stumps,” replied the |

| such a production would be regarded as an outrage upon |

|

|

|
imself with all the ardour and expectation of |

N passed over by those who usually write formal | with them would go reverently

of those who have never looked upon them a correct idea of
the gorgeousness of the autumnal tints ! They have been
likened to all lovely things. To the sun, who, after his
race of strength and radiance, dies his daily death among
the rich and rainbow hues of t}le evening sky ; to the
dying dolphin, who in the agonies of the last struggle,
clothes itself with colours of indescribable splendour ;
to the fair young vietim of consumption, who, after glad-
dening all hearts with her life and beauty, sinks down to
her last long rest with a brighter eye; anda puarer brow, and
a more glowing cheek, and a sweeter, though sadder smile,
than she wore in the day of health and happiness. These
are poetical and not inapt illustrations of that wonderful
change which the breath of the coming, though still distant,
winter impresses upon the leaves of the forest ; but about the
one there is too much of glare and splendour, about the other
too much of pain and sorrow, fitly to image the rich and
beautiful forms which Decay assumes when he enthrones
himself in the sanctuary of the autumn woods. Beautiful
are these woods, when in the first warm bright days of the
spring time the leaves burst forth, and after the long, cold
winter, refresh the eye and gladden the spirit with their
blessed livery of bright and delicate green. Beautiful, too,
are they, when in their dark and rich luxuriance they
cast their shadow over the sultry hours of the summer.—
But, oh! how much more beautiful the varied, peace-
ful, holy beauty of their latter days. Harry gazed with

enthusiasmn upon the scene by which he found himself |
surronnded, and as he endeavoured to convey some idea of it |
to his friends in England, he longed for such a measure of |

the painter’s power as would enable him to transfer it to
canvass, although he felt that were he capable of doing so,

Nature. Often did he ascend a rising ground which enabled
him in some degree to overlook the tops of the trees which
grew in a little valley beneath, and thought that this young
and favoured land of the West was like the youngest and
best-beloved son of the Patriarch of Old, being, like hi
distinguished from his elder brethren by a * coat of man
colours.” A few more days elapsed,—a few more col({,
clear, starry months passed over,—and then the sky drew
dark and gloomy, and the winds arose and sounded through
the forest, tossing about the branches of the trees, which
sighed and moaned and shrieked as if in lamentation at be-
ing despoiled of their gay but fading foliage, which now fell
shower after shower to the already leaf-laden earth. When
Harry again looked over the valley he could see nothing
but the solemn grey of the leafless branches, which on the
summit of the opposite bank rose clear and well-defined
against the dull cold autumn sky, except, perhaps, that here
and there he found an emblem of faithfulness in the withered
leaves of the oak and beech, which clung to the branches
that had given them birth with a tenacity surviving death.
Then came rain, and flurries of snow, the cold bleak days,
and stormy nights, and Harry thought the winter had fairly
set in, but soon a change became apparent. The cold had
ceased, the dark clouds had disappeared, the sun rose and set
like a ball of fire. its orb being clear and distinct to the eye
as when viewed through a darkened glass, the whole at-
mostphere was pervaded by a peculiar though pleasing
haze, and the air was balmy and delightful.
month of November, after having relingunished all hope of
anything but winter weather, Harry suddenly found hirself

_rejoicing in that most beautiful, though most uncertain sea-

son, “ the Indian summer,”’

In the work before us, the sad effects arising, in
remote localities, from the want of the ministrations
of the Church, are specially and very properly pointed
out. The emigrant is reminded that, in his plans of
settlement and in his choice of a residence, religious
instruction should not be overlooked, but, on the con-
trary, should be treated and considered beforehand
as a matter of primary importance. Harry Vernon,
before he assumes Holy Orders, is struck with grief
at witnessing the demoralization spreading in his
neighbourhood in comsequence of the cessation of
public worship. We have not sufficient room to ex-
tract from his conversation on this melancholy subject
with a worthy friend, but must pass on to another
part of the work, where we meet with the following
affecting sketch, showing how the ministrations of the
Church are valued where they are enjoyed, and sig-
nally blessed where they have been faithfully im-
proved :—

“ MPFarlane (which was the name of the invalid whom
Vernon was called to visit) was a Scottish Churchman, of
great intelligence of mind, and great consistency of Christian
character. Like many members of that heretofore oppres-
sed and persecuted branch of the Catholic Church, he was
thoroughly versed in the reasons of his attachment to her
and all the temptations to schism to which he and his house-
hold were in no ordinary degree exposed, were altogether
ineffectual to move them from the steadfastness of their prin-
ciples. In the township in which he resided there was very
seldom any of the ministrations of the Church, except such
occasional services as could be rendered by Mr. Broughton,
whose parish bounded it on the one side; or by Vernon,
whose mission joined it on the other. The farm on which
M, Farlane lived was about fifteen miles from the nearest of
Mr. Broughton’s churches, and perhaps sixteen or seventeen
from those of Vernon, Around him, on all sides, were the
meeting-houses, or, at all events, houses where meetings
were held by numerous Dissenting denominations; for the
population of the township, being of a very mixed character,
false doctrine, heresy, and schism were rife within its bounds.
Whenever the roads and the weather would permit, M’Far-
lane would put his horses to the waggon, and putting as
many of his large family into it as it could contain, would
betake himself to one or other of the churches, according as
the hours of service afforded him the time requisite to travel
the distance above named. When the season or the roads
prevented his doing this, he used to assemble his farnily, and
through the appointed ser-
vice for the day. He seldom interfered with the religious
views or practices of others, and, indeed, he knew _little of
them, for he never entered their places of worship, nor
would allow his family to do so.

