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Photographic Notes

Notes uv & Puanmaciuricat. Camer.
1st.—1'hotography has but two periods—
session and season.  In the former all
good camerists meet together round lan-
ternsscreen and nicotintan shrine to criti-
ciceeach other's work from the past scason,
talk bad chemistry and, occasionally,
worse physics, and prophesy in regard to
the coming season.  Well, the session is
practically over now, and the 18935 season
has commenced.  “T'o many others in the
trade besides myself this means a fresh
period of pleasure and pecuniary profit.
1t would never do for the pharmacist to
speak of all his wares from personal ex-
perience ; but it is essential that the phar-
macist who deals in photographic goods
should know how to take a photograph,
and most of the tricks and touches which
help to make the photograph better than
nature and the lens will allow. 1 mam-
tain that amongst the best assistants to
the amateur photographer (whose fancics
the chemust particulasly cultivates) 1s the
retail chemist and druggist My object
is 10 help the latter, as far as 1 can, by
noting things that are new in the way of
apparatus and matenals —notions that are
new and of which no one person s the
individual repository ; therefore, Ishall be
glad if any phanmaceutical camerist will
communicate to me for publication in
this column idcas which he has found to
be usceful in cultivating the photographic
trade.  Perhaps, it may be an improved
formula for a developer. or what not : it
may be a duticuity solved, or which re-
squires whuum-—:m)lhm m shori, prac-
ueal and useful in photoy 'n-)hxc trade.

l.u.r) time { goto C'n.luhur) Iuyto
get goad plates of those rare old stained-
"hSS windows for which the cathedral is
nou.d and 1 have never been proud of
my success ; these is 50 much blur in the
plates from halation—that cternal bughear
which spoils many an otherwise perfect
pictme. It generally happens, too, that
e picxun.s sacficed to halation are
those which aie cannot coat with a com
posttion, because they are carricd in the
hand-camera. Once 1 was in tiat fix at
the top of Ben Nevis; hence T never show
myv picture of the intenior of the ohserva-
tory there. |, thesefore, welcome the ap.
pearance of anti-halation plates.  These
are made by R, W, Thomas & Co. (Lim-
ited), Thornton 1leath, aceornding 10 Oak-
ley's method, for which patent pratection
is asked. 1 tried these plates during the
Faster holidays, and the results are exe
cellent. My plan was 10 uy the anti-
halation and ordinary plates with  the
same light and same time, and where with
the vrdinary plate 1 got heautiful exam
ples of halation, with the Qakley-Thomas
plate T had precise pictures. My only
objection to the new plate is that it prints
somewhat slowly ; but better that than no
primtatail. T he plates are made medium
and ultra mpid, and require no special

manipulation, cxcept that the alum-bath
must not be omitted on any account,
otherwise frilling takes place. 1 judge
that the anti-lialation mediun: in this case
is a galatine film dyed with a non-actonic
crimson dye, and applicd to the plate
before the sensitive film so that the latter
does not mix with the former.  Perhaps a
few notes on the methods of preventmyg
halation may be useful at the beginning
of the season.  ‘The common way is to
use any hacking such as Zeapes’ Backing
Preparation, which is much in request :

Mualage..... Ceeennae

Caaluch... .ooueens..

Burnt sunn'\ (ground in wi uu).. e 3.
Well wiv, and add spirit.......... Y.

The method of using is to place a por-
tion on the back of the plate and distri-
bute cvenly by means of a squecgee.
‘T'he coating is then cither allowed 10 dry
or a picce of paper is placedover 1t hefore
putting into the dark slides. The pre-
paration should be put up in collapsable
tubes, holding al.out 4 0z., and retailed at
15, Before developing the backing has to
bhewashed off withadampsponge.  Amuch
better preparation 1s “ anty halation fluid,”
the formula for which is :

Hard soap (in fine shavinge)...... .
SPiit. ... e et e

INgest at a temperature not c\cccding 70 F.,
agitating occasionally for seven days.  Filter, and
dissolve in the filtsate ¢

