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Photographic Notes

Developing Films.

It 1L BUCKWALTER.

Believing  that  many  photographers,
amateurs .uul ])lOfCa.slollul.\, have trouble
with films, the writer feels that an explan-
ation of a few original “dodges” will les
sen 110 smnll amount of profanity regard.
ing the “pesty things”

Jlm'm" dev dop(d as high as a thousand
x5 film negatives a day with amidol,
without having any trouble, and having
used that developer for nmrly a year, the
writer fecls like recommending it to those
who are not satisficd with the developer
they are using, but at the same lime
strongly advises those who are satistied
and are sccuting good negatives to stick
to their own developer.  The simplicity
and rapidity of amidol are points inits
favor, and it is very nearly what its
makers of all develepers please to cliim a
“aniversal developer.”

The easiest method of using amidol is
to make a stock solution of sulphite of
soda (crystals), 200 grains to the ounce.
Then get n wooden mustard spoon and
file it down so that it will hold just ten
grains of amidol when the powder is dip-
ped up and levelled oft with a light jerk.
YFor normal developer put one spoonful of
the powder into a graduate and add half
an ounce of the stock solution of sulphite
cf soda.  Stir till dissolved and add water
to bring the solution up to four ounces.
Of course, this amount is not suflicient
when a Jarge number of filins are to be
developed, but it is wentioned as a con-
venient unit of quantity. With some
makes of sulphite it is necessuy to add a
few graius of carbonute of soda to the
stock solution. A veay small quantity
will usually suflice. When only oue or
two plates or films are to be developed,
and it is desirable to save the developer,
a grain or two of oxalic acid or oxalate of
pot:l.sh may be added to the mixed devel-
oper and its keeping qualitics greatly im-
proved, although, where much developing
is doug, it is advisable to use fresh devel-
oper every day, for the reason that the
user will always know ecxactly what the
strength is. The sulphite solution deteri
orates very slowly if kept in amoderately
cool place.

The writer also uses a combination of
cikonogen and quinoue with excellent re
sults on Carbutt’s ortho films. The fol
lowing forumh has given satisfaction on
these and also on c\truncl) rapid expo-
sures on race horse and similar subjects:

A
Walelereeniuss cvvnen 12 ¢ «
Sodivrasulphitcerystiis 15 5nmuu:<.
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Watereeeoviavenee... M e
Potasainm carbonate O grannnes,
Take five parts of solution A and one
umart of solution B. 1f over exposure i

suspeeted add several puets of water and
n few drops of bromide of potash zolu-
tion.

Cut the films from the roll holder and
place them in o light-tight Lox, and this
box in another box for sufcty The ftilms
should be cut in lengths suitable for the
tray in which they are to be developed.
After the developer is mixed and in the
tray, take one of the strips of ncegatives
and quickly slip it under the swmiface of
the developer. 16 will flatten out in u
few seeonds,  Allow it to venmain fuce or
film up uatil all details are out.  Then
turn it over and start on o new strip, By
the time the second is ready to turn over
the first will probably be dense cenough.
If not, start on the thisd strip. When
the first is ready to come out throw it
into i deep aish of water until about «
dozen or two strips are finished, moving
them eccasionally. Then put them in
the fixing bath face down, and keep
them moving until all are thoroughly fix-
ed. Wash as usual—that means thorough-
ly. One of the casiest und best fixing
baths is made as follows :

Water coveieniennees vee. quart.
Bypoeeeioanaet. et we e pommd,
Sulphitesuda . L.l .4 ounce,
Tartariea 1l....... L o.... 1 ounce.

Alum is not necessary with this bLath.
1t will remain clear a very lony time and
increase the brillancy of negatives.  ltis
a maguiticent fixing bath  for lantern
slides on account of its freedom from stain
and slight clearing of fog.

After the films are well washed they
must be soaked to prevent curling when
dry. A bath made of water and cnough
glycerine to give twenty degrees bydio-
meter test will be found to work per tu,tis,
if the following original process of dryiny
is followed.

