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THE SUNDAY SLIDE.

“1 do hope we shall have plenty of ice now,” cried
Dickey West, as he ran down the laue-on Saturday
evening, after playing at suow-balls on the common.
¢ Look, Joe! the snow does vot stick to my shoes a
bit now, as it did a while ago. It freezes hard, sure
enough!”

‘He kicked up the suow as he ran along, and it flew
before Lim in the cold wind. * It would not do for
snow-balls now!”

Joe was cantering through the snow behind, with bis
bands thrust into his pockets, and panting with open
mouth. He laughed to sce Dickey’s breath like smoke
in clear frosty air.

“ Anybody could tell it was freezing,” said he; “ for
there was no making a fresh snow-ball, even before
sunset. There will be fine sliding on that large pond
on the common in a day or two."”

I had not one slide all last winter, because of my
bad foot," said Dick: “those chilblains! I hope I
shall have none this year. I say Joe, there’s nothing
in this world I like so well as sliding.”

“ The frosts seem to last no time this winter,” said
Joe, as they walked on quietly, being now out of breath.
“J wonder whether this will be for more than a day.”

“ And to-morrow is Sunday! We must have a good
slide on Monday after school!—What’s the matter
now ?"’ -

Joe gave him a pu “Look, Dick! there's the
parson coming round the corner, and Miss Ford.”

The two little boys drew on one side, pulled off their
caps, and made their bows,

% Well, wy lads,”” said Mr. Ford, *how do you like
the cold winter ?”

‘The little boys grinned merrily.
answer, and Mr. Ford understood it.

“ How do you like the snow-balls ?"* said Miss Ford,
smiling; and then they grinned still more.

After Mr. Ford and his daughter had passed on, she
said something to her father, and they looked back.

“ Now remember, boys,” said Mr. Ford, * that to-
morrow is Sunday. Remember there must be po slid-
ing on the pond, to make you late for church. No
reward-tickets, and the cane besides, for those who
do!”

“Remind the others of it,”” added Miss Ford.—
“ Don't forget what happencd last year. Keep sliding
for Monday."

They walked on; and the boys having tuken breath,
scrambled over a gate, and ran across a field or two
through the snow to their cottages on Low Green

Joe ran in to his mother, Widow Deane, having
rubbed the snow from his shoes upon the old broom
which stood by the door, though there was not much
to be rubbed. Then he went into the shed to help his
mother to chop up some wood for the fire next morn-
ing, and to get every thing ready for Sunday. Ile was
very handy, and always got up early on Sunday morn-
ing to light the fire and set on the kettle, that his
mother, who had bard work in the week going out to
wash, might not have to get up in the dark.

When he told her how hard it was freezing, she said
she knew it, for she bhad walked over the pool from
Farmer Reeves's, instead of going round by the road;
so she knew the ice would bear.

“ But now, Joe, remember last year,” said she :—
“you got into trouble one Sunday about that pond on
the common. You are a bigger boy now, and must
mind what you are about.”

Joe told her how he had met the parson, and said
that would help him to remember. In his heart he
had some doubts about Dickey, who was said com-
monly to be *“a terrible one for the ice;" but he said
nothing of that to his mother.

Next morning it was cold and brisk as any day that
January. After Joe had lighted the fire, aud seen the
furze and twigs blaze up, the little lattice-window was
still sparkling with frost—as you may have seen it, in
the shape of leaves and trees—end when the sun shone
first upon it, it was as pretty a sight as you need wish
tosee. The icicles hung like long sticks of glass from
the thatch of the cottage ; Joe pulled them off as he
went out to church, put them in his mouth, ap lﬁﬁkfied
Wareh hiis'téeth tingled, as if he had played off a good
trick upon himself.

He called for Dickey West and his sister, as he went
by their cottage at the other end of the green. They
all lived so far from the church that they had to make
haste, so as to get into the school-room, which was
close by, in time to' have their names called. This
fine moruing, however, they had started soover than
usual, and had more time, us they thought, before
them. So when they got to the open road, which led
up the common, they walked slow to take breath.—
Several children joined them from the edge of the
common, some going on before, and some straggling
behind. .

At last they came to the pond.
long slide already made.

“Who can have been there already?” said Jenny
West.

Joe supposed it was the boys who had come there
to make a hole at the end of the pond to water the
horses.

Some of the boys got a slide as they weut, and then
burried on. The girls put one foot on the smooth ice
to feel it, and then turned back into the road. They
were rather sorryafterwards; for when stepping through
the snow off the read, it worked into their shoes; and
very cold their feet were in church, when that snow
was melted, and soaked through their stockings.

