
THE HARP.

England seeins te have great conifidence
in this, her favorite panneeii, for LI our
ills even yet ; se she is very fond of re-
peating the dose.

Local , committees were appointed
throughont the country for the manage-
ment and distribution of public money-
grants, rates, and the like. Useless public
works were fast setting in. Of course
Lord Clearill was the manager of one of
these commiîttees. Mr. Ellis hait a grist-
ill near the village. There was a sinall
private house adjoining ; in this the coin-
mitte held their deliberations. Lord
Clenrall wvas in the chair. Several of the
neiglihboring gentry and respectable rate
payers were also present.

I iave,'" said lis lordship, 91 got about
a tbousand pounds, which we ire te spend
on some publie work, such as levelling a
bill, or filling up a hollow, or the like ;
now, this wiçll give a great deal of employ-
ment, and I hope it's only the forerunner
of more. We have now te select what
work we will commence at-our selec-
tions, of course, to be approved of by the
Board of Works ; but this is a mere matter
of form, as one of the commissioners is
.my particular frieid."

I thtink, miy lord, there is ne wrork
more necessary than to level Knockcorrig
bill ; it is ailmost impassable it is so steep
and it is a regular thorcughfare te the vil
lage."

I 1 think se, too, 3r. Ellis," said hi
lordship ; but, then, we must take th
opinions of these gentlecen--wliat doyo
say, gentlemen ?"

Noir, as all the gentlemen present wer
more or less dependent on bis lordship fo
favors, patronage, and the like, it was no
reasonable te expect that they woul
oppose him, though they w-ll kneiw tha
the levelling of KCnoekcorrig was of n
earthly benefit to any one Enve te hi
lordship and Mr. Ellis, for it was on th
rend te lis lordsbip's residence and t
Mkfr. Elliss millsso they all bowed thei
assent.

Will ye agree te that, gentlemen ?
Yes, my lord "

',Now, we bave to noisnate a pay
master, overseer, and clerk ; as there mus
be a great deal ofmoney intrusted to th
pay-master, lie must be a person wel
accured ; I think Mr, Ellis would le
vory fit pers'on ; I wili be his security."

They all, of course, nodded assent.
"What's the salary, my lord ?" asked

brokendown gentleman, that expected i
for himself.

etWhy, I can't exactly say ; perliaps te
pounds a week."

Oh ! ry lord," groaned the other.
9I think we should also nominate M

Pembert and Mr. Burkem as overseer an
clerk ; their wages are o0n ; one lias bu
thirty shillings a week, the other
pound."

There was a nodof assent, followed b

a stifled grenu of diEappointment fron
the iîeimbers. -

i 'Ter i ill b seeral otlier clerks
iid gaigers wanted ; I stil be liapliy te
get appointed nuiy worthy person you
should recoiiiiend, gentlemenî

There iras a generiil. vote of thanlks te
his lordship.

t Now we have t" set about a lieuse for
our meetings, and for giving oit-door
relief; f think thiis a very suitable oeu
indeed,' anld lis lordshilp looked about
the coifortable roon, iith its blazing
are.'

The others thouglt se tue.
I Now, Mr. Ellis, wliat iighit be tho

rent of this ?"
i Oh ti whatever your lordship choose."
1 No I no i Ihavei't the selection ; name

your renit, for these gentlemen' te con-
sider?"

C Woild tenl shillings a veek be too
much, my 14rl 1" said hIr. Ellis, with the
air of one making a greaît sacrifice for the
cause of humanity.

ili ally I think net, considering itC
appearance and usefulness," said his lord-
islip.

9 Would net a ceaper lieuse lo ?"
tinidly suggested one of the coiinittee.
Ir uicrely ask it for iîforinatioi's eake,

roi lord,'' sat lie, correctiug Iiiincoif.
ci W,-1l, perialis se," said lis lerdsliip
hut fi en, vrliere is tlîo groat Faving ina

s foiv shillings ai wcelz ; hesides, look nt the
e coinfort of tlîts lieuse, aîîd the snfety, of
il hnring its li euir tlie iitlls, icitîsiu a enl

ef the police ; yen linon' siil loiuses biave
e becu attcscked ahrendy."1
r tg IWc agrec %vitl yen, îny lord,'' 1 aid tho,
t otieïrs.
d A i-ast ,:roîrd ef half-stairvc, liaIt-
t nated irtehes were eollected oîitside flic
o door, waîttng tlîe issue et tlîc meeting.
s Soinie re liv-ing skeletoils, totteriîîg itt
* disease ant vealmess. Soule lookcd lilçC
*s scarecroirs, drcssed up lu rags, îîîd mioui
r hy oene inmward machinery.

il Arrali ! sliîrc il, moiild hc tseuter fer-
yc to kilt uis ittrcly,"1 salît a mretelicd-
looking womnan, cronclied beside a luill,

-with a rlîtld at, lier brcast.
t 'lI'hrsie for yoii, Peg," salît aietiier
o 19serra a asorsél I afe these tsio days bnt
1 turnip-tops and cabhage, ni there is Jack-
a dytîîg vtl mie at hiome(."1

iLord biel p ls," raid anotier; tlicy
are the terrible tinies intirely2)

a 411 haven't a bit uier a slip, uer a s1înrk
t te i-ami i-self and m>ny four ebtîdlren,"'

satd nother piner urretel.
n ilWýilt we hear teo tharvefi this ivay ?il"

said tlîe recu : l shore its bettcr for us to
hoe kilt nt ivanst, boys, and euè poor mli-os,

r.and tlîcceiîtldcrs."1
CI i "Let lis throw doivn tlc lieuse over
t "tbem- there's mie iîîaidc," sheutod'i--
a other.

Arrah. V don' t y, said anoth'er uriVu ýa
il sèoruful laiigîi ;.ye'iI get a great>dent