“ Such a course of conduct, as may easily be supposed,
drew upon him a good deal of attention on the part of those

| who consider it the height of Christian charity and liberality

to profess no distinctive opinions, and who are ready to go
anywhere to *“ hear the word of God preached,”

“ That he was a most worthy man, who paid much at-
tention to what he regarded as his religious duties, no one
could deny ; but this fact only rendered his conduet more
inexplicable to them. Much was said of his bigotry, his
benighted state, and so forth, but then it was a fact well
known to the settlement that his integrity was spotless—
that his word was always to be unhesitatingly relied upon
—that his house was consecrated by daily prayer—and that
no one was more ready to do a kindness to a neighbour, if
in any perplexity or trouble.

“ Such was, in brief, the character of the man who was
now laid upon a bed of sickness, and who sought fror: the
hands and from the lips of the Church’s minister the blessed
consolations of the faith.

“The twilight was passing into darkness ere the sixteen
miles were passed that intervened between Vernon’s dwel-
and his destination.  On his arrival he was warmly
gratefully welcomed by the family, and found, upon in-
uiry, that t¥xough the old man had been suffering a good

eal he was now much easier, and was in perfect ession
of all his faculties. It was a rude and homely log-house,
but everything within was neat and serupulously clean.
An air of anxiety was visible on every face, for serious ap-
prehensions were beginning to be entertained lest he whom
a marrried daughter spoke of as*the head of the house,’
should be taken from them. The aged wife of the sick man
was evidently bowed down in spirit under the prospect of
the trial that appeared about to fall upon her ; and when
Vernon was shown into the room of the sufferer, he found
him the most composed and cheerful of the whole party,

“‘I’m vera glad to see ye, Maister Vernon,” saig' the

, old man, speaking in his strong Scottish dialect, and shaking

our hero’s  hand warmly—* 1 tak’ it vera kind o’ ye to come
sic a lang gate to see a puir auld man like me; but I ken'd
ye wad come if ye were able, and I wad be real glad to par-
take in the holy Sacrament once mair, afore 1 gang the way
of a’ flesh.”?

A fI am very glad you sent for me,” replied Vernon; ¢ and
it wx!l be a great pleasure tomeif I can afford you any
coml,(,)gt under the trial which God has seen fit to lay upon

ou.

“ “I'm vera thankfu’ to you sir,” answered M’Farlane.
¢ The callant 'that cam for ye wad tell ye that 1 had sent
owre for Maister Broughton, for I ken that if we i’ this
township belang to onybody, it’s to him; but he wasna at
home, and he’ll no be back till the night, and this morning I
didna think that 1°d be living noo.”

“¢Your messenger told me that you had sent for him,
{ind as he can’t be sure }hat you would send for me, I think
it very likely that he will be here at an early hour to-mor-
row. You seem much better now, and as there is no im-
mediate danger, I think that, in every respect, it will be
better to wait till the morning, and see whether he comes or
not, before administering the Holy Communion.”

“¢ Just as you please, sir,” said M’Farlane. I'm vera
much easier noo, thank God ; and if I hae a guiet night Il
maybe be fitter for’t in the mornin’.”

““ A long convesration fcllowed, of the most pleasing
character, but which, of course, it is unnecessary to detail

m, |

Thus, in the |

and great attention to his various duties, social and 'rehgious,
his mind was filled with deep humility, and sustained by a

i at length. Notwithstanding his moral and blameless lile,
! unwavering faith in the blood and merits of

quiet, simple,
the Redeemer- 5

« 1] was brotight ap i the fear o* God, sir,” sdid he ;
“ and I’ve tried to serve Him frae the time I was a bairn ;
and though by His grace I’ve been kept frae open sin in
the sight 0’ men, yet ma ain heart condemns me ; and when
I think o’ ma short-comins, I’'m whiles feared o’ what’s
afore me. But still I ken in whom I have believed, an’ I'm
persuaded that He is able to keep ma soul which I have com-
mitted to Him, against that awfu’ day when we shall a’ hae
to stand afore Him, to answer for the things done in the
bodvy.”

« He afterwards spoke of his family, and the many temp-
tations to neglect their religious duties to which they were
exposed. :
s+ Pye tried hard, sir,” he said, “ baith by precept and as
far as I could, by setting them a gude example, to bring
them up to obey God and His Church ; and I trust that after
ma departure, if it be the Lord’s will to tak me awa at this
time, that they’ll walk in the way their forebears have
walked before them for mony generations.”