 RE R 1T 1 P L |
Aufin..eiieeeia.. teesecnctacsnas R N
aint on the back of the plate with a lasge
camel’s-hair biush, and allow 0 sy,

The great advantage of this fluid is its
quick-drying property and tie fact that it
does not require to be removed before
developing, as its  presence  in the
developer is rather beneficial than other-
wise on account of its deep ruby color,
Tt should be put up in 2.0z, bottles, which
scll at s,

Dacking Dapers consist of picces of
ruby or black paper cut a trifle smaller
than the plate.  They are intended 1o he
stuck in optical contact with the back of
the plate.  Some are sold ready gummed,
and anly require wetting and squeegeeing
to the glass.  Papers are not so ceficctaunl
generally as the methods descritied above.
It is worth remembering that when hala-
tion has occurred, the dense portions can
be much reducad by rubbing with o piece
of lint moistened with methylated spirit.

Eliotts Barnet hromide-paper is once of
the newest  printing-papers, and is so
casily worked that it is sure to give satis-
faction when recommended 0 customers
-—at least that is my experience. It s
apleasing man surface,and, whenfinishcd,
closcly resembices a platinum print. It
only requires an exposurc of a few seconds
to an ordinary gasflame. The hest
developer o use is metol, which docs
away with theacid-baths necessary with for
rous oxalate.  “The formula is:

Mctol... ...
Senlium sulphite
Patacsium leomis
Water.o.. oo ..

. e X

e 3%

Ceooccvienn

seses o

1.

Potassium carbonate ..ovooooie §je
\\alu....................... 3.

For use, mix 3 parts of A with one of
B, Well fix in * hypo,” 4 oz to the pint.

I notice that a correspondent of the
Amateur  Plotographer strongly recom-
mends amidol for bromide-paper gener-
ally. His directions are: Dissolve 50
grammes of sodium sulphite in 1 litre of
water, making a 5 per cent. solution ;
take 100 grammes of this, and add Y%
gramme amidol; 4 or 5 drops of 10 per
cent. solution of hromide potassium wmay
be added. In portraits on Eastman’s
platino-bromide paper, the most splendid
velvety black is produced.  “T'he addition
of water produces greyer tones,.—Chenmist
and Druggist,

Staxvarp Priorocraritic Sizes. —~The
* whole-plate,” the * half-plate”  (more
than half the size of a “ whole-plate ),
and the *quarter plate,” less than half
the suze of a *“ half-plate,” bhad, we have
been 1old, their origin in the days of the
dagucrreotype, thedimensians being thase
of the sizes of certain standard plates of
copper.  Whatever may be the origin of
them, the fact remains that we have with
us certain “ standard photographic sizcs,"
and, further, that the existencé of 1
standard sizes has been, and is, lushl)
detrimental to phmo;,taphy as asi, whe-
ther ¥ decorative™ or “fine.” . . . Vhere
is a difference between standard sizes of
plates and standard sizes of prints. In
the matter of plates, it is a question
merely of convenience.  The size of the
plate ought not of necessity in any way
to decide that of the pring, but the mis-
chicf of the thing is that it does. Nine
out of ten amateur photographers, apart
from  “cante-devisite” and “cabinet”
sizes, trimy their prints as nearly to the
size of the negatives from which they are
taken as is practicable, with the result
that the standard sizes of plates deter-
mine the dinsensions of grints. .« .. The
modern cusiom of offering for sale sensi-
tized papers of various kinds, ready cut
to standard  sizes, has, undoubtedly, had
much to do with the cvil of which we
write. It cannot be too strongly im-
pressed on the photographer  that in
prints there should be no standard size,
nor should there be any attempt to fix a
ratio of length to breadth.  Each phata-
graph  should be treated on its own
mcrits, and anything supcrfluous should
be ruthlessly trimmicd from top, lmuom,
or onc side or the other.  Although it
would scem that, on the average, the
length of pictures should be fully 30 per
cent. greater than the breadth, it does
not follow that cvery picture should be
at least half again as long as it is hroad.
Indced, there ate a few subjects that are
best treated by a square, or even a circu-
lar form. — WKL, in  Dhotography :
LPharmacentical Jonrnal.