Dickey said “ he must have one slide more.”  Joe
followed him. But just as he was going to start, he
thought either of Mr. Ford, or his mother, or both;
and he pulled Dickey back.

“ Oh, come along—never mind sliding now—don’t
you hear the bells going "

“Come, Dickey, come!” said his little sister.

«] ghall bave one more slide—as if I could not
cateh you up, every one of you! I dare say I never
ran up the common when you were all forced to
walk 7"’ i

“ Not in the snow, Dickey—do come! 'There
again! don’t you hear the last chime?”’ said Jenny.
“loolkl thova’a ald Mys. Lhowmpasn ohe is as good
as a clock, you kunow."”

“ And don't I know that Mrs. Thompson sets out
half an hour before anybody else, that she may sit
and rest before charch begins? IHave not we heard
that a thousand times?  Don’t keep on pulling me—
I'll follow you, I tell you.

Jenny stopped a moment longer, and then ran on.

Joe still stood there. Ile had no mind to staysafter
Mrs. Thompson, who was indeed as good as a clock,
was gone by; but he could not bear to leave Dickey
behind.

“ Iark, Dickey! look! sure enough there’s the
squire's coach coming up the hill—indeed there is!”

Dickey looked and saw it. He knew he was wrong,
but he would not take warning.

“ Well, what care 1 for the squire’s coach?'” was
his answer. * They always go early, that there may
be time to put up the horses. And I can get on as
fast as those old coach-horses any day."” But remem-
bering that though the horses could not tell of them,
somebody in the coach might, he got off the ice at last,
and ran up the hill with Joe.

Joe now felt quite easy ; but it did not last long.—
From the common, a road led to the village and the
church. By the road was a ditch, wide in some places.
Most unfortunately it was frozen over, and a slide was
already made in one part. Dickey was on it in a mo-
ment, and poor Joe in despair.

“It's all up with Dickey now !I" thought he. * Dick,
Dick! there's the little bell going!” and off he set
himself at full speed. It was well for him that it was
not really the last bell when the clergyman went into
church. By running hard he reached school in time
to answer to his name, and go with the others into
church. 8o all was safe with him. But where was
Dickey West ?

That was their

There was a fine

Dick's conscience was now asleep. He went on
sliding till he was tired, first hoping no questions would
be asked, and then thiuking one absence could not
signify at Easter, when the rewards for regular attend-
ance would be given. e chose to fancy all sorts of
impossible things, rather than to sappose he should'
get into trouble for such a bad thing as playing truant
in church-time. "

At last he saw two or three red cloaks at a distance.
He knew the service was over. And now he might
have asked himeelf what had he gained? The sport
was over, and the difficulties must now begin.

He shrunk away down a narrow side lane, that he
might not be seen; he knew it led towards home.
"T'he snow had drifted in high heaps on each side of it,
and he had hard matter to flounder through. At last
it ended at the gate of a field, He struck across this,
and had a hedge to climb. Ile reached the top of
the bank with some labour, by catching at a branch.
Tt was dead, and gave way with his pull.  Dick rolled
backwards into the ditch, first into the snow, and next,
as his weight broke the ice, into the water below. He
scrambled out, he could hardly tell how ; and then
fishing his cap out of the snow, wandered round the
field till he found a style. This he climbed over, and
plunged knee deep into a drift of snow en the other
side. He was hot and tired, and forced to sit down
on a log of wood to rest. ~ But before long he felt all
in a chill, and plunged forwards again, panting across
the snowy fields.  His shoes were full of wet, and his

feet smarted and tingled sadly.

Now all this would have been nothing worth mind-

|ing to a boy who was doing his work, or, at any rate,

was doing no barm. It would have been something to
| talk and laugh about afterwards by the fireside. Bat
it is quite different to any one with a bad conscience,
—a bad conscience takes the spirit out of both boy
and man.

Dick wandered on, tired and hungry, till at last he
got home to Low Green. 'The Wests were a large
family, and Dick’s father at this time was laid up with
the rheumatism. IHis mother bad enough to do with
nursing her husband, and all her work besides: = She
said she had no time to see to the children’s going to
school in time. She asked no questions. His eldest
gister guessed there was something wrong; but she
gave bim a bit of something for his dinuer, and took
no more potice. It was now suowing; and none of
the family went to afternoon church. Whether they
could have done it, it is not our business now to in-
quire.