¢ You have every reason to trustin the faithfulness of
the Divine promise,” replied Vernon. ‘ Having trained up
Kou: ¢hildren in the way they should go, you may humbly

ope that when they are old they will not depart from it.
§till,? he added, ¢ situated as your young people are, far from
| the ordinances of the Church, there is great danger of their
| being led, first to attend, and finally to join, some of the
| numberless schismatical bodies by which they are surroun-

99

“¢None o* them has ever yet attended the meetin%f
| are held a’round us j and as long as I’m maister o’ the house,
| I couldna allow it,—for if I was to let them do wrang, how
| could I account to God, now that I'm goun into His awfu’
presence, for neglecting to use the authority over them which
He has given me for their guide 77 .
¢ ¢] wish your views of the respensibility and authority

| of parents were more general,” answered Vernon. * That
| filial disobedience, which is a crying sin in this country,

| arises as much from parents neglecting to teach their chil-

| dren to obey them, in their early days, as from any other
cause. I trust, however, that your family are restrained

that

LR | ho(f and believe so,” said M’Farlane ; “ at ony rate,
'as regards the sin of countenancing separation frae the
Church. They’re well grunded in the reasons o their faith

| for I never could see onything in the Bible but Episcopacy,
| as far as the government of the Church is concerned ; besi-
| des, schism gangs sic lengths here that it warks its ain cure.
| There’s aboot us here three or four kinds o> Methodists, and
| three or four kinds o’ Presbyterians, and four or five kinds o,
| Baptists and Unitarians, who profanely ca’ themselves
Christians, an’ I ken na haw mony mair. They’re aye
splittin® up into different societies, and tearing ither to pieces.
Noo, I’ve been always showing ma young folk frae Holy

Scripture, that the Church o’ Christ is one, and that it’s just |
clean impossible that their bit sects that spring up the day |

and split up the morn, can belong to the one Church o’ Christ,
which He Himsel’ planted eighteen hundred years ago, and
| which is to continue even unto the end’ o’ the warld.”

| ¢ These truths appear so evident, both from Seripture
| and common sense,” replied Harry, ¢ that the only wonder
| is that men can deny them.”

| %< Itis just a mystery to me,” returned the old man ; “if
| there’s one thing in Holy Seripture that’s clear to the plain-
| estbody that reads it, it’s the unity o’ the Church. There’s
| some differences, nae doubt, in the opinions o’ some o’ the
! folks belanging to it; but far a’ that, her ministry, her
| creeds, her sacraments, and her prayers, are a’ one and the
| sawe, wherever they’re to be found.”

“ The conversation on these and kindred topics continued
| for some time, until the invalid began to show signs of weari-
| ness and exhaustion. Vernon then read to him some of the

most devotional and suitable passages of Holy Seripture,
| pausing now and then to dwell upon some portions of peculiar
uty or fitness to the sick man’s case.

« Noo sir, if ye please,” said M’Farlane, on Vernon’s
making a longer pause than usual,—let us have the Even-
ing Prayer. O, sir, I love the Evening Prayer.”

% Certainly,” replied Vernon ; “ but would you not pre-
fer uniting in the Office for the Visitation of the Sick 2>

“1’d like to hae them baith, sir,” answered the sick
man; “but as Pm getting verra weak, it’ll maybe be
better to hae the Visitation Office ; but,” he added, * I’d be
thankfu’ if you’d read some o’ the collecs, sir; I love the
collecs of the Evening Prayer.”,

The household were accordingly assembled, and after
having reverently joined in the devotions which were offered
by his bedside, the old man sunk into a peaceful sleep ; and
nﬁ, save one who watched beside himn, betook themselves
to the adjoining apartment. : ;

During the remainder of the evening, Vernon listened
with much interest to many details connected with thes
Scottish Episcopal Church with which the family were
able to furnish him. They spoke with the greatest reve=
rence of many of the bishops and pastors, especially of
Bishop Jolly, whom they had long known.

“ His time,” said a son-in-law of old MecFarlane, “ was
Sﬁent either in study or prayer. He went regularly to the
church, morning and evening, and sEem a gude while in
E‘I)zyer; and when in his own house, he was mostly at his

ks, or on his knees. He was an auld man, and had
Little duty to do, and this was just the way he passed his

ayS"’

“ Hech, sirs, if ye’d only hae seen him in his robes inside
the communion rails,” said old Mrs. McFarlane, © ye wad
na hae forgotten him for a while. He was vera tall, and
sae thin that he looked as if he’d got nae flesh upon his
bones ; his head was quite bald, and the skin o’ his head
was sae white that ye could scarce see the fringe of snaw-
white hair that cam round the back o’ his head to the tem-
ples; his eye was clear, and his thin lips were bright red ;
and [’m sure whan | used to see him reading the Commu-
nion Service, I used to think he was na’ human.”

“ And his death was vera wonderfu’,” said one of the
daughters, an expression of awe coming over her face.

_“Deed, ye may say that,” replied the old woman: “ he
lived alone, and nachody except a young man he was pre=
paring for the ministry cam’ near him. One night he went
to his bed as weel as' he ‘war in ordinar, and took some
gude hook that he was readin’ wi’ him ; he locked the door,
which was his way, and when the young man cam’ next
mornin’ the door was still shut, and naething to be heard.
The door was forced, and there lay the gude bishop dead
and cauld ; he was lying on his back as straight as if he I

been laid out; his book was: closed by his side, his hands |
were crossed upon his breast, and a white napkin Was
drawn ower his face. Noo, sir,” added Mrs. M‘Farlane,
“it wasna in human nature to do sic a thing as that, and
| it ’s hard to believe ought else but that the angels laid him
i out.” These and many other minute details, told with
| a simplicity, and at the same time with an earnestness, that
| showed how deep a hold they had upon the memory and
affections of the several speakers, caused the time to pass
swiftly ; and at rather a late hour Vernon retired to rest.
When alone, he reflected on what he had that evening wit-
nessed, and felt that he was indeed beneath the rooftree of
a family, among whom the fear of God was a powerful and
ruling principle. There was a quiet staidness and a due
subordination and regulation about the whole household
that struck him much, though it would have been most
difficult to describe, and the“%eclaration of Holy Scripture
came strongly to his mind, that God has chosen the poor in
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom of heaven.

