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The PWagazines,

Sketches of travel, accompanied with Hlustratious, have al-
ways formed the distinetive feature of Harper's Magatine. The
present number is no exception’ to this rule. ~There are * The
Water Ways of New York,” ¢ Around Lake Leman,” ¢Northern

California,” and «South Coast Saunterings in Eungland.” The
mogh interesting of these are ¢ Around Lake Lemap.” It con-

taius medallions of Voltaire, Madame de Stael, Madame du
Chatelet and Bonivard, with views of the Castle of Chillon, Villa
Grisi, Voltaire's house at Ferney, Villa of the Kmpress Josephine,
Villa. of Prince Napoleon, Byron's Villn at Diodatl, and
Ir¥Aubigne’s Country Seat.. The « Poetry and Philosophy of In-
dian Sumrer,” with map, iz a novel aml useful article. « A
Chapter of Gossip ™ is alsoreplete with pleasant information con-
cerning many of the literary and politteal celebrities of the day,

- We are glad to hail the return of Mr. Curtis to the Editor's Easy
Chalr, where the {ndications of his presence are agreeably visi-
ble. The Literary, Scleuntifie, and Historical Reconds are well
filled, while the Drawer contalns the usual allowance of say-
ings and stories, a few gond, several antiquated and many indif.
ferent.

The Atlantic Monthly closes the year ina style befitiing its
roeputation. The papers are of suflictent variety, and a few of
them are excellent. The essay on Disraelt is hearty and just,
though by no means exhaustive, We faney this singular man
affords subjact for keener and 1more searching analysis. *« On the
Ridge * Is a disappointment, It promises much and yieldslittle
at the end. The poetry, speaking generully, is not up to the
Aflantic standard. «John Underhfll” will be read because
Whittier wrote if, but for noother reason. + Helen at the Loom,"”
on the other band, 1s a poem which displays some powers of
fapcy and an instinct of the perspective. s Gunnar?” is closed
in this number. It s 2 pleasing, but not a great story. Thore
is mueh information in + Roman Neighbourhoods® and the
s Externals of Washington,” We do not audmire the sentimen.
tality which pervades « Isrnel Betliel Church.” That subject has
been overdoue, and is api to pall.  The magazine has devoted a
large space to critical notices on literature, art and science, form-
ing a capital digest of cnrrent events in those departments. For
the ensuing year, the Atlantic promises a rich programme, and
weo know it sufllciently well to be sure that it will redeem all its
promises.

Seribner’'s has two gems in this number—a sketch entitled
«s Black Rock and Lake,”" a poem by Bret Harte. The little story
promises much for the author; the name, however, Is not sufl-
ciently indieative of its scope.  Bret Harte's poem is not partien-
iarly felicitous in conception, which is somewhat strained, but
its details are excellent. + Eyes that Kin Snap like a Cap,"and
A Rifle Smoke Rlown Turough the Woads, a Moment, but
Never 1o Siay.” are striking and picturesque similes that will
be often quoted. The papers on « The Great South ™ are beau-
tifully iHusirated, but the text lacks clearness, and {15 language
is often stilty. The second instalmeot of » Anuals of an English
Abbey,” by Froude, is as disappointing as the first. These papers
lack the qualliy of discerning criticism which alone could make
them useful. There are several other articles of much interest
in the present number. The editor, iti * Toples of the Time,"
writes with much warmth agninst bis stclesinstical eritios, but
it ~irikes us hie is not severe enough Ly halfl  He has arare oc-
caslon o show up the hypocrisy andeant of his detractors, whae,
19 judgze from the extract given, are the most intolerant of men,
The number closes with a ciever tist of slehings in five scenes,
entitled, ¢t An Episode of Centml Parl.”?

The December number of Ol and New hardly comes up to
the murk established by iis predecessors. The serious articies
are cbaracterized by a certain amount of heavivess, and the
readable chatty papers one is accustomed to ook for in the pages
of this magazine are nowhere to be founnd. Of the former class
the list contains the usual openipg editorial remarks—this
month on the coming session of Congress—and a paper by J. P,
Quiney, advocating the cxemplion of charities from taxation.
The lighter literature also inclines somewhat to the grave, and
comprises a translation trom George SRand; a dall articte on a
very interesting subject, ferns; a puper seasonable enough, but
otherwise of no particular interest, on ¢ Some Beautiful Old
Carals™; another of Miss Hinckley's articles on * Country Lights
and Soonds,” and a short narrative of adventnre among the
Apaches.  Liberal instalments of the 1wo serials—both of which
are really good—and ap indifferent poemy on the » Polaris,” com-
plete the number.

