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INTRODUCTION.

Ix the timid and anxious hop that this work may meet with
a favorable recoption, and that public indulgence iay extend to
the defects of a first essay, w ilake the liberty to premise a fev'
remarks explanatoryorthe feclingswhiich inspired the design, and'
cf the basis un which rest our expectations for encouragement.

Deeply interested in the honour of our country, and conscious
of lier claims to a great degrec of intelligence, our pride lias
been oftcn and severely wounded by the sarcastic remarks ofý
uninformed strangerz, on our defective cducation, our slight ac-
quaintance with literature-the total want oftastc and spirit Ovia-
ced in our Cities, and to ronder those galling reproaches unan-
swerable, they cite a fact-that in the Canadas there is not a
single Litcrary Journal, w-hilst the neighbouring states abound
with Periodical Publications, -devoted to ic gencral diffusion of
knowledge-although w-ce must admit tlie fact, we deny tlie infle-
rence-it is not from a deficiency Of taste or of talent, that lo
cal Literature is not duly encouraged ; but from a cause perhaps
as culpable though not so humiliating, to a supineness, which render
the reading community content, whilststr angers adininister totheir
demands for information, regardless of ail their own Country suf-
fers by this ready given preference to the industry and activity of
Foreigners, f<r we cannot cede to them a higher degree of supc-
iiörity. Theo::traordinary facility with which American WorLs