One of the great trials of film develop-
ing was the “nethod of drying 2 large
number of filws Ly driving tacks tl.rou"h
the corners, as rct.oumwudul Ly the wiak-
ers.  With severad hundred filns this was
a job of considerable magnitude. An
casicr way is to soak the films in the
above Lath for five or ten minutes.  Then
spread out, half a newspaper aud lay the
negatives on *it face up. Lift up the
paper by the corners and allow the su'plu<
water to drain off fora few scconds. Then
Iay n sheet of hard bLlotting paper over
the negatives and quickly blot off” all the
water on the face of cvery negative,

Without doubt tie best blotting paper
to usc for this purpese is the “Royal”
bLrand, imported by the United States
Photo Supply Co. Tt costs only a few
cents a sheet and will Jast a Jong time it
carcfully dried after each using. Itisan
improvement to Iny the negatives on a
sheet of this blotterinstead of newspapers.
Tt is also possible to blot the negatives
with new, clean newspapers, Lut it is
hardly as "ood as the blotter, although
the writer has blotted over 10,000 nega-
tives with old papers. But they must
not bLe used more than once, and the
blotting must be quickly done.  The filng
wust have every drop of water removed

from the fuce, otherwise the drop will not.
dry perfectly and will stick to the paper
in printing, The sheets of paper on
which the films have been blotted wmust
Lo placed in & dry place freo from dust
until dry.

An old pepper box filled with tale pow.
der (French chalk) is very convenieit to
have around when printing  Should: the
films show any signs of stickiness dust
some powder over them and rub off’ with
a picee of soft cloth. That will remedy
the sticking, 1f auy lavge spols are
sticky or the paper should :ulhurc, throw
the ibm in water until the paper can be
casily removed and then soak and ther-
oughly blot again.

1f you have been in the habit of tack-
jng up negatives to dry you will be sur-
prised to find how much the easier is this
method.—Lucific Cuu':t Photoyrapher.

The Blue Process.

The following process for producing
cyanotypes on paper is recommended by
Herr 17 Veress, the well-known photog-
rapher of llun" sy, in the Photo-Almanach
S~ 1893, Two solutions should bLe pre-
pued:

SOLUTION A,
lvon and awmnsniacitrate 8§ gramme,
Ammonivm ferrocyanide. 2 grammes.
Oxalicasid .. o, ..., I-'r'umm'
bisiillel water ........120¢

SOLUTION L.
Ferrieyanideof potassium - 8 grammes.
Ammoiitan ferricyanide. 2 grammes.
Distilled water  ....... 1Wec

The two solutions are mixed and then
filtered.  Previously moistened glossy

bavyta paper is floated on the fliltered

solution for abouat four minutes, when it
is driedd at 89° ¥, The paper is then
printed in the usaal manner beneath o
nrgative.  The prints are washed in soft
water, and then placed one Ly onc in a
mixture of 109 parts water and one part
of hydrochloric acid. They are allowed
to remain in it about five minutes, until
the image has become quite pure. Finally
th~ prints are well washed in clean water,

To produce blue prints on canvas anl
sitk the following process is given Ly the
saure author : § grammes of :xrmwroot are
dissolved in 30 c. . of water; 2 grammes
of gelatine aredissolvedin H0c. ¢. “of warm
water; 3090 c. c. of water, to which has been
added I grammeof ordinary whitesugar, 10
drops of glvcerine, and Sdropsof as: t rat-
cd solution of caustic potash,wre boiled, and
the arrowroot and gelatine solution added
to it by constant stirring. The liguid is
then filtered through flannel in a flat dish
resting ina warm water bath, The fabric
to be sensitizad is placed on the liquid
and allowed to float for from four to five
minutes; it is then mounted on blotting
paper, which is fastencd to a dmwing
board and dried in awann room. Thefabric
is sensitized and printed as deseribed above
and it should Le used soon, for it quickly
looses its seasitivencss. Defore fixing,
the prints should be placed one hy one
between shoets of blotting. paper, in order