Lippincott’s opens with the welcome » New Hyperion,” with
its chalty, sparkling letter-press and characteristle flustratfons
from the pen of Gustave Doré.  An Inieresting {Hustrated des-
cription of Bangkok forms the continuation of the sertes of
“Sketehes of Eastern Travel,” which is followed by a graphic
dexeription of social Ife and soclety at Washington in an artiele
entitlied +¢ Life at the National Capital.” 3. C. Clarke contribates
an interesting account of <A Day's $port in East Florida,” which
will be remd with pleasure by all who take any Interest in fleld
sports.  Fiction Is strongly represented by the continuation of
William Black’s chiarming serial, « The Princoss of Thale ;” an
amusing story entitled, ¢+ The Long Fellow of T1,” by James Mc-
Kay: and Miss 8, W, Kellogg’s delightful noveletle, 4 The Live-
lies,” which is conciuded in this nuinber. -« The History of the
Crisig,” by K. Cornwallls, {s a timely and able artlcle on the
presant financlal difficulties in the States which cannot fail tn
attract attention, and is worthy of cargful reading and considersi-
tion. A very interesting description of ¢ Monaco,” the great
gambling resort of Europe, is contributed by R, Davey. Two
charwming poerns, « Autumn Leaves™ aud «The Problem,” with
the usual variety of entertaining « Gossip,” und Reviews ol New
Books, complete a very attractive number.,

There 15 no lack whatever of plensant reuding matter in the
December Galary. The number of good things s ouly o great
as o make itdifficult to make distinctions, Perhuaps the pupors
that would best please the general reader are those on 4 The Fu.
ture Czar,” by Justin MeCarthy: o Life on the Plaing,” by Gen,
Cuaster; oSalvinl’s Othello,” by Junius Henry Browne; and
‘e What Became of Louis XVII? In the department of fiction
we find instalments of the serials,  The Wetherel Affair,” and
*¢ Linley Rochford,” a charming little tale entitled « Pt Laln,”
which has already met with conslderable success, {f we mny
Judge by the ntumber of times it has been reproduced ;. and an
odd story of Paristan life, under the attractive caption ¢ A Droll
Aecqualntance.” Richard Grant White's « Punishing the Pundit,”
and Gideon Welles' paper on «[Lincoln and Saward,” are both

continued, The poetry in this number is more than usually at.-

tractive,

The two last numbers (November 15 and 22) of Appleton's
Journal contain, {u addition to the usnal attractive features, of
which the Miscellany and Editor's Tabie are by no means the
leunt, instslmenta of the current sarlal, < A Daughter of Bohe-

mia,” by Christian Reid; and several very readable tales and

sketches. Notable among the latter arec « A Mad World, My
Masters,” # Paper Money in Japan,”. st Art Patronage in Cuha,”
“ The Duke and Dochess de Berrl,” A Summer Tour In High
Latitudes,” and a paper on Jules Janin, accompanied by a [or-
- traft of the veteran critic.
a high reputation for the quallty us well as quantity of the liter-
ary pasture oflered in it pages, and recent numbers are far from
showing any falling off : R

Appleton's Journal has always borme -

Bhess,
R Jtie imposeshle far ua to anscer letters by mail. (Fames, Prodlems,
Solutions, f-c,, forwarded are alicays weleome, and receive due attention,
but wee trust that our correspondents 1will consider the various demanda

wpon our time, and accept as answers the necassarily brief replies through
aur ¢ column.” C

CHESS NOTATION.
To the Kditor of the CANADIAN 1LLUSTRATRD NEWS &
Cuar orrsrows. P. E. Island, Nov. 11 1873.