In the mean time Joe wondered what Dick had
done. He himself had brought his dinner; and so had
Jenny West, and some others. They had leave to eat
it in the school-room, and then to run outand warm
themselves. When the other children came into school
at two o'clock. Joe was afraid to ask any of them about
Dick. He wished, if possible, not to tell of him. But
after church be could not belp hearing that there was
a talk of somebody who had been seen on the ice in
church-time that morning—a little boy in a cloth cap.
Mrs. Lewis had gone out of church with the young
woman from the poor-house, who had fits. As she led
her home, she remembered seeing a boy on the broad
diteh in Church Lane. But she was minding the young
woman, and did not give it a thought at the time,—at
least to see who it was.

Jenny West said to Joe, as they went home:

“You know about Dick; but don't tell of him,
Joey. He will ‘be beat, I know, besides losing his
ticket.”

“That I won't, Jenny, unless I am asked. I hope
I shall not be=—1 will keep out of the way of it."”"

“ What's that about ?” said Widow Deane, who
overtook them, and gave Joe her big Prayer-book to
carry. Jenny was forced to tell Widow Deane the
truth, who was at first anxious about Joe, and now
praised him for haviug kept out of the scrape.

Joe turned red, and said, “ I did take one slide.""—
He remenibered hie had been punished for it last year,
and he did not wish to be praised now; so he began

skipping and running towards h@iRea about Dick, and
tnought he would keep out of the way of questions as
much as possible. And then he thought about to-
morrow, and the pleasure of sliding between school-
hours, without feeling that he was doing wrong, or
having any punishment to fear.

Now he had a nice warm fire to enjoy, and tea with
his ‘mother. They always had these comforts on
Sundays, though not always in the week. When tea
was over, Joe got oue of the candles which his mother
made herself with the rushes which he pulled from the
marsh ; he stuck it in the socket over the mantle-
piece. Then old Master Wilson, who could not read
himself, and had besides little fire of his own, came in
as usual, from next door. Widow Green and Joe read
aloud the lessons for that Sunday, and some chapters
besides. Joe said the collect, and repeated what he
had learnt about that and the Epistle and Gospel at
school. Old Master Wilson sighed, and wished he had
been able to get schooling when he was a young chap
like Joe. And then he went on talking how things
used to be when he was young, till it was bed-time.—
Joe scrambled up the ladder to bed. After saying his
prayets he looked out,—all was white and frosty.

Bat in the morning, before he was well awake, he
fancied he heard something drop, drop, from the roof.
“1 hope,” said he, still half asleep, it is not the old
story of the snow melting in upon mother’s bed, as it
did last year; but she can have mine, and it wou't
huart me.” »

Being now quite awake, he jumped up, and called
to his mother to.-know how it was.

“ No, no, Joey, it does not come through. But it is
thawing, sure enough.”

Then Joe first recollected there would be an end of
his sport on theice. He came down rather dismal,
thinking how dirty and wet every thing would soon
look.

He splashed through the melting snow to school,
and looked sorrowfully at every ditch and pool. There
was plenty of ice still left, to be sure, but it was all
melted at the top—much of it was floating in water.
It was hard work getting on through the slippery and
melting snow ; but ke reached school in time. There
was Dick West in his place.

Joe set to his work as usual ; and towards twelve
o'clock he was so busy with his writing, that he did
not hear the begiuning of what now took place.

When he had put away his writing-book and slate,
.and looked towards the master's desk, he guessed how
it was,

There stood Dick, looking frightened and puzzled ;
the master grave and displeased.

“ Somebody must have told of Dick, I hope they
won't ask me. I would not be in his place now for
something. But I wish he could get off. I remem-
ber last year.” These were Joe's thoughts. Who
told of Dick he could not make out; but the master
seemed to know all about it, and he feared Dick had
been denying it.

“ Who set out with him to school?”’ said the
master.

No answer.

Joe shrunk down among his companions, or at [east
tried to do so.

* Who lives in the house next to West's ?” again
asked the master.

“0ld John Wilson—and Widow Deane—Joe
Deane'’—ecried several voices.

““ Joe Deane, stand up.”

Poor Joe obeyed, with tears in his eyes. He saw
the cane, and knew what must follow. To say the
truth, he bad felt that cane himself, so he could well
feel for Dick. He stood a few moments—what a

him. He scemed to know what was in Joe's thooghts,
for he said, “ Well, 1 do not want you to tell of another
wore than need be. T know enough without asking
Joe Deane.  West it is no use denying it.
to be punished first for playing truant, and 1akiog it |

long time it seemed !—while the master looked at’|
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