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England seems to have great confidence
in this, her fuvorite punaces, for all our
ills even yet; so she is very fond of re-
peating the dose.

Yocal - committees were appointed
throughout the country for the manrge-
ment and distribution of public money—
-grants, rates, and the like. Useless public
works were fast setling in.  Of course
Lord Clearall was the manager of onc of
these committees. - Mr. Ellis had a grist-
mill near the village. There was a small
private house adjoining ; in this the com-
mittee  held theiv deliberations. liord
Clearall was in the chair, “Several of the
neighboring gentry and vespectable rate
payers were also present,

“«Lhave,” said his lordship, ¢ got about
a thousand pounds, which we are to spend
on some public work, such as levelling &
hil}, or filling up a hollow, or the like;
now, this will give n great deal of emplo_\‘-
ment, and I hope it's only the forerunner
of more. We have now to select what
work -we will commence at—our sclec-
tions, of course, to be approved of by the
Board of Works ; but this is a mere matter
of form, as one of the commissioners is
any pnrtlculﬂr friend.”

#1 think, my lord, there is no w otk
mote necessary than to level Kuockcomg
hill ; it is almost impassable it is so steep,
and it is a regular thoroughfure to the vil-
lage .

<1 think s0, too, Mr. Ellis” said his
lordshlp “ but, thcn we must take the
apinious ‘of these gcntlemcn—whnt do you

" say, gentlemen 7"

Now, ag all the gentlemen present were
‘more or less dependent on bis Jordship for
favors, patronage, and the like, it was not
reasonable to expect that the) would
oppose him, though they well knew that
the levelling of ‘Knockcorrig' was of no
earthly benefit to any one gave to his
lordship and Mr. Ellig, for it wason the
read to hislordsbip's residence and to
Mr. Ellis's mills, so they all bowed their
assent.

“ Will ye agree to that, gentlemen 77

“Yes, my lord

« \’ow we have to nominate a pay-

master, overseer, and clerk ; as there must |

bea grcnt deal of money mtrusted to the
pay-master, he must be a person well
secured ; I think Mr, Ellis would he a
‘very fit person I will be his security.”
They al}, of course, nodded assent.,
“What's the salnr), my lord 7 asked a
brokendown gentleman, that npected it

" for himself.
¢ Why, I can’t exactly say ,perlmpx ten |

pounds a 'weck.)?
- ¢ Oh! my lord,” groaned the other,
T think we should also nominate Mr,

Pembert and Mr, Durkem as overseer and |-

clerk ; their wages are low; one has but
tlnrty shillings a weck the. other &
pound.” - S

There w ns a'nod of agsent, followed by

a stifled groan of disappointment from
the members, -

“There will be, several other clerks
und gaugers wanted ; I shall be happy to
get appointed any. worthy person you
should recommend, gentlemen.”

There was a general | vote of thanks™ to
his lordship.

i Now we have {6 see about n house for
our meetings, and for giving oni-door
relief; I think (his a very suitable one,
indeed,” and lis lordship looked about
the comforlabie room, with its blazing
five.”

. The others thought so teo.

« Now, Mr. Ellir, what might be  the
rent of this 7"

« Oh | whatever your lordship choose.”

ttNol no! I haven't the seleetion jname
your rent, for thcsc gentlemen * to con-
sider ?"

« Wounld ten shillings & week be too
much, my Idrd 7 said Mr. Ellis, with the
air of one making a great saerifice for tise
cause of humanity .

tReally T think not, considering its
appearance and uscfulness J? said his lord-
ship.

ttWould net' a cheaper house do?”
timidly suggested - one of the committee.
«T merely ask it for information’s sake,
ray lord,” said he, correcting himseif,

¢ Well, perhaps g0, said his lordship ;
# but then, where is the great saving ina
few shillings a week ; besides, look at the
comfort of this house, and the safety. of
having it so near the mills, within a eall
of the police ; you know such houses have
been attacked already.”

# We ngree with you, my lord,”” said the
others.

A vast crowd of half-starved, half-
naked wrelches were collected outside the
door, waiting the issue of the meeting.
Some were living skeletons, tottering with
disease and weakness. . Some looked like
scarecrows, dressed up in rags, and moved
by some inward machinery.

«wArrah ! shure it would Le dacenter for |

ye to kill us intirely,” said a wretched-
logking woman, crouched beside n wall,
with a child at her breast.

« Thrue for you, Peg,” said another =
fgorrn o morsel I ate these two dnyq but
turnip-tops and cabbage, and there is Jnck
dying with me at bome,”

#“Lord help us,” said another; “they
are the ferrible txmes intirely.?

#I haven't a bit nor a sup, nor n spnrk
to warm: myself and "~ my four chxldrcn,
said nnothcr poor wretch.

« Will we bear to be stharved thxs way T
said the men : ¢ ghure it's better for us te
be kilt at wanst, boys, ﬂﬂd out poor m\ s,
and the cluldcrs "o

‘#Letus throw down the house over
‘them: thcrc's mnlc 1n=1dc " shoutcd an-.
other, )

4 Arrah Fden't ye, said nnothcr thh (S
scornful lmuvh u ye’]l gct ‘a grcut denl