At a very early hour next mom:-lcls, Mr. Broughton, ac-
cording to Vernon’s anticipation, rode up to the door. He
had arrived at home late on the preceding evening, and on
learning that M‘Farlane was very ill, he rose as soon as it
was ‘hght! and rode fast, fearing he would be too late,
The invalid, who still continued easy, was much gratified
by his arrival, and shortly after preparations were made for
the administration of the Holy Communion. While they
were going forward, Vernon and his friend walked out
alone; and the former expressed the gratification he had
experienced from his visit.

* He is, indeed, a most excellent old man,” said Brough-
ton, “andI am so glad you were able to come and see him.
When 1 arrived at home last night and heard of his illness,
my regret for jt was much increased by the fear ofhis dying
without his seeing a clergyman,—a circumstance which he
would regard as a very great trial.”

On their return to the house, they found every thing in
order. The whele family had made some change in their
dress, and looked clean and tidy, and each member of it
was present.  On entering the sick man’s room, every pre-
paration was made for the decent administration of the holy
rite. It was a homely apartment. Three sides were formed
by the rough logs of which the house was built, while the
other consisted of the board partition which divided it from
the common room which answered the purpose of kitchen
and sitting-room together.

The rays of the morning sun were streaming brightly
through & window that looked towards the east. In the
middle of the room stood a table covered with a fair linen
cloth, on which the elements were placed. Across one end
stood the bed of the invalid, his white head propped up by
plllpws‘ and his hand grasped in' that of his aged and
afflicted wife. Round the room, the family, who were all
grown ug, and who were ei%ht or nine in number, had
1anged themselves with noiseless reverence—their prayer-
books open at the Communion office, and ready, wi& heart
and voice, 10 join in the saered ordinance.

The service commenced ; and Broughton’s impressive
tones added to the solemnity of the scene. Sobn, however,

the voices of t} assembled household rose, as the voice of
one man, in te_deep and reverént response ; or, if one
tone could be dtinguished from the others, it was owing to
the greater fevency of the sick man’s petitions. The
priests havingreceived, the sacred elements were distri-
buted to the oter communicants in order: not olie among
that well traird household held back. The left hand of
each was , and across it was laid the right hand,
‘“in > the paly of which they received the consecrated
bread, and revrently bent the head over it to consume it.
Last off all themfferer partook of the blessed memorials of
his Redeemer’sdying love—the succeeding prayers were
said—the hymof praise and thanksgiving was offered with
united voice—ne blessing was solemnly pronounced, and
the holy rite ws over: 2 3

Vernon hadseldom been so impressed. He had sapposed
the age when gich scenes were beheld had long since passed
awaﬁv, and tht ere it would return long years of labour,
teaching, and glf-denial must necessarily elapse. He little |
thought to ﬁmfhe realization of what he sometimes thought
might, perhap, be hereafter, if God’s servants were
faithful to the tause of truth, in a neglected township of
Upper Canada and he thanked God from his heart for
affording him fo striking and encouraging an example of
what is meag sy the “ communion of saints.”

About the middle of the day Vernon was obliged to bid
the aged patriarch farewell. He saw his face no more ; but
he had ‘abundant testimony to show that “his end was
peace.”*

Theauthor, we presume, is not to be held respon-
sible fu the curious heading,  Schismatic Sectaries,”
which graces one of the pages of his book. The
almos faultless accuracy of his style forbids the suppo-
sition hat he could have been betrayed into so singular
a specinen of tautology ; whilst the orthodoxy of his
views iszqually fatal to the idea that he supposes there
are some * Sectaries” who are not * Schismatic '’ —
those, forexample, whose offence an age, say of fifty
years, has:ancelled. As the author, we suppose, was
in Canada during the progress of his work through
the press,the credit of this unique embellishment
must be gien, we apprehend, to the fertile genius of
the printer who, at the particular moment of con-
ceiving the heading, happened to be, perhaps, in a
peculiarly arnest and emphatic nfbod.
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A TlisToryor Tae Prorestant Eriscoran Cnurce
v Amirica. By Samuen, Lorp Bisnor or Ox-
rorp. New York: Stauford & Swords, 137
Broadray. 1849.

"T'his is areat reprint of a work which, we doubt not

going' work is rigidly true.

is familiar t( most of our readers, having been already

reviewed anl frequently quoted from in the Church.

To the few vho may be unacquainted with the Bishop's

| history, we nay siniply observe that along with ad- |

| mitted accuncy of detail, it combines a flowing graphic

| style, frequeitly rising into eloquence, which renders
it as interestng as any work of fiction.

The Rev. Svan M. Johnson, the able and excellent
| Rector of St.Michael's Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., is the
editor of the volume under notice :—and in his brief
preface gives the following decided testimony to its
merits.

