(Continued from page 11.)

paralysed every nerve in my body, aud held
me spell-bound while the scene lasted.

That which 1 had thought wias u bundle,
was transformed inte a woman!  Yes, a
woman, lovely as an angel, was kueeling
there in the moontight, her white wrapper,
one sleeve of which was partly torn off, giving
a glimpse of a rounded arm and shoulder,
which shamed the bright moonlight in their
purity and freshness, tloating loosely around
her; and her brigat, golden hair huog inrich
masses over her neck and shoulders, ax with
hands clasped in anguish she tursed her blue
eyes sorrowfully and besecchingly up to the
stern figure at her side. Did T sav sarrow-
fully 2 That is not the word. The agony
depieted on her face has hauvoted me ever
since. It was not expressive of bedily pain
or fear ; it was ruther the dumb, unutterable
auguish caused by mental self-aceunsation, to
which bodily pain would even be a welcome
relief.

Her lips moved as if in prayer; but the man
made no sign, except that he still pointed
silently and sternly to a small locket, which
was fastencd by a narrow plece ol velvet
arouad her slender neck,

With trembling hands she obeyed the silent
command, and stirinkingly gave it to her
companion, He opened it, and then came
over his face a change, s0 ~wift and terrible,
that the woman gave a slight shriek, then
buried her face in ber hands and sobbed con-
vulsively.

With what I could tell was a heavy curse,
although no sound issued from his lips, he
dashed the locket on the ground, seized the
woman by her Bair, jerked her head roughly
back with his left band, and as the aw{ul
smile deepened on his face, 1 saw the right
hand—something glittered in it s it went up
—raised quick as lightaing., 1 kuew what
was coming, and frantically strnguled to get
ot that inferust bed. Oh God! wo latet 1
heard a dull, cruel thud and pierciog shrick ;
and while the Lright red heart's-blood welled
out over her pure white bosom, she <ank re-
cumbent on the deor. And at this juucture 1
must  have swooned away, for I remember
nothionyg tarther.

When 1 recovered consciousness, the sun
was shining brighdy through the window, the
birds were warbling their moruing hymns of
praise to the Great Creator, and not a trace
remained of the trazedy 1 had wituessed dur-
ing the nicht.

With a feeliugof relief T sprang out of beid ;
but the terrible drama 1 had witoessed in my
sleep of the preceding night still huong like a
shadow over my mind, and caused me. before
I had tiniched dressing, to fall into a fit of
the bLluest blues. This depression of sairit
was not alleviated when, chancing to look at
wy wrists before going down stalrs, T discern-
vd on each of thew a faint, livid cirelet, such
as the pressure from cords would leave , taken
iection with my helplesspess, while
the dream tragedy was being perpetrated, this
made the matter tmore inexplicable.  Was it
simply a hideous nizbtmare ? Then what
produced those marks npon wy wrists?  iad
I really been a witness of @ horrid and brotal
miurder? Then where were the traces of it?
It was wildly improbable, nay, it was impos-
sible, that nothing should have been left, and
every trace removed from the roou, if the
tragic event had really taken place. [ was
fairly puzzled; and in my anxiety to leave
the room and its memory bebind wme, forgzot
the examination of the carvings ow the old
oak burcaw, which 1 had promised myself to
make in the morning, betore retiring to rest
ou the night previons. Going downstairs, I
found Masou and his wife just commencing
their morning meal. I sat down at the talie,
but could not vat anything My depression
and loss of appetite was soon noticed by the
kind-hearted land’ord.  He pressed me for the
reason, but dreead of his kiudly ridicule kept
me silent as to the real cause, and for want of
abetter, 1 guve as an explanation that the ok
bureau being in the room for the first time:
since T bad slept init, 1 bad not rested pro-
perly, and loss of rest had been followed by
loss of appetite. It was a bad reason, and
wurse logic, but it was the first excuse that
came into my head, and its limsiness was not
naticed by eitber Mason or his wife, ¢ will
have it removed,” said he, * by to-night ; but
w5 there is o curious tale connected with it,
puerbaps it may do you good if | relate the
story to you.”

