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T T E I AL S TR

Westevan Muernomsya.—We  have much
pleasure in directing allention to the Tollowing
very excellent Pastoral Address of the South
Carolina Contereace of the Metiodist Episcopal
Church, delivered by its Presidenty  Bizhop
Sovre, on [2th Febraary last. It breathes an
admirable epirity and is withal valuable, for the
information it atiords respecting the  present state
and prospecls of Wesleyan Methodism in that
part of the world, as well as Jor the valuable ad-
vice and instruction therein contained on the sub-

jeet of personal pisty and uselulness. 1L will
doubtless be read with intevest,

¢ [n the lapse of little more than half a eentu-
rv, our numbers have increasad froma h m!lul
to a mizhty haste Our doctrines. diszipline,
usages, and ecctesizsiical governwent, hivve been
subjected to e test el a broad experimenot, and
sustained the stress oi a fiery ordeal ; and bave
found unparatioled Gavoucin a countey of free dis-
cussion, and in the face of heaven and carth.
Forerv day has mubliplhied the tokens of the divine
favonr, and aiied seals to our mini-try.  Doany
challenice us for the s sizns of our apostleship?
We {rinmphantly paint to the multitudes of onr
rocictios, ¢ walking in the fear of the Lord, and
iu the cemfort of the Holy Ghoest,” as our lelters
of commendation, ¢ the epistles of Christ, min-
jetered by us, wrillen not with ink but with the
Spiril of the living Goad, not in the tables of stone,
but in the fleshly tables of the heart.”?
¢ As it hath pleased God, through our un-
warthy instrumeatality to raise up and extend
throughout these lands a Christian communion,
embracing heartily the doctrines and principlesof
primitive Christianity, so is it our anxious care
andl earnest desire and prayer, that they may
ever ¢ walk by the same things.””  Having been
bronght from darkness into marvellous light, from
the dominion of sin nto the liberty of the sons
of God, what remains but that you he exhorted
te stand fast in this liberly, and improve this
Yizht.  What is your calling, brethren be]oveﬁ,
but progress in inward holmess, advancement in
nct ve, expansive nscfulness. The teachings,
molives, encomagements of the gospel all look
to the growth of the seul in holiness. The
standard of feeling and character which it propo-
ses, is as hizh as a constant aim to please God,
and secure his approbation ; it is as hroad as the
gcale which measures eternity, and takes in the
everlasting satvation af the soul in heaven : iti
as catholic and comprehensive as the most stre-
nuous efforts of the whole man, soul and body,
in all the circumstances, relations and ohjects of
Jife. 1t demands that we Jove God with the full
strength of our alfections, up to the entive possibili-
ty of our nature.--Nothing less, nothing lower will
meet its requiremen:s, than the making the glory
of God the governing pyrpase, the guiding star
af life. For this are we  be olten avain unto
a lively hape by the resurrection of Ciirist {rom
the dead.” ‘i this are we bound to Hve, whst-
aver our circumstances.  The flame of personal
haliness must yise, pure and biight and high in
our hearts, kin:ling their intenses(, noblest sym-
* pathies; and chansing into the same expansive
element aar pine’ples, snd Gistes, and desives.
The gospe! thus provides that the bring ng in of
these great elemenis of chavacter by the power
and zrace of the Holy Ghost, should drive out
of our hearts, the base affections, the low cares,
the trifling thoughts, which hil the bosoms of
wordly inen. No room is left for the little vani.
ties of life in the presence of the all engrosing
thought of pleusing God, and living for cternity,