Sir,—I bog leavo through the medium of your Chess Column to offer
what I believeito be an improvement onthe common systoin of Notation
which. for simplicity and cloarness, loaves nothing to be dosired. The
principal pioces snd their files, reckoning from the Queen’s Rook side,
are oxpressed by the first eis'ht eapitals of the slphabet, and their
Pawns -respectively by the ‘correaponding small letters. The ranks
boing numbered in'the usual way, commencing frem the player’s side
of the bourd, thus combining the principles of the various systoms used
here. and in differont parts, but simplifiedlin this respect: that oach
maove reqaires but three characters tooxpross it; tho first standing for
thoe Pewn or piece moved, the second and third for the file aad tank of
the rquarc on which it is to bo placed, the word *to" or **at” being
mentally supplied according to whether a game or a position is to be
reconlo&. thus e E 4 is road King's Pawn to (or at) King's 4th square.
Cnstling is oxprossed by E 10, or B A 0, according as it is done with
the King’s Rook or the Queen’s.* Whon a Pawn, ou being advanced
to the oppbsite side of the board, is exchanged for » Queon or other
plece, the letter expeessing the pieco claimod is put in place of tho §,
which is necossarily iwmplied; thusb B D is read as * ({ueon'.« Knight's
Pawn to Queen’s Knight's $th becomin, neon.” \When a piace is
taken, it may be exprossed by plneinﬁ or the move tho lotter repre-
senting the piece captared, thus G D 4, B, signifies Kings Knight to
Queen's 4th square. takiog Quoen's Kaight: ¢ ¥ D, H, is King’s Pawn
to King's Bishop's $th square. taking King's Rodk and becoming n
Queen: x is added whon check is given, and if desired xx may bo put
fur double check. xii for double check, m for mnate, s for stalerante, Xo.,
but these abbreviations are not by any means necessary.

In playing a game by correspondence there is no ocossion to expross
tho taking of pieces or the giving of check, as these coutingencies of
the game are necessarily impliod 23 the result of the moves thomselves.
but it would be requisite to 8xpross the Pawns bi' numbory instoad of
letters, there being no distination between smalls and capitals in the
telegraphic code. .

By way of illustration. I here transcribo, in the proposed Notation,
the game won by Mr. Blackburne, and g\‘lblished in i’our last number
{Nov. Sth), so that the advantages of the system will be readily seen
and acknowledged on comnparison.

White.—Mr. — | Riack.—Mr. B. White.~Mr, —, | Black.—M,. B’

1 e B.4 1.0.E. ¢ v ALDL D 1% D.D.3

2 G.F.3 2. B.C.3 P13 Gl H.2 15 C.H.&h

3 F. G4 LFC 4 P14 GBS F. LCGTg

4. E.H.0 1. G.F.3 i 15.E.G.%C. 18 B.F.5(x)
5.d. D3 5.d.D.3 I 16 K. .1 16. a. B. 3,

5 ho 1.3 % B:E.2 | InLLF.3 TG IL Y

5 C. G5 7. 6. C. 3 ;18 H.F.2 18. Q. Q.8 ()
SRS 5. F.B.3 !0l Bl g1 9. D. H.é

9. B.C.3 9.B.G.3 | M d.D.{ 2. D. G, T, (x)
10, D. D. 2 WG ES | A HGLD.  Z.BHémate
1. F. B.3 1, E. H.o

* The cypher iz added for the sake of uniformity, and also to show
that no other number has been inadvertently omitted.

T. J. LEEMING.

REVIEW QF CHOICE GAMES.
In the follawing gatne White gives the odds of his Quoen’s Rook,
(Remove White's Quesn’s Rook.)
Whete—Mr. Selkirk. Blnek~Mr.J. C. R.

1. Pto K 4th . Po K 4th
2. Ktto K B 3ed 2 Kt1oQ B 3rd

3. BtoQ B tth 3. BtoQ B 4th
4. Castles 4. Kt w K B 3rd
5 PtoQ 4th 3, P takes P (a)
AP 1o B Ay - & P Q4th

7. P takes Kt 7. Ptakes )

5. Rk snceh 8. Bto K 3rd

2. Ktto K Kt Asth @ Qto Q{th
1. KtwQ B3r 10, Qto k B dth
11, Pto K Kt #1h 11, Q takes doubled P
12. Kt to Q 5th 12.QtoQ s