I at once gladly assented; and the table
having been clearcd, Mason began thus:

4 At Ouk Lodye, sbout two miles from here,
there lived some five years ago one Mr.
Holmes, a man of morose, retiring disposition,
aud not at all liked by the people in the
neighbourhood  This dislike was fostered Ly
8 report which got spread abont, that he
treated his young wife, whom he had brought
with him when he came to live at the Lodge
some months Lefore, very wnkiondly. It was
nothing more than a runour, and no evideoce
had ever been bronght forward to show that
such was the case; still this one (as all idle
rumours do) gained ground steadily, and in
course of time the owner of Onk Leodge hind
the adjrctive ¢ Black’ prefixed w his surname
whenever By wag spoken of by the villagers,

« Black Holmes, to call him by his p'opul:\‘r
title, did not seem much affectod by his ovil
repute among the neighbours.  He still
secluded himself within his own house, stili
went upon mysterious journeys for a wcuk'(n'
a fortnight at a time, was persistently © Not
at home” when any one ventured tocall upon
him at the Lodge, and, according to pop}llnr
beliet, still maltreated Lis wife; an idea
which was strengthened by the fact that
simultancously with the message brought
down that Mr. Holmes was out, it was invar-
ably added that Mrs. Holwes was serivusly
indisposed.

« But the villagers soou had another cause
for wonder. ‘There lived at an uld-fas_hionvd
house, just outside of Cairo, & certain Mr.
Frauk Leslic, 2 man of middle aze, bandsome,
open-heart: d, and good-natured to u fault
easily led astray, and in his young days sup-
posed to have been dissipated wa degree, .l
say supposed, because little was known of his
past life, for he had et home in high dudgeon
with his father and mother, and the reports
which afterwards came to their ears concern-
ing his mode of life, bad materially shortened
the days of their pilgrimage towards that
bourne from whetice no traveller returns.

« On the deaths of his father and mother,
events which happened within a few short
weeks of each other. Frank returned to the
old house at home,  This wasabout {our years
after Mr. Helmes had settled at Oak Lodge,

4 Any one kuowing the two men and the
diversity of their dispositions, would think
pothing wote tnlikely than that there should
ever be even a semblance of cordiality on
cither side,  Yet, strangely enough, a friend-
ship sprang up between them which, so far
as i3 known, was never interrupted.

s Matters continued thus for about  three
months, when it began to be whispered about
that Leslic's frieadship was rather tfor the
wife than the husband, and that though the
intimacy between the men still continued on
the same footing, that Holmes had been heard
10 utter threats agsinst seme one, and as
Leslie was his only intimate, it was shrewdly
cosjectured that he was the one denounced.

o As time went on, Leslie's visits to the

Lodge grow more freqeent,and were generally
timed to take place while Bluck Holmes was
supposed to be away : though whether he was
really absent there iy, in my wmind, room for
great doubt.
w Que morting the news spread like wildfire
through the village that Black Holmes bad
left the Ludge, and ud otie Knew
whither, taking, a8 was supposed, bis wiie
with him. People had Bardly got over the
excitement of that event, when it was whis-
pered abroad (originated by oue of hix ser-
vants, no Jdoubt,) that Lesle bad wot becn
bome for two davs and bichts, and as the
third day grew on and he did not appear, his
friends became anxious : for he was always a
favourite in spite of his faults. and the ex-
citement culminated when a labourer came
buere with Frank's hat, which he had fonnd
Iving on the outskirts of the little fr planta-
tion, which is situated on the north side of
the Lruigx:.