¢« We aflectionately exhort our brethren, that
yon ever fonk to the a'tainment of this state of
exalted privilege in the faith of Jesus Christ.
As his blood purchased these bless nes for s, so
his Spirit communicates their vich enjorment to
the soul. Without him, we can do uothing,
Without him we can attain nothing. - He is the
way to the Father,  Through him, we havs ac-
cess to God, hy the elernal Spirit. Faith takes
pold on him for ¢ wisdom, rightcousness, sancti-
fication and redemption.?””  Fuith brings us nigh
to the cross, without the 'intervcntion of priestly
rites, or formal ceremanies, fu that cross we
ind a sacrifice, regencration .l'o_r the depraved.
At a time in the history ol relizion, marked by a
revival of all that has at any forinerperiod, most

corrupted the gospel; when “prescv'i}mo'n‘u the
only prophet, sacramentarianisin the only*priest,
catholicity, falsely so called, the only' king 3
when rvitual grace i< clsimed as the.only regene-
rat on, and an oulward eclesiastical frame work
and succession are fondly looked to as the only
safe toundat on lor eternity ;—at such a time it
is fitting tiat our testimony should be raised with
emphasis  painst all snch ¢ lying vanities.”
The suihicient antidote is found in the spread of
vital go-liness thiongh oll the land.  Let the sun
arise and shine forth in his strength, and before
the beams of his light, the lunar vainhow,~ pale
progeny of nixht and nists, rayless,and warmth-
less,—~1s scalt -red and lost.

We are led to insist, beloved brethren, with
g ealer earn stness, upon the necess:ty of a
wonuine imwvard relizion, from our settled persua-
sinn, that from this source alone can proceed that
active wsefulness which true Coristianity always
pProposes tor its volaries, and which tne subline
enterpiizes of the church emphatically demand.
What besides the trae spitit o scll-denial and
selt sace fice which belongs to vital inward reli-
gion, can carry out the plans of the divine charity
which proposes the moral conquest of the world,
amd which longs to il the emth with the sound
of a Savionr’s name ?  No other sufhcient anta-
gonist hut inward religion can be found for the
deep-lodged selfishness which coils around the
human heart, The Rible is to be printed in all
languages, and s:at to all people. Christian
Nlissions are to be snustained, and stations are to
he enlarged 3 new stations are tobe formed. The
state of the world ; the facilities of intercourse
with the ends of the earth; the imploring call
from perishing millions ; the means under the
contro! of aur great and growing communion, all
imperalively demand that by the Methodist
Church alon-, half a million of dollars should be
annually reised.  Every member of the commu-
nion needs to be brought gnder the impulse of a
steady, systematic ageney for the spread of that
religion by which alone the want and the woe
of the world can be meland remedied.  Aliveli-
er sense of the vast responsibility which Heaven
has devolved vpor us in reference to the world’s
conversion, should he cullivaled. Like ¢ the
morning spread upen the nountains,” we need
a general enlighteniment, a universsl waking up.
When God converts the Church, then the Church
shall set in good earnest about converling the
\‘.OI.I(I‘ L3 * . . . * L] . » L d . L L4

<« Finally, brethren, ¢ we bescech you, by 2ll
the ercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God.”>  Carry about with youn continually asense
of the shortness and vanity of life, that you
may press into its flecting hours the greatest pos-
sible amount of duty to God, and usefulness to
man. Amidst al] the vexations and petly cares
of daily business ;—amidst all that is evanescent
in earthly hepes and joys ; all that is fluctuating
in ontward circumstances,—hend your steps with
tireless constancy towards the gates of the New
Jernsalem.—A clond of witnesses hang over your
pathway, and the eternal God himself is your
“refoge and strength, a very present help in
trouble.” In his favour islife. Hisapprobation
will be an abiding good when the heavens are
no more. A crown of life that fadeth not away
is the prize for which you run. % 8o run that
ye may obtain.”> The stupendous realilies of
eternity beckon you onward and upward.,  And,
yet a little while, and mortality shall be swal-
lawed up of life. May you be enrolled among
the called, and the chosen, and the faithful ;—
and the peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the
knowledge and Jove of God, and of his son Jesus
Chiist our Lord.”

Eoucation.—In our last namber, we published
aspeech of the Rev. Dr. BunTing on this all-
engrosing and important subject. \We have now
the pleasure of presenting to our readers an ex.
tract from the speech of that venerable servant
of God, the Rev. War. Jay, of Bath, Enz., de-
livered at a meeting held in his church on the
3lst January last, (the 53d aniversary of Mr.
Jav’s ordination (o the pastoral office in ghat
place.) The subscriptions received in the course
of the evening amounted to the very liberal sum
of £1112, in addition teo.amunificient donatlon

g v
of land by J. G. Maxnsrorn, Esq. ¢ The yo.
nerable minister appeared highly gratified wiy,
the result, and declared that this was a glorions
aniversary of his ordination.”?