13, K takes Beh 13, Pakes R
M. K KttakesK P 14, Q to Q 2nd
15, Qo K 2ad 15 B to K Znd
18, ) Kt takes P ch 1%, K to B 2nd
1. Qtakex QB P 17, Kito K 4th
IS Qreq Kidrd 18 K to B 3rd
19, Pto R Ktstheh 19, K to Kt 3rd
M Puw K Bdth 9. Kt Q B3rd
21, P o K B5theh (b)) 21, K takes ¥
2. Qi Q3rdch 2% K to Kt bth
3. QR thch 22 K 1o K #th
4. Ptos K R ith {¢} 24, PtoK Rgrd
4, ({ ta K B irdeh 2, K to Kt 3rd
2, Pro K Ritheh 26, K to R 2nd
2i. P to K Kt fth eh Zi. K Ktrq

N, Q0 K B 7th mate. .
{71 B takes P leads to amuch safar line of defunce.
made gives Nhitea very powerful attack.
{#)} The attack is woll sastained by Mr. Selkirk.

K ‘(-‘gtf)vcrlooking. apparontly, the ohvious mate on the move with the
night.

The move

PROBLEM No. 107,
By Mr. Chau. H. Wheeler, Chicago.
BLACK.

yrty
%,
S,

| WHITR.. -
‘White to play and mate in threo movea.

BoLuTion or ProsuLru. No, 105.

'l‘ Wlﬁl;\. 5th'ch . Black,
. Qto K KtSthe 1. K toQ 5th
’;’. %takau Kt 2K u&o« B

’quﬂbthmnw i
3. Q. to B 4th mate: Ul

‘3. Q. to B 5th mata.

3

2. K. takes Kt
2. Apy other movo.

~and will there prosduee his o Winderiog Helr,™

S oWy

——

g\;c-x audl Liternture,

Eruest Foydoan, the French littératenr, 1 dend,

Mr. Edmund Yates is about to writo nnew tale, «
ing Sword,” for a comlic weekly. « " The Tmpona.

Tho United Rtutos alone has 5,871 journals ang periody
while all the rest of the world has but 7,843, Cals,

A work has just been published, from the pen or Mrx
Wilkes, under the title of «Iroland, Ur of the Chaldens.”

General Garihald! 18 satd to be writing an eple pg
Thousand of Maruiat 1t is to he published by sul

M. Gustave Dord has commenced to illustrate
first choosing for his penell “ A Midsummer Night's
“ Macheth.,”

The author of * John lialifax, Gentleman,” who hax
somo time appeared before the public 4s a novelis
completed a new domestic love story, entitlod « My
I, which will appenr immediately in Good Wonds,

The posthumous work of; the German dramntist Bonadiy
Shakespearomanie, which {8 directed sagainst the admiration o
Shakespeare prevalent in Giermany, 8 announced for I
tion,

Tho Viennese seom doomed to mixfortune. It has jusy 1,
discovered that the streot frontage over the Joors of the xpze,,;m
cathedral of St. Stephen’s 18 entirely crumbling AWNY. The
tower Is already an permnneut erutchies, and deeay seerns poy
1o be spreading over the whole church.

Mr. Hepworth Dixon has enrolled himself n the nehle order
of lecturers, and will embark for Amerien In Janunry
us from the platform what his notlons are abouy «
Impertallsm * amd » Spautsh Republieanfsm.”
hay a few short contracts out ot the Iatter,
as rapldly &8 the pante will permit,

A fragiment of the Vendome Column, weighlng ahout FINTY
has been on exhibitlon at Now 381, Brondway, Naow Yark r”;
some time.  An atinehd of the French genornd consulate rwrv'
demanded that the débris be returned to the French (mx:crn.
ment, to whom It belonged.  The request wnt comjpdien with
and the Vendome fragment promptly delivered o the clsmxmnz'

The Jeussh Chronicle belleves that the Assyrinn )'L‘(pﬁlng.'.y;
undertaken last year at the expense of the Daily Telegrp, nnfi
uader the direction of Mr. Guorge Smith, is 10 be resumed by thy
British Museum authorities. The expedition was 1o have {(,m
ed ina fow days. Mr Smlh will agatn direct the movements.
and Mr. Joseph Panck, the Euastern traveller, wijl again aconm.
pany him as dragoman.