A search party was organized ; and in a
dark, stagnant posl, in the midst of the plan.
tation, th found the body of poor Frank.
They drew the remsius to the bauk, and faid
thet on the soft brown carpet of dead branches,
fallen from  the melsocholy  firs. There
were no marks of violence on the body, with
the exception of a livid mark rous:! each
wrist, asif caused by o ligature of sowme kind.™

fHlere [ could not hetp shuddering violent-
1y, as my vyes fell npon the discolunred marks

KLolie

on my  wriste, which had not disappeared
even then. Mason perceived wy agitation,

and enqgquired the cause; but [ assured him it
wis nothing, and cutrested him to provecd.
He then vontinued (—

#The budy was fully dressed when found,
but the clothes were o disorder, as if put on
hastily, and the face wore an expression
whivh even the glimy waters of the pool hind
not been able to obliterate, amd which all
noticed : an expreszion of deadly horror, ss it
hiee had et his fearful death while tryvine to
flee from some sight, which had overwhelmed
bim with its dreadtul reality,

YA coroner's inguest was held, and o ver-
dict of accidental death returned, mueh tothe
dissatisfaction of some in the neighbourhood,
who maintain to this day that Frank et hig
death  at the hands of Black Holmes; but
there was no proot of this; as far a3 anyone
knew they were friends up to the time of his
death, and the threats of violenee turned out
to be greatly exaggerated ; in fuct, in most
instances, conld not be traced to Holwes
at all,

ST he Lodge was shut up for some time, and
last week Lawyer Black received instractions
from Holmes, duted from Milan, to gell the
house and fueniture, with the exception of the
Oak chest which is in your room; Mr. Black
received special instructions to send that to
Holmes' addeees by the tivst stearaer, so it will
go from here on Monday vext. | don't know
why he should want & thing lke that sent
such a distance to him ; but it is an heirloom,
or somithinme of that sort, I suppose.”

The horrible truth had been gradually
dawning upon me; ag Mason procecded with
his anrrative, abd wostrunge fmpulse moved
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me a5 he finished to stand up and say solemn-
ly to him :—

i Mason, as God is wmy judge, that chest
contains the evidence of a foul and barbarous
murder 1"

I could see that he thought 1 had turned
lunatic suddenly ; but as [ related my dream
to him, I perceived that he was gradually
being converted to my opinion ; and when 1
had coucluded he was of as strong an opinion
as myself that the chest should be openad. 1t
was a ticklish thing to do, and at fiest it was
promptly negatived by Mr, Black, to whom
Masou applicd ; but I was so positive on the
watter, and the two persons 1 had seen in my
dream tallied s0 exactly with the descriptions
of Mr. and Mrs, Holmues, that at Tast the law-
yer consented.  Bat there was another dith-
culty: there was no key.  ‘T'his was obviated
by getting the tock picked ; and there, as the
Hd was opened in the presence of numerous
witnesses, wis seen the plain evidence of an
atrocious murder, T'o make my story short,
within the chest the body, or rather the ro-
mains, of & woman in her night-dress, was
huddied,  The haft of a bone-handled duguer
protruded from what had once been her Yov-
ing, throbbing bosom ; and her long ycllow
hair, still clinging to the shrunken  scalp,
floated over the form, which by s cruel hand

had been stricken down in the prime  of
health, hope and love.
The remains were identified by several

present as having once been Mrs. Holmes
and in a small battered gold locket, found
Iying under her bead in the chest, was a like-
ness of Frank Leslie,

The nuthorities were communicated with,
and a detective despatched with the necessary
ppers to the address that Holmes had givea.
He was found and brought to the spot where
the supposed crime had beeo committed, My
time did not admit of my staying longer ut
Cairo { but soon after my return to Moutreal,
I received aletter from Masou, by which it
appenrs that the detective, taking my  vistou
for his cue, so worked upon Hoiwes' fear that
there wWas n wittiss to his guilt, that be made
a full coutession. The details agreed sub-
stantially with what 1 xaw in my dream, aud
[ must, by some supernatural ag-ney, have,

during  the vision, taken the place which
Leslie ocvupied on the nigut of the read

tragedy.

Holmus was scntenced to desth, bat cheated
the hangman by taking poison in bis coll,
How he procured it is not knewn: he pro.
bably had it scereted somewhere on his per-
son at the time of his arrest.