«This cannet be called a Complete History of the Church
in this countiy ; but it approaches nearer to it than any
other work bebre published. The character of the various
Bishops who lave, after having ruled over their respective
Dioceses, ¢ gonz to their rests,” is admixabl?' drawn out, and

rhaps with more impartiality than would have been doue
g; a clergyman of our own Church. Members of the Church
in this country ought to feel under great obligation to the dis- |
tinguished Prelate, who amidst so many cares and avocations |
has found time to compile this valuable work.” l

It is much to be regretted that Mr. Johnson has !

made no additions to the text of his aatbor, for we
should be inclined to think that few were so well quali-

fied to sunnly whathad been omitted by the Riglte
neverend historian.  The vuly thing which the editor |

has contributed to the volume is, an appendix, con-
sisting mainly of a sermon preached by him in Brook-
Iyn, last year, on “ the Communion of Saints.”  This
discourse (which is able and remarkably “honest,) is
de fucto an emphatic protest against the silence which |
the American Church—as a Church—has preserved in
reference to slavery. Mr. Johnson declares that he
‘“is not a member of any colonization, or Anti-slavery
or Abolition Society whatever,” fully believing * all
these would be unnecessary if the Catholic Church
would do as she ought.”

After drawing a concentrated but vivid picture of
the abominations of republican bondage, the warm-
hearted advocate of a sorely trampled-on portion of
the Bopy or Curist, thus proceds :—

“In view of all this, let us look at the practical operation
of what are called efforts to extend the Church in this quar-
ter, among these people. Bishopsand clergy have not been
found in any great number, who defend this system. Many
are the number of those who are doing what they can to
nstruct these op] homan beings. Some of our
Bishops have framed catechisms, to be taught them orally.
Many of our clergy labour among these people, by teaching
them 1o repeat their catechisms, to join memoriter in parts of
lhe_Church service, and they read and explain to them the
Seriptures.  According to their reports, they socceed fre-
quently in adding members of such to the communion of the
Chureh, apd we hope to the Communion of Saints.  They
tell them, that it is the duty of every truly penitent sinner to
be baptized with water and the Spirit, and to give his chils
dren to God, that in Holy Baptisni they may receive the
£ift of the Holy Ghost, an be grafted into the body of Christ.

I'hose who are fit to be confirmed, he presents to the Bishop
for confirmation.  Such young persons as come to him de-
siring 1o be united in holy matrimony, he marries. Those
that give evidence that ¢ Chylst is n them,” and who lead
boly and godly lives, he admits to partake of the ever bles-
sed Sacramen' of His Body and Blood.

“ Trace now the progress of asinzle individual through
ﬂ}ls training of the Church, Ininfancy, he is baplized 8
his parents or sponsors were made to promise that he shall
be taught the Creed, the Lord’s Pra\))rer and the Ten Com-
mandments ; that he shall, at a suitable age, be brought to
the Bishop to be confirmed by him. When he comes to
confirmation, the Bishop says; “ Defend this thy servant
with thy Holy Spirit more and more, until he come to thine
everlasting kingdom.> He comes to his Pastor to be united
in Holy Matrimony, and he is made to promise to live with
his partuer till detth do them part. Task, how can a minis-
ter of the Church require these promises of his Christian
brethren, when he knows that the children do not belong to
the parent, nor wives to their husbands, and that at the will
of the master, or in consequence of his embarrassment, or
debt, these ties may at once be rent asunder ; the father sold
to one, the mother to another, the children to others, and all
pechaps to Texas or other , where they can never
enjoy the small Christian privileges which they have had ?

“ How _ discouraging this to a minister, if he have a real
and firm belief in this doctrine of Communion of Saints.—
‘What a damper must this thought, that all these exhortations
n?y have been made or given for nought, cast over all his
efforts.

What then is to be done when such a state of things exists
in the Catholic Church? We apprehend the mission of these
Prelates and these Clergy is first of all to the whites ; to those
who wield the power of making and altering the laws.—
The excuse, usually made by the Clergy to Justify those

ractices which seem to be, and really are, inconsistent with
the divine precept of ¢ doing unto others as we would wish
they “’Ol}ld o unto us,” is that they must submit to the civil
Jaw. Granted—but who makes the law? Do not the
members of the Catholic Church constitute a large propor-
tion of law makers ? The Clergy should constantly, united-
ly, and perseveringly, insist upon the repeal of every law,
which mposes a burden on their Christian slave brethren,
that they would not willingly submit to, if they were slaves
themselves.

“The painful question now comes up, how has this duty in
our whole cotntry been discharged? Where have been the
Prelates, where the Clergy, of either branch of the Church
that have had the Christian fortitude and boldness, fearlessly
to preach the doctrine of Communion of Saints, and insist
upon the discharge, by the members of their flocks, of the
duties required by its belief? There have not been wanting
these laws in the United States, by which one class of Chris-
tian brethren in fthe North are purposely kept as a distinict,

peo’gle : in the South are appressed
to

separate and neglected
with bondage * grievous rne,” and are compelled to

*Tn (hgse d‘)",’longings after a healthier religious state lead mex
to draw imaginary sketches of things, not as they are, but as they
would wish them to be. Lest it should be supposed that the autho r
has been doing 50, he begs to state that every particular of the fore -

submit to laws and injuries a parallel to which cannot be
found upon earth.

the instructions of the Clergy of the Church? In the Pasto-
ral Letters of our House of Bishops, which ought to have
great influence in this land, we look in vain for an allusion
to this subject.