The MM, de Rothschild have just muade to the Administration
of the Fine Arts, Parts, a valuable present, consisting of columans
atatues, and bag.reliofs coming frony the ruins of n tomple .1.3.11:
cated to Apalio Didymus, diseovered fn the neighbourhoe] of
Miloto {Anatolia), in the course of excavations made for wme
Fears past at the cost of these gentiemnen,  These relics of anti.
quity will be placed in the Maste des Antiques at the Loaven,
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Jananschek is in the West,
Pattl has lefi Parts for Vienna,
Nitesan returas to Londou in May,
¢ L Oncle Sam ™ was given at the Paris Vaudevilio on the Wy
st
Marie Monbelil, the stoger, (K about to be married tathe frenel
Goeneral Batatily
Miss Bateman has been acting In Eogland In w new play by
Tom Tayior, enlled « Bitter Fruil,”
A new prima donna, MdHe Withelminn Rash, has made har
début successfully at St Petemstinmg,
Mr. Edwin Adams appeared on Monday  at
Theatre, Now York, as Enoch Anten,

1hiee Falympnia
Lhe nympl

Princess’s, Iondon, on the 15th prox.

A resuscitation of one of the grost dramax of the Rarrisre »
Plouvier is spoken of for the Odton-L'dnge de Mt

Edwin Booth mmie his appearance as Olhelln st
Thentre on Monday last.
next.

Salvint opetied st the Baston Theatre on Monday, aml acted
during the week Samson, Satlivan, Othello, Conrad. and
Hamiet. )

It is reported that both Mdme Lemmens-Sherrington aml
Miss Fadith Wynne will retire from professional Hfe after the
next keaso,

My, Jefferson will act in the ald comedins, when he playe in
Baltimore, early tn December, e will be seen ax Dir, Pangioss
and as lob Acres,

At the Olymple, a tovelty, likely ta ba very popular, is @ be
produced. It & A transiation of Le Maringe de Figare, of Beau-
marchals, by Mr. James Mortimer,

It s & curious fact that the plece performed at the last rapee.
santation st the Opara House——that of Monday.--.wag the o,
phéte, which ends with a conttagration.

It 14 rumoured- that Mdme Pattl intends singing at the
o Lohengrin durtng her Ameriean toor, and that she has boen
studying the part of Elsu {rom the arigiont Goermau,

M. Charles TLecoey, tha composer of »La Fille ¢ Madam»
Apgot,” 18 writing A new opera-bonfle, o Girafle-Glirmia,' o b
produced this winter at the Brussels Fantalsles-Paristennes

“The School for Scandal”™ has been withdreawss from the
Vaudeville Theatre, Lotslon, after oo run of 104 nights, A the
Haymarket Mr. Huckstone opens the senson withh the same
play.

Mr. Charles Reade has takan the uean's Thentre, London,
This pieee Jus
heen done at Liverpool, with Mrs, John Wosd in an important
part.

Mdile Albani made her dibut at St Peierabnrg on HDetober 13
{the Grand Duke Constantine being among the andience), id
Bellini's « L Sonnambula,” rnd hetug ix splendi! volee she won
a most anthinslastic weleome,

The Musical Standard gives curreney to a statement that lhf'.
late Louis Drouet, the flute player, was the real composer of
#Partant pour la 8yrie,” which is usually attributed to Queen
Hortense, in whose amploy he was.

Mdme Ristort han commapneced s short season at the Alexandra
Thentrs, Liverpool, previous to her departure for Ttaly, and plays
in"succession  Marie Antolnette, Tuerezin Borgia, Mary Stnart,
Roneé of France, and Medon, 8he will also play the sleep.walk:

Fawith's
He appears at Now Haven on Monday

Ing seene (in English) from + Macbeth,”

- Miss Emma’ Abbott, formerly the soprano of Rev, Dr. Chapin™

cholr, (s in Europs . pursalbg hor musieal studies, and has re
cetved an offer from Pattl to sing in Mr, Mapleson’s [ondon senson,
The success of Miss ALbotl has been  predicted by Kellosk
Nilsson, Parepn.Rosn, Santley, und others,

A novel and interesting drninn. wilt shortly be produced at tha
Paris Ronaissance Theatre. Ut ix entitled « The Curé of Ssutd
Oruz, or the Spanish Insurrection,” and {8 written by the&panish
‘correspondont of the Patrie, who was made prisoner by the re-
nowned curf, - On events of which ho was an eye-witness durtng

imprisonmaent, he has founded a highly aeusntional plece.