To conclude, they say that desd persons tetl
o tles. '"Tis true, perhaps, iu the strict
seuse of the words: but furtunately for ua,
there ace other wiys teside that of the dead
spesking, by which, surely st certanly, mur-
der will out,
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the most dextrans priest,
auttoritative pontith,™  Heotng the sick Le e
warded s wWornan's specind miselon, He albded
B Lhie date Meo ML romarcking hosw the philos-
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The foliowing rire bit is fram the Nafvrdoy
Ervening Post: Weé shall never fosge: thal oven-
trie wee spent al Magroder's years aga. We el
ppdiried Miss Mawerudor, d we wont arotined (o
see hers TUwas smnamer tme, and anoonstigh,
il she sat wpon the pinzzac Tie carpentor
hid been there that day glulog up the rustie
chalr on the porch, so we Wwok o sert o the
step in front o Miss Magrader, whare we conld
gaze 1010 her eyesamd Jdrink in her stailes, It
gegms probable that the earpenter must have
upset his give polon the st where we sil, for
after enjoying Misy Maweuder's renuscrks for o
couple of hours, and drinking several of ey
smiles, we tried 1o rise for Wie purpose of golng
homie, hut fournd that we were Immovably fixed
ta the stepe Then Mixe Magroder sald 0o Dan't
bHe in o huarey,” wnd we totd e we Lelieved we
wouldn't, The conversation had o sadder tone
after that, and we sat there thiunking whether
it would be better o ask  Miss Magruder 1o
withdraw while we disrobed and went bome
i fighiand eostime, or whethoer wi sheuld
urge her o warm g the poker, or whethor we
should give one terrifle wrench and then rumn-
bie down the yard backward,  About miduoight
Miss Magruder yawned, and sald she bolioved
she wonlil go to bed, Then we suddenly wsked
her if she thought bor father woulit have any
abjection to leading us his front steps for o fow
days, beonse wo wanted 1o take them homne
for a pattern,  We think Miss Magender mast
have entertalned doubts of our sanity, for she
runhed in, called her father, and serearned,
Muagruder came down with o domble-barreifed
gun, Then we axplained the sftuation inn
whisper, and he procured nosaw soed eat ont the
plece of step to whilch we were attuched, Then
we went home wearfng the patel, and before
two o'clock. crushed out our youug love for
Miss Magruder. We never cafled aguan, and
shiee threw hersell away, on aodry goods man,
There {8 a melanch nly satisfactlon in recaliing
thewe memorier of youth, nnd retlecting upon
the Influence of glue upoa the cinotions of tha
human heart,

Those who use Colby’s Pills recomumend thei
to their riends,
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g™ Nolutions to problems sent in by Corres-
pondeats will be duly acknareledved.

TO CORREIPONDENTS.

Correet solutiom of Problua Noo St received trom
. E. C., Montreal.

A lively skicmish during the first Cunadian Chess
Congress in Humilto
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The foilowing doo stratagem apjenred some thue
Sryv s thie Lhisd Playre's Chranccie:
PROVLEM No. 5T,

By 00000 B Uherrnaan, Toronto.
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White to play ard tnate in throo maves,

Extiva No, 27,

Frow Ball’e * Lite tu Loudan,™)
White, . at Koo Baat KR s, aml KL 4th,
Black.ooI.at KoK ath Poat Ko KL Sth,

White to play aud wate in threo mwoves,
Entaua Nao, o,
By ‘I C., Torunto.

White.~ K. at 4. Kt 5ty Regat Ko osqe and QB 6k,
Bt WS Peoat I Kdth, @ Ttha Q0 B
2ody nod 13 Kt 2od )

Black.~K. at K- dth, B, at K, R, 5th. Kt at K, Kt
th Pa, o at Ko IS, drd, KL B Sth, Q. sth, and

lf._ Kt hth,

White to play and mnte tn threo oves.

Sonurioy oF Prontes No. 85,

Whte, Bluck,
1. Boto Kt 8th 'oto Kt 4th
2P o Rosth (her's, KU P to KL 5th
B Kt KB Th N, to B.5th
4. Ko w s S5th dle, el e