since our conntry called itself free an
and where has any portion of the Church, through its accre-
dited organs, the Bishops and the conventiohs within its
boundaries,
and degtadation of soiie poition of her own members, even
the members of the Bodi

that the Church, as a €
against slavery, and should denounce all those,
not by their ewn consent,
ought, where slavery does
be so altered, as to give to

n;erc 7’ then might we ho
0 <
theory, but as a living, active, and influential principle.—
God grant that we may live to see this!”

son will be crowned with full and speedy success ;—

of making the Church more alive to her confessedly

“in the rice fields with its sharp and powerful bill. It is

| dral charches it was placed in other situations. The rood-

< But where have been the exhortations, the counsels and

« These laws and these uncatholic Xractices have existed

independent. When

entered its solemn protest against this oppression
of Christ? It is not to be desired
urch, should enter upon a crusade
who, perha
are owners of slaves. But she
exist; to insist that the laws should
ber coloured members the privi-
leges to which they are entitled as co-members with them-
selves of the ¢ Body of Christ,” and where it does not exist,
that all those practices, and custorns, and exclusions, be
abolished, which tend to separate one Christian floek from
communion, as Christians; with another. 5
“ If the thited voice of the Church were put forth it would
be heard, it would be regarded. If the exertions of every
Catholic in this land were directed to ameliorate the condi-
tion of the slave and to elevate the character of the coloured
people—if their prayers were unitedly to ascend before His
throne in whose hands are the hearts of all men, that He
would dispose all Christian Rulers to ¢ do justly, and to love
to see this all important doctrine
nts’ held, not as a speculative

e Communion of

Sincerely do we trust that the efforts of Mr John-

and that the volume which he has been instrumental
in introducing to his countrymen, will have the effect

neglected duties in reference to slavery.

GICAL, AND SCIENTIFIC, ADAPTED TO THE PRE-
SENT STATE OF LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND ART;
Comprising all works purely English, and the
Principal and most Generally used, Technical and
Scientific terms ; together with their Etymologies
and their Pronunciation according to the Dbest
authorities. Glasgow, Edinburgh, and London :
Blackie & Son. Toronto : MacClear. Price
2s. 6d. per part.

This book has been noticed before, when we called
attention to the unfair meaning which was attempted
to be put upon the word Bishop. Ou turning over the
last part which has just come to hand, we are pleased
and surprized to find how very completely the promise
of the title page is performed. It is not only a
Dictionary of words, but may also be very fairly
called a miniature cyclopaedia; the illustrations’ are
very numerous and well executed, and add very much
to the value of the book. Asa sample of the book
we take a few definitions, which will serve to shew
the plan upon which it is compiled :

« Rick prap— A bird of the United States, the Embe-
riza oryzivora; so named from its feeding on rice in the
Southern States. In New England, it is ¢alled bob-o-link or
bob-lincoln. 2. Ove of the names of the paddy bird or Java

sparrow, the Loxia oryzivora, Linn. In Java and other
parts of Asia where it is found, it commits great ravages

admired for its elegant shape and colouring.”

“Roop, [Sax. rode or rod.]— A cross, erucifix, or figare
of Christ on the cross, placed in a Church. The holy rood
was one, generally, as large as life, elevated at the junc-
tion of the nave and choir, and facing'the western entrance
to the church. Sometimes images of the Virgin Mary and
St. John were placed, the one on the one side, and the
other on the other side, of the image of Christ. These
roods were frequently beautifully sculptured, and often
placed in niches, sometimes let into’ the wall near the en-
trance door”

“Roop-LoFT.—The gallery ina Chirch where' the réod
and its appendages were placed. This loft or gallery was
commonly placed over the chancel screen in parish
churches, or between the nave and chancel ; but in cathe-

tower or steeple, was that which stood over the intersection
of the nave with the transepts.”

“Runric.— [ Fr. rubrigue ; L. Tt. and Sp. rubri¢a ; from
L. rubeo,to be red.] 1. A title or article in ¢ertain ancient
law books; so called because written in red letters. 2.
Directions printed in prayer books, formerly done in red.

«¢The rubric and the rules relating to' the litdrgy are
established by royal authority, as well as the liturgy
itself.’— Nelson.

« 3. In Seots law the rubric of a statute is its title, which
is so termed because anciently it was written in red let-
ters. The name has so_metimes been given to any Writing
or printing in red ink, in old books and manuseripts, espe-
cially the date and place on a title-page.”

«Saryr.—[ L. saf_'z/ﬂ't-\‘;' Gr.,0arvpogya ionkeéy, a ﬁu'x"n.]%
In myth., a sylvan deity or demi-god, represented as a
monster, half man and half goat, having horns on his head,
a hairy body, with the feet and tail of a goat. Satyrs are
usually found in the train of Bacchus, and have been dis-
tinguished for lasciviousness and riot. They have been
represented as remarkable for their piercing eyes and
keen raillery.”

