_his soul is filled.

" LITERATURE, OF NORTHERN EUROLE.

in no ways diméult.- Innumerable annlogics re-

milfd us that this show of sensible ohjm.iS which’
-we call nature is intended as o training=n._ dlscl-
“pline.” The flowers ever turning towar (ls the sun,’
and exhaling, at mornand eve, the incense -of o
nute thnnks"um the fidelity. and fortitude of
the lower n.mnmls. the symmetry and order every-
where' apparent, the continuul suceession of death-
and rennscence,—hinting, not obscurely, attho

. immortality of the soul : these. to the thoughtful,
tesch more: thun’ books.

There is something
thoughtful in Schubert's theory of an ascending’
‘metempsychosis. - ITe beholds in all things, from
the lowest upwards,” the vital principle continu-
ally moving on, step by step, to the highest de-
- gree ‘of pevfection. -Tn efteet, do not lhc mine-

“. rals, by their erystallisation, afford o mute pro-
“phecy of the coming vegetation 2 . The blossom

of /those flowers which botanists have termed
Tapilionncere, with. its wonderful assemblage of
reciprocal organs and functions, how' closely does
it resemble the: llm\cr-slnpcd insect from which
. ip. deives its nume ! - And the: “hnlc chain of
: mm'd life, from the mclc mu:culur vitality of the .
inscet upwards, how does it point, by its w onder-
ful instincts, almost by its rehenrsal of our muml ;
ffections nnd charitics, to the nppronch of some-
thing greater and better still—to (he fast-kindling
d'u\n ol’ hutnanity ! :
Bnt this may not be pnrsucd ﬁulhcr. | Ne t.lu:i-
is it necessary to insist at any length on the pe--
-culine”phasis which | the world of lcltors hag ns~-
-sumned, under the I’romethcm mﬂucnu: of the
‘Christian reh"mn. "It bears the impression of
:something mﬂmtcnnd cternnl It hath life in it:
it Is vitaly fariseeing, and prophcuc. To consti-
1ufc pnetry images are necessary.  Flowers, and
grm’es, and fountains sulliceil for the poets of pa-
ganism; ‘but to the profuiind -and: <p|rxtunhscd
Cllnslxnn the awful solitude of furests, the bound-
less ocean, and the starry sky, nrolmrdly sufficient
to express the etermt) nad mﬁmludo with which
Words“orr.h, Klopstock, De
Lamartine,—thesehnavesomethinginthem,greater

" than anything which hus emanated from tha wor-

nmy ln\ ¢ cntcrlmnod mth respccz to tlus mdn

shippers ‘of o fate-hound Jove. Tlow'vast and
n]l-comprehcndm" aro: their ideas! Thcy ¢
universnl as thn nir_we'bventhe.. They are nat:
Lommmts. or Gxeekﬁ, or Anfvlo-Cnthohcs, ‘but
prlests of n Catholic Chnstmmty . Theirs is that’
" benign ‘spirit of love, xhu.h, llkc the grcnt sun
xtsclf ‘shines equally on-ail,
:“In the first century, bcl‘orc Chrlst [ co]ony of
S\ cnr, or Swedes, under the conduct of their high
" ‘priest and. )cnlslutor, Odm, procecdcd from the *
north slope of the Cuucusus to” the Mroler Ln.ko .
in Swedcn. Whatever doubts Glbbon nnﬂ others i

,nate races.

wxlds, the silenice is brokén only by sngns “of ter-

duu.l I'rot‘cswr G\Luer seems clenrl_) to hme e
tablished the fact of his being n historienl por-
sonuge, . The Gotmu‘, or Gothis, n branch of the
powerful nation which had growh upon the south-
ern ghore of the Daltic, were ‘already seltled in
the land, and the nboriginal Lapps and Finns
receded rapidly before these two powerful cog-
L'he Swedes and Goths scem to have
existed together in Southern Sweden, for o length -
of tunc, in" peace and nnu(y-' but the former
mcmunll_y obtained the ascendaney. . Tn the third
"nnormlon from Qdin, oceurred the transition
from the pucstb to the military L]llll‘llclt‘l‘ in the
rulers of Sweden, ;

~.Among thecnuses of lhose manifuld voy: nwmgc L
which filled Europe with dismuay, is to be consi-
dered, not only the physical conformation of the
cotntry, so deeply indented with fiords or friths,
and muking some sort of navigation absolutely
necessary, but -also the gradual consolidation of
the km-d, power: According to tlic 1nvhuvsnwn,
the first blow was struck: it thc mxthoru) of the
‘numerous petty chiefs’ or kings during the rejgn’
Jof, Inginld, the Inst" of the sn od ; hnc of Oilin,
The b'lrl.m.ul) of the transaction is clmmutensuc
of the times. In"mld eaused six- of these sub-
Tings to be nmtcd to his fither's funcral banquet,
at which he made 'a- soleinn -vow to increase his
kingdom by one half i its size, towar s all the four
winds of hemen, or to die. " The same night he;
had them sum.\d and cauised lhon' bo bm-ned
nlu oA rcluluo of one of 1he \u.llms levied an’
urmy to ‘avenge him,’ ‘and mmhed n"‘mnsl 1lm
‘tyrant. Onlua approach, In"mld and his duunh-'
ter collected all their depeudent: set fire to their
pulace, and -perished in the flames, like the Sa-
guntines of old, with all their servants and pro=
perty. ' .

The island of Iceland "was discovered b_y
one of these fugitive jurls or chiels, and, half o
century lnter, Normandy was taken possession of
. by, another. -, But amidst ull the chunges which ’
aflected the Ianguage and poetic literatare of the
continental Goths, the Icelandic branch alone re-:
mained true to the original type : and here, up to-:
the subjection-of - the islanders by their -Norwe=-
ginn kinsmen, we behold a pure specimen of that
Ancient and parent Gothie. fmriil) to’ “hich' the
'lr.-mons and Seandinavinns stand érually reln!cd
“"The seenery of Iecland is, for the mest purt, ol‘
“nwild and fantastic dmrn(.!cr._ “Allis tom and ;.
convalsed : the island. itself seems to have been
crupted from the ocean-depths-by the expansive -
encrgies of fire. -Dark and precipitous consts
awall it in : ‘the interior is one vast desert—a tem-
.pestuous sea of hills—an uninhabited wilderness
of Inkes and voleanic mountains.” :In these awful;’