My Christian {riends—(for I love not ¢ [adjes
and gentlemen® in the house of God) ~my Chris.
tian friends, I cannot, perhaps, dobetter, in open.
ing the business of this evening, than by gnotin.
the language of Solomon, (and this will be more
in my own way, you know,) where he says,
« For the soul o be without knowledgze, it is not
z00d.””  Knowledge is the same to the soul a9
the window (o the house, as the eye to Lhe body,
or as, rather, the light to the eye.  All know-
ledge is not equally valuable. The most impor-
tant knowledge is that which is moral and relj.
gious and spiritual, or what the Scriplure sp
frequently calls ¢ the knowledge of God.””  Thig
is ¢ life eternal 222 this is profitable unto all things

having the < promise of the life that now is, an}
of Lthat which istocome.” *® * * °* ¢ "¢

You caunot imagine this day is an uninterest-
ing one to me, when I an reminded of my having
been ordained to the pastorate of this plice now
fifty-three years.

¢“ Many years have pass’d since then ;
Many changes I have scen;
Yet have been upheld till ngiw,—
W ho eould hold me up but Thou 1”?

It has been indeed a day of humiliation,  Wheo
can look back upon seventy three years, and not
see much to mourn over and hewail—in useless
convictions, in powerless resolutions, in omissions
of duty, in imperfections of performance, and es-
pecially in motives. Yet I hope [ have not heen
a stranger to thankfulness and praisc : for ¢ goad-
ness and mercy?® have peculiarly *¢ followed me
all the days of my life?-=~personally, velatively,
and oflicially ; and, < having ohtained help of
God, | coutinue till- this day,” teaching none
ot er things among you than these with whick |
commenced my lahomrs,  For though, during so
lengihened a period, I have heard many a Lo,
there,”” 1 have never turned aside alter them. [
have adhered to the old way, becanse T found it
the zond way; and when any of the modemn
wines have been presented to )y taste, I have
said, ¢ The old is better,”® Nor have 1, for one
moment, during all this lengthened period (I think
I can speak very expressly here), been suffered
to ask, Why were the former times better than
the present 7 for | know I shonld not inquire
wisely concerning this matter. [ am fully per-
suaded that a thousand improvements, under the
kind previdence of Cod, have taken nlace in the
state oftthe warld, and ir the state of the coun-
try, and especially in the affairs of religion.
There 1 have had better and longer opportunities
of comparison than many of you; and such
changes have taken place as induce me to ex-
claim, ¢ What hath God wrought I

I am particularly struck now with one thing,
When [ bezan my minisiry there was a greal
noise and stir—and there is a great noise and
stir when I am approaching the close of it—when
[ commenced my ministry, there wasa great
noise and stir, which had been made for some
time, and was stil making, about schools.
These were Sunday-schools; and sompe of the
tirst charity-sermons that | ever delivered were
in connexion with these works of faith and la-
bour of love: far then Sunday-schools were no-
velties, and required to be explained ; they were
also oppesed, and they required to be defended.
But success crowned the endeavours : opposition
soon ceased ; the advocates for ignorance wero
either silenced or hissed off the stage ; and is there
aperson to be fonnd now, but will readly acknow-
ledre their excellence and their usefulness 7 And
hut for these it is e-sy to imagoie in what a slate of
ignorance and barbarism thounsands of the lower
ranks wonld have been found. But now, when
I ought to bejthinking of the close of my ministry.
[ again find a great noise and a great stiv ahout
schools.  But these are day-schools, and designed
for a more complete ecucation not to the exclusion
of the former, hut in addition to them, and in aid
of them. In thia work, as Dissenters, we are
taking and a share, and very righttully too, mv
brethren, For after having opposed the late bill,
so variously objectionable, and sucereding, it be-
hoves ns also to show tnat we did not con:ider
education merely as a civil concern, devonid ol

religious instruction and sanction, and influences