We cannot say that we are satisfied with the theolo=
gical definitions, the word Sacrament.is defined * an
outward and visible sign of inward and spiritual grace;
or more particularly, a solemn religious ceremony en-
joined by Christ, the head of the Christian church, to
be observed by his followers, by which their special
relation to hin is created, or their obligations to him
renewed and ratified. "Thus baptism is called a sacra-
ment, for by it persons are separated from the world,
brought into Christ’s visible church, and ‘laid under
particular obligations to obey his precepts. The
eucharist or communion of the Lord's suppet, is also
a sacramenty for by commemorating the death and
dying love of Christ, Christians avow their special
relation to hiin, and renew their obligations to be
faithful to their divine Master.”

The Church Catechism should not be quoted at all,
unless it is quoted fairly. We are there taught that a
Sacrament is *“an outward and visible sign of au in-
ward and spiritual grace given unto us,”’ and further,
that the Sacrameuts are means of grace.

To an ordinary veader the definition given in the
Dictionary, would seem to coincide with the one given
in the Catechism.  Although according to the one, a
Sacrament is merely a sign of grace geverally, in the
other it is stated to be of grace given to us, or the
recipients ef the Sacrament.
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THE DIVISION OF PARISHES.
The following is the first Report of the Commissioners

appointed to inguire into the best mode of effecting subdi-
visions of parishes : —

TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

We your Majesty's Commissioners appointed * to in-
quire into the practicability and mode o. subdividing into
distinct and independent parishes, for all ecclesiastical pur-
poses, all the densely peopled parishes in England and
Wales, in such manner that the population of each, exeept
in particular cases, at our discretion, shall not exeeed 4000
souls,” have instituted an extensive inquiry, and are ac-
quiring much valuable information respecling those
parishes and their existing subdivisions.

We have also examined several witnesses for the pur-
pose of ascertaining the state of the Jaw as applicable to
these subdivisions, of which there are now many kinds,
differing in their legal character and cireumstances,
Though we canmot hope, without much more information
thatt we yet possess, and very caveful further deliberation,
to present fo your Majesty & full report; we think it ad-
visable to state without further delay our opinions on some
important points, respecting which we are already agreed.

e may,as a preliminary observation, state that we
find large and extensive powers, relative to' the division

o effect.

and sub-division of parishes for ecclesiastical purposes;
already vested in the Church Building Commissioners §
but we consider the law at present very defective, with
respect to maby important points connected With ehurch-
éxtension, and with that jmproved pastoral superinten-
dence which it was the object of the churéh buildiog acte
X It is most desirable that those acts, now 17 igf
pumber, should be consolidated, and that the various en-
actments scattered through them shotld be' made consis”

tent with one another.’

We anderstand the terms of your Majesty's Confmisgior
as directing our ingniry o the expediency of giving a com -
pletely parochial character, for all ecclesiastical pu ¢
to every division of subdivisidii' of a pavish, and of mali\'l":s
every such division and subdivision, with its church a
minister, in all respects independent of the original parish ;
and we conceive it to bé our duty te consideér this question

" with reference to existing divisions and subdivisions, ag’

well as to those which may be made hereafter,

With' regard o the guestion of division, the opinioil wé
have formed is stfongly in favour of enfire independencey
as a general principle,  There are doubtiess cases iv
whiich, from peculiar ciFeumistances, it may be desirable tr,
have chapels of ease served by L¢ensed curates, the incum
bent of the niother church being in every such case in
cumbent also of the chapel of ease ; but we recommend
that there should be no intermediate state between this
entire subordination to the ineambent of the mother churelf
and complete separation and independence.

One of the chief obstacles in the way of éarrying out
the principle of complete separation, is the diffienlty of
making an adequate provision for the incumbents of newly
formed parishes, We are not yet prepared to report fully
on this subject ; but in connection with it we desire tof
offer the following suggestions :—With respect to pew’
rents, we are aware that varicus and conflicting opinions
exist as to the expediency of recognising by law the righ
of receiving money for pews or sittings in éhurchés. This,
however, has already been done in the chiirch buildin
acts ; and, independently of the great practical diﬂiculg
of abolishing so’ larga.a source of ecclesiasti¢al rev ’
we are of opinion that there arve other reasons in favou¥
of the coutinnance of the system, and that it may be so/
reguiated as not only to exclude the povrer classes, but inf
some cases, to be mude the means of encouraging many’
to frequent the c¢hurch, who now seldom attend pablie
worship. :

Although it is no doubt desirable,; that an inctifiibest
should derive his income from endowment rather than'
from pew rents, and that sittings in church should be free;
it must be borne in mind that in many instances, espeei-
ally in the case of additional churches, the mncome depends’
chiefly, if not entirely, on that souree, and that pew rents'
are readily paid by persons who would not cobtribute to!
the support of the church m any other way to the same
extent ; and it is also to be considered that many persons
in eomparatively humble life gladly pay a moderate rent
for the privilege of oceupying a permanent sitting. The’
Church Building Commissioners are empowered to fix &
scale of pew rents, whenever they have contributed to
build the charch, but not otherwise, except in the case of
a church built under the Private Patronage Act (1 and &
William 1V, c. 38), where such power is vested by the
church building acts in the Churel Building’ Commise
sioners, or by their direction i the' frustees of a church
built under that statate ; and with tliese exceptions no/
stich power is vestéd by the chureh building acts in any
other party. Tlie scale of pew rents established by the'
Commissioners may afterwards be revised under certairf
conditions ; but the number of free sittings originally’
settled is incapable of alteration, although experience may
demons!rhﬁe"ﬁ}: the contiction of al¥ parties that & ¢hange’
is desirable. R 2

We dre of opinion that care should be taken (0 provide
a due proportion of sittings, at moderate rents, for person ¢
of the middle or lower classes, and that free seats shoul
be appropriated to those who cannot afford any payment,
bat whose regu!arity of atteridance makes it desirable thaf
ertain specified sittings should B appropriated fof theif
use. e also tHink it desirable that ag little external dif-
ference as possible stould be made Bitween rerted shédl
free seats.

We also recomtitend that iipon afiy question m‘fﬁing o
to the appropriation or odeupancy of sittingsin ahy ¢hureh
ot chapel, the Bishop' showld be empowered to isse o
commission to the archdeacon, rural dean, or one of the
neighbouring clergy, a clergyman nominated by the in-
cumbent, and a layman ¢hosen by the churéhwardens }
and that the decision’of these commissioners, if approved
by the Bishop wpon condilggtion’ with bis' chancellory
should be final.

We recommend that the powers of the Chiréh Building
Commissioners, with respect to fixing and altering a séale’
of pew rents, should Be énlarged.

Dotibts have arisen on’ ar important point cornected
with the right of occupying péws. ftis conténded that
the inhabitants of distriet parishes may not inérély cons
tinne to oecupy pews and sittings, but even have pews and
sittings assigned to them, in the mother chureh, at the end
of 20 years, althongh' they shall then fiavé bee mie exempé
from’ the Jiability to repair it. We are of opinion that after’
the formation of a district no fresh assignment of sittings
in the mother church should be made to the inhabitants
of the new district. We have no hesitation in expressing’
our opinion that all fees and offerings arising within éde
ecclesiastical division shonld as soon' as possible BE assigned
to the incumbent of that division. This géneral rile, how
ever, cannot be fairly cafried into effect withoot conipéi-
sa’tin% the existing incumbent of the méther chireh, to
whieh
upon them as a portion of his perhaps seanty incone ;' and

these dubs have beert reserved, and who depéndy

| in the ease of a living dependent almnst entirely wpon ﬁ»,é:;

the successor might require the same protection. We

that the principle of making compensation in such cased
has been acted up 0 to a considerable extent by the E¢«
clesiastical Commissioners for Fngland.

T principle of assigiinig patrondge in return for éf-
dowment appears to have been acted upon from the ¢om-
mencement of our parochial system ; and it was recog-
nized i the act I and 2 William IV, c. 38, and still more
fully in the act 6 and 7 Victoria, e 37, s, 20, (gentrally
known as Sir Robert Peel's Act), whicl proviiles that if
any person shall offer a .be'nefactinn\ deemed sufficient by
the Beclesiastical Commiissionérshe may, upon the recom-
mendation of the Commissiohers and by order of your
Majesty in ¢ouncil, be made a patrin of any new disirice
of parish constitited under that act.

“We are of opinion that the provisions of the act | and &
William 1V, e. 39, are capable of improvement, with @
view to the further encouvagement of the ereétion and én-
dowment of new churches by private persong.

With respect to the patronage of district parish chrirehes,
the framers of tieact 58 George 111, c. 45, appear scareely
to have paid sufficient attention to the ground on which
aloue a right of patronage should be given ; they provis
ded that the patron of the mother church should, in' alf
cases become patron of the district parish church. ¢
are of opinion that the right of patronage may, in sich
cases, with the consent of certain parties, be properly as«
signed to any individual who'shal¥ contribiite an adéquate
endowmerit. Similar arrangenients as to patronage might
be applied to some of the numerous district churches and
chapel#ies, of which the incumbent of the mother churcht
has already been made the patron, withouthaving endow-
ed them: the patronage, however, not bBeing changed
until the next avoidanece of the mother Chureh,

Until the 15th section of the act 8 George IV., 72, #
provision is made empowering incumbents, frustees, and
others, with the consent of the bishop, patron, and incom-
bent, and. with the sanction of the Chureh Building
Commissiobers, to surrender the right of patfonage
of any church or benefice in favour of any corporate
body or person, or to make any agreemeént as to itsendow~
ment, for the express purpose of improving the parochial
system Dy the ccelesiastinl division of the patish. By the
act 8 and 9 Victoria, e 70, it is provided that the patron«
age of a church may be assignéd to any body corporaté
or to any individuals, bt the assignment must be made
prior to the consecration of the Church, and the eonsent
of the Bishop, patron, and incumbent is required. We are
of opinivn that these provisions may be extended, and tha¢
udditional facilities should be given for assigning patron~
age in retirn for endowment.

We are aware of the difficulties connected with the sub<
jeet of Church rates, as affecting the division of parishes,
but it appears to us essential that we should offer some
suggestions upon it in this report, since, in our opinion,
the present state of the law is at once vague, defeetive and
uojust, and form the chief obstacle to @ sonud parochiab
system.

It has been urgeutly represented to us that the law i
its present state inflicts a very serious bardship on the
owners of property in distinct aud seperate parishes and
district parishes, by compelling them for 20 years not
only to prévide for the expenses of their owe Chureh, but
- to contribute towards repairing the mother Church. Iw
the case of a chapelry district, eut off from a district or
district parish, the grievance is still greater; for although
the inhabitants, during that period of time, pay a double
rate, viz;, to the mother church and to the distinct and
: separate or district parish ¢chureb, they bave genérally to




